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CHIEF EDITOR’S MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure that Arya Mahila PG College, Varanasi
is bringing out the Volume IV No. 3, 2015 of its journal, CREATION.
This joumai isan inter-disciplinary, bilingue] research journal which includes
articles in Hindi and English Languages. Itis being published annuallyin
October every year.

Lam happy that this research joumal of Arya Mahila PG . College,
Varanas] has received encouraging response from all corners by its readers
and contribntors, This issue ineludes articles on the concept of gender and
i and i i

its various
With immense i in, I would like t y
deep and humble gratitude conoern to the readers and the contributors of
this voiume, who are the real ambassador of this journal to ke itso popu-
larin the academic community, Once again, I request t all the readers and
it of our journat t ge us with the same supporting spitit.
Each suggestion and-comment for improving the quality of the journal is
always weicome.

Best wishes
Volume IV No. : 3,2015 October 1
Prof. Rachana Duhcy
Chief Editor
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EDITORIAL

Gender is amani d iple of social lifsand i
is adirect expression of that soctal reality. Thus it is obvious that the social
construction of space is not only gendered but also steeped in power
relations. Und ly then gender politics b Tutely central to
the very idea of representation. The concern of seholars is the systemic
omission of women from the theme of representation., The debate over
the di lity between ind. umﬁghtforeqwhty
1s not a straxghtforward ope in a world driven by mequalmes across

and social Gender dasa
category to biological sex di and the way these are
used to inform behawors and competencxes, which are then assigned as
either * line’ or *fe . G social scientists have

acknowledged that there cannot slmplybe one medel of equality.
Keeping in tune with the global trend, the narrative in India too is
changmg and at the heart of the change are its women. The change is
d and varied, individual and ive and is reflected across
the speetrum of women’s lmemm politics orin economics, in their
daily lives, or the field of work withinthe home and outside. In this context,
‘political and social life in India in the last decade has givenrise to a variety

of i ming the and resili gmdamequahtyma
ransitional and post-colonial society. Therefore gender justice
that requires urgency.

Creation, the Interdisciplinary Joumal of Arya Mahila P G College
began its journey in 2010. The present special Issue explores the gender
perspective from various angles including the new formations of gender
identity that arc emerging, It covers a wide range of issucs such as the
relationship between women and the world,

Weare very thankful to the contributors forusing masculinity and
feminity as analytical tools to question the social, political, economic and
cultural processes and their impact on gender equations. We convey our
gmtltude tothe membe:s of' theAdvxsoxy as well as the Editorial Board

for their genuine i

Bhavana Trivedi
Bhaunmati Mishra
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Socio-economic Activities & Status of
Women in Island Society : An Assessmeut

Hema Bannerjee

‘any nation is inevitably tinked with the social and
light of d t tlwroleofwomenmnauonblﬂldmg
effort needs no special emphasis, The lying the SHGs are
financing the poorest of the poor and achermg holistic empowerment,
SHG pt in brmgs groupc ng wornen,
senseoft <1 and adi W "
about half of the popu.latlon of India and possessmg high degres of
kills inall findustry needa
wnducwe envu'onment 50 as to enable them to play an important role in
3! of thy
Backd ‘welfare pr to 1k ; Six decades
of mdependence has seen a plethora of laws passcd by the states and
Union government to protect woimen from violence and discrimination
and to strengthqn their enmlements in the social and economic fields.
and ions have x-rayed the position of
women, the advances made by therh and the obstacles faced by them and
they have made umpteen recommendations o improve the situation, The
Ceptral Women Welfare Advisory Board and State Social Welfare
Advisory Board have become a platform to come up with their personal
and family problems and solve it positively. The Board has been set up
both at centre as well as state level as autonomous body to look after the
entire problem of womenfolk. The Nineties saw the setting up National
Commission for Women (NCW) and state level commission in various
staws to inquire into the working of vanous legal and constitutional
i wumcn,to tigate ion of women’s
rlgh's and genorally 1o advi i e policy framework in
prder to include women’s concern in the mainstream,
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Andawman & Nieobar Profile : In Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, as per 2011 census, 177710 of the women population: constituted
43.8% of the total population (380581) _Majority of them live invural
arens, Besides, onty b 52535(40.07%) are working population., of which
31646(20.74%) is women. Majority of agrieulturists are engaged in
Thelr source of income is very l\mi(ed.'moughfemalelimcyisvuyhigh
(§6,83%) Job ities and other activiti Very SCarce.

it tine |

i the scope in theistand there was anced to encourage

L of women by pi of SHGsby
. PO i forundertaking various activiti
dyroad tunits, handicrafts, coir products,

dwmmdUTs.iumeA&N!slandssocinlwelfare
Advisoty Dowrd (SWAR) was extablished in 1957 SWABhas confined
T roaponaiblilty axclusively towards wolfure of female and girl children.
The Board hes bean looking ‘after the objectives relating © education,
s, nuteition wod mams of Jivelihood, domestic violence and personal
probleme. Lot of welfre schomes have been ‘1aunched by the board &
wpomared by oerd t b,

trad go! 1 for the welfare of women co!

Solal gecurity and Women development : From the very
blglnnlnu.du UTadnﬂnimmtionhnsbeen very serious: about the women
roluted jusues. The state social welfare i
activition towards the mission. The Board has
and set up many net worksat. t level, Every villag
MuhilnMundnl.Angﬂn\vadi CemresAsasmallmilof ‘selfregulated system,’
Mahile Mandal is representing the womenfotk of every village/ unit. The
MahilaMandal basically Jooks after the basic problems of fenales and girl
children, It has encos d them tomarch towards selfrelianceand self-

4 1ce best " : 3 ot thy

7 g %
furnbettcrmwmicpmspﬂi!y.ﬂachMaﬁla
centre 1o ook after domestic viol
18 giveotodrugor alcohol addicted problems
their lusband or other male members in the
famity workers with the family liny
probloms faced by poor family members.

Anganwadi Centre: Itisacentrally sponsored schere runby
educuted female workers for the welfare of the 1ocal females. They run

PP

Bécloesonomic actlvities & Status of Women in.. 3

oenters provide basic training
well itation benefits. A

e oo poor famili working
S ross. Nuu_-mous food and snacks are provided to the
o:mars.ln ‘cxty are'as, Créches are run for the benefit of
fe hildren in th h workin;
/ Qeque,(heC“‘ Iso gives basic educati oxgl
nf‘ld ‘sam\anon knowledge tothe children as well as the
I the mission, women empowerment and social justice Raji
! iiv
i Mﬂlﬂlc.réche?mg;;mmcshns sanctioned 51 Créches units in
nt ﬂnanclfal:syear 2010-2011. Under the scheme, each unit is
& grant of Rs. 42,384 toabout 25 children of workin;
P s rking women
Awarcness Generation Programme (AGP) : The registered
woluntary organization/ Mahila Mandals are gi t i
under AGP for rural and poor wormen. A nt of Rs. 10,0(;0" P ided
Ll‘o:; camp of ‘ten. ‘days for upliftment of status of women’s, education,
iviti i) inst domestic

violence, atrocities, discrimination ef

Coudensed course of Edueation : This scheme bri
oudense ¢ s ings th
drop out girl ehild inthe mainstream of education. Womer/ girls im}gxe ag:
group of 15 plus are enrolled in Primary, Middle, Metric/ Secondary level
courses and pursue further education.

?amily cou!mlix,gCenters (FCC) + Family Counseling Centers
desertion, property
g;p“:m’ ydemand, tal el e violence. Three

from Central Social Welire
Board, New Delhi. Socil

3 Volnnux"yActi:mBm:cfluf (VAB) : TheAction Bureau primarily
ivities for nd victims of

C i A i P

okt o

pr a
farmily haressment. Since 1987, the VAB has i
1 , registered 1195 cases out of
x‘;?)ha: i Mcﬂa‘se;has been senled amicably out of court, During the year
200 ones,et;ed'meauhxsregls(emd 139 cases out of which 128 cases
Eeonomic Empowerment of womeu through self
Employments : From the very begintiing, the local inistration with




4 1 Creation Vol.-1V, No.-3, 2015, ISSN 2231- 3923

the help of Banks and other governmental agencieshas undertaken many
projects related to income generating activities for women, Majority of
populati arenotonk oally weak butal i kward
These migrated families have been exposed to critical financial hardships
in their home states. Hence they migrated to these islands in search of
employment. The population from Andbra Pradesh, Tamit Nadu, West
Bengal , Kerala, Bihar (undivided), now Tharkhand and other parts of
India show that they are socially and ecouomically backward, Mostly
{andless families from Andhra Pradesh have undertaken fishing as
profession. Most of them are agricultural and non- agricultural laborers
from Tamil Nadu, Bengal and Tharkhand, Tetugu and Tamil communities
are mostly settled incity areas and are engaged in various low profit works
as wage laborers and in fishing activities. However the Bengal and Renchi
Tribal - 3inapriculturel and non- agricultural activities )
and female in Tamil and Telagu communities are equally engagedinthe
economic activities such as fishing, as wage taborers in construction line
and agriculture related works. ‘Hence, females have aspecial contribution
towards the male income in perticular and islands economy in general. A
good number of educated females are also engaged in various dutiesin
government establishments.
The social welfare Advisory Board with an active initiative and
jon of banks as well p t of rural lop has
3 lated to upli 1 of poor backward females
project, DWCRA rted

initiated so many
in these islands. Under rural d
gant icatly poor under

DWCRA : DWCRA scheme provides’ income generating
activitiesto and al jzational support i of serving
systém for the assisted thartheyt oot inientsof
goods and servi ilable inthat area, The sch
of groups of 10-15 women. ‘Women are expected to come together for
activities of mutual interest to all. Before starting an income generating
activity, women. d the objecti d benefits of DWCRA

and howthey can supplement the family income withthe help of economic.
activity and therebyraise the help, nutritional d jonal standards of
these children, One women ‘wember from the group functions as group
organizer who would help in the choice of activity, procurement of 2w
materials and marketing of products.

evlasseonmic sctlvitics & Status of Women in ... : §

sndertaken by groups are mainty fishing business,
antoon, bakery and supply of snacks to school
i g and Barnboo, envelope making, Bmbroidery and
jvon plggery and pouliry have been started by various

yfhder this scheme.
Package for Women : NABARD has provided financial
constitution of women developmental cell in the Andaman
tate Cooperative Bank (ANSCB) for catering to the
 i00ds of women through formation, murturing and up scaling
Belf 1clp Groups. Under the centrally sponsored SGSY, 30%
Idmulfled beneficiaries are required to be women folk. Besides in
“Mlnu,' 5% of the incremental bank credit shatl be earmarked for
womin ficiaries. While tt ‘women to institutional credit by
Uy Andaman and Nicobar State Cooperative Bank (ANSCB) has shown
sndournging trends, the eoverage of women by the commerclal banks
could not be gauged on account of the absence ofan established system

{NABARDP.10)

L DWCRA isthe door to suceess in the mission of women group
activities. Hence, the local branch of NABARD has undertaken the road
map of SHGs activities under the guidefines of RBL As the SHGs were
informal entities and the nature of their savings and credit operations

1 iderable departure from traditional § practioes

of banking, after i ions with RBI, il Banksand
NGOs, I\{ABARD launched the pilot project of linking SHGs with
commercial banks in 1991-1992.

Ohjectives of Pilot Project ¢

Te 1 "

jes for meeti i
needs of the poor by ining the flexibili ngﬂwu::d:‘:
responsiveness of informal credit system with the strength ofthe
technical and inistrati i d financial resources
of the formal credit institutions.
To build mutual trustand dence between the bank dthe
rural poor.
Audaman Nicobar State Cooperative Bank : Innineties, the
NABARD in these islands launched micro finance delivery policy to
SHGs activities. NABARD ha managed to make
the fi tal institution like ANSCB dal ‘which ha d d
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links with SHGs and banking institution to deliver sufficient funds to SHGs
to start mj in rural as well asurba The lead bank,
State Bank of India has been asked to maintain all accounts and official
documents of other commercial banks.

The ANSCB 4s pioneer institution hasextended financial help to
SHGs. Apart from that the cooperative banks has opened a special cell
called wormen developmentcell with a: specla.l lady ofﬁoer to ook after the

ﬁnanc)alhnkagewnﬂ]wmnmSH(‘ d g i tmmmg
their g Since its

the bank hes linked 808 munb FSHGs ing an amoant of RS.

500.521akhs dto 150 SHGs by ial bank i

to Rs. 279.74%akhs, During 2009-2010, the bank had linked 230 SHGs
and extended credit facilities o the tunc of Rs, 210.47 lakhs, of which Rs.
207.75 lakhs was extended to 219 women groups.(p. 14, annual reports,
2010, ANSCB,).
District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) towards SHG
SHGs have also becn formed by District Rural Deve!opmem

Agency (DRDA) with ive financial invol of
Under Swama_]ayanu Gram Swarozgar Yo_] ana (SGSY) the bank has
also provided credit assi to SHGs and i ficiaries inthe

form of revolving fund and project loan to the tune of RS. 16.33 lakhs.

Various agencles engaged in Miero-finanee promotlon to
SHG : Since 200 fthe NGOs and other agencies
have gained of SHGs ing bankers. At present
four banks, NGOs and mini ﬁnancc institutions are pursuing the programs
for uplifiment of the poor in the UTs. There has, however, béen a spurt
during 2009 with the number of SHG registering an increase from 1356
as on 31.3.2008 to as much as 2171 as on 31 Macch 2009.0ut of the 13
banks functioning in the UTs, only7 banks had been participating in the
SHG- bank linkage programme as of March 2009.

Mata Amritanandmayee(Amrita Sree Micro. Finance
Projeet) : CARE lndxa, anational organization is vmrkmgmthe lineof
NGO hasinit financeand livelihood inA&N islands.
Since Dec. 2005, séveral hundred SHGs have been formed by CARE
Indiainthe 1slands NABARD ANSCB, Syndxcam banks, SBl are the
major e task of

of women in the islands through promoting SHGs#ARer the project period

Hoeli-soonomlc activities & Status of Women iu ..

Wm handed out to Mata Amiri d: iMath

e nfAmrita Sree micro- finance Project. The Project team
mm director, program coordinator, 3. P.O (station in three

4 fotth Middle and North Andaman ). 16 CRPs (community level
n) ars currently working on the project under the Amrita

‘ > Ampita Sree is currently managing 733 groups in the islands of
Whigh 73 arc credit
A linked. The main banks with which the SHGsarecredit linked are
bank. Amrita Sréc is supported by NABARD
anﬁ capacity building trainings to SHGS with regard to leadership,
Muoﬂnance and book keeping. The project is regularly monitored by
lndmonabmmnhlymnandtec}nncal inputs are given from timeto
tine. ha: initiated a new SHG ion project funded
by NABARD keeping in view, the scope and need for SHGs in the islands.
'l'hcre is sull ahuge ruml poplﬂanon in the islands which needs support to
d. Amrita Sree project aims at making
them seffretiantand is seelqngoollabomﬂve support with the NABARD
to promote 1400 SHGs and ensure livelihood opportunities to Tsunami
affected populationin A&N islands by providing sustainable bank linkage
with SHGs/CBO’s through process of facilitation by Community Level
Resource Persons (CLRPS).

The objective of the project intends to promote and strengthen

1400 SHGs, provlde capamty ! training and livelihood
ity through initiating i iviti wider range

of poor and marginalized women in Andaman Islands. The Mata
d: iMath i grant assi. fRs. 63.00 Lakhs

during 2009-2010 for ion and link 1400 SHGs, includi

the 708 SHGs taken over by the NGO from CARE- India, under the
project banner Amrita Sree, in the villages of South Andaman, North and
Middle Andaman districts of the islands over a period of three years,
which is one of the largest Micro- Finance projects sanctioned by
NABARD in the country.

i link f SHGs to banks inthe UT are und

hy hmxted number of NGOs operating in A&N Islands of which Amrita
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Shiree, the agsociation of Catholic A&N istands (ACANI), national
couperntive union of India(NCULy and Yuvashakti are the major contributors
In the formation and nurturing of SHGs. The other NGOs operating inthe
islands include UNNATI and strategic urban rural advancement banking
institute (SURABI). Of the fifteen NGOs operating inthe AN, only ACANT
and UNNAT] have made their presencefelt in the Campbell Bay and Nicobar
islands. The NCUI was the first NGO in theislands to commence promotion
and nurturing of SHGs sinee June 1992.

The hakti : The ki, has been iond SHGs
promoting institution (SHP) inthe islands.Since2001-2008, ithas extended
micro- finance to the tune of Rs. 96.00 lakhs to 67 SHGs consisting of
459 members. Organization as Micre- finance institution has conducted
23 Micro- Enterprise Development Programmes (MEDP) for the benefit
of the group members, enabling 21 of them to set up micro- enterprises.
The NGO was sanctioncd a grant assistance of Rs. 1.00 lakh towards
prometion and iinkage of 50 SHOs in the South Andaman districtand for
a period o two years, a grant assistance of Rs 6.00 lakhs was incured
towards promotion and linkage of 200 SHGs in the same district.

UNNATI : The UNNATI, an SHP! was sanctioned a grant
fRs.3.00 lakhs for p ionand eredit link 100 SHGs
in Nicobar, South Andaman, North & Middle Andaman districts of the
islands during 2001-08.
The CARE- Iudia : The CARE- India, 0 which NABARD had
d a grant of assit fRs33.92 towards training inputs
for capacity building and skill up pradation of 2500 SHGs in 27 months, had
only promoted 708 SHGs by the end of the project period. The agency,
which had exited from theislands during Aug, 2009, entered intoaMOU
with the Mata Amril dmayt math for providing further assi by
ANSCB for the 708 SHGs promoted by them. The status of micro finance
practices in the ANT is given in the following table, from where it may be
seen that while over 90%of the SHGs formed have been savings- linked,
about 80%of the SHGs have resorted to internal lending. However, credit
linkage ofabout 40%is anarea of concem. ‘The banks and the NGOs have
toplay amajorrole in facilitating areas for credit by the SHGs.

Seloweonomic aetivitics & Status of Women in ... : 9

Detalls of progross In S11Gs-banklinkuge (positiou as on 30,9.2010)
i

5 T T | o e o[ [ % o e |
(e ™ Py NIVATE P B IO U P P P
h 4 Lakin { having. loans (B | Cordit | (Bs.Lukty) | SHG

58 Fakhy lnked (Bahakt?
ac
H T 0
7 I I
[ T

W

2 F T G0

W [T W 7w
T W [T ™ T
L e ey W
e L T T
SR e T e R Lo T
i L L O N T 0
ource: NABARD report, p. 4,2010-2011, P/B.
The status of credit-Jinkage of SHGs with banks functioning inthe
UTsas on 31.3.2010 has indicated that ANSCB hs played a prominent
role in linking 83.9% of the SHGs credit- linked with 57.2%of the total
disbursements made to SHGs.
PINANCIALINSTITUTIONS AND CREDIT- LINKAGE
B Bask SHG's credit Tage (Bs, Lakiy
Number “Amount
316.3
SBI 1 €887
TUCO 207.20
Canags, Bank ; 560
Syadicate Bank TG0
Tndian Overseas Bask 730
Vilam Bak 3%
BT 7
PNB 030
Totdl 1349

Stites of micro- Finances in India 2000-20 L0 NABARD -P. 120.141

of oof ] o il s Wl 9]

E
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The status of the Islands women is commendable. The literacy
rate among women is high as compared to national average. Placement of
jobsamong women in government department is also high. They receive
high respect in the istand society, However the plight of rural women

jall i ‘poor families is a serious issue. The National
commission for Women, New Delhi has made a survey on Situational
analysis of Women and children in Andaman and Nicobar Istands in 2004,
TL ission has highligt ch’w' halk il issues related
to women folk of these islands. It is reported that there is & large incidence
of alcoholism in the islands. Alcoholism s a cause for domestic violence
and affects women ad: ty. Alcoholism has ruined mainly the lives of
lower and middle class families. Large number of cases of “polygamy has
been observed. Number of women has been abandoned by males after
they have had children. Social problems like dowry, child marriage, female
feticides, trafficking of girls normatly faced by society in mainland India
are by and large absent here.
‘Works Cited
. NABARD- report 2010, Port Blair, Andaman.
. NCUI- Annual report 2009-2010, Port Blair, Aodaman.
. S$Bi-Lend Bk, Annual report, 2005-2010, Port Blair.
. ‘Yuva Shakti — Annual Reports, 2010-2011, Port Blair,
. Directorate of Rural Development Reports, 2009-2010. Port Blair.
. ANSCB- Annual reports of Andaman Nicobar State Cooperative

Bank 2010, Port Blair.

. Directorate of Social Welfare- Annual Report, 2009-2010, Port Blair.
. Andaman &Nicobar State Social Welfare Advisory Board- Annual
Report, 2009-2010.

Understanding Gender

Madhu Kushwaha

The distinction between sex and gender is important one and it
was introduced to deal with the general tendency to attribute women’s
subordination to their anatomy or biology. For ages it was believed that
the different roles, ch istics, and status ded to women and
men insociety, are determined by biology (i.c., sex), that they are natural,
and therefore not changeable. In e way women and women’s bodies were
and areheld ible for their subordi tatus in soelety, Once this
is accepted as natural, there is obviously no need to address the gender
inequalities and injustice which exist in society.

Gen:lerisasociocu!um!comept Itdeals with what does it meanto
bea i i i 'Howde ety discrim
between men and women? What kind of expectation it has from men and
womm?“ﬂmmlemeyamsupposedtoperfmninordermbmnemmor
‘woman? Whe isthe biological aspect of beine a man ‘woman. Sex

d ined onthe basis of genitalia and these chy isti iversal
and have definif ducti functions. But genderis set of masculine and
feminine attributes which are taught and leamed. And we should remember
that there is huge diversi ingender I dtime.

Then the question arises that, is it different to be male and
masculine? Is it possible that one is male but not masculine or female but
not feminine? The answoris “yes”, In her book Sex, Gender and Society
(1985) Ann Oakley writes, “ ‘Gender” is a matter of eulture; it refers to
tha social classification of men and women into ‘masculine’ and ‘ferinine’”
She further writes that “people are male or female can usually be judged
bytefarringto biological evidence. That they are ‘masculine’ of *feminine”
cannot be judged in same way; the criteria are cultural, differing with time
and place, The constancy of sex must be admitted 5o also must bethe
variabillty of gender.”

Difforences between Sex and Gender : In feminist discourse
the following distinctions arc made betwoen sex and gender;
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a Biological/Socio-Cultural : Sex is biological concept whereas
gender is a socio-cultural eoncept. Sex is determined on the basis of
presence or absence of specifie genital organs while gender is a set of
attributes which are learned through the process of socialization.
Socialization is the process of leaming of gender specific roles. Sex refers
tomale and female whereas gender is about being masculine and feminine.
Thus, it quite possible that a person is biologically male or female but
lacks ‘masculine’ or feminine attributes completely or partially. Gender
roles and attributes also get changed a lot with respect to time, place and
culture. Tt is self evident that gender is socio cultural concept.
b. Natural/Social Construetion : Sex s giveriand gender is socially
constructed. Though we are born withabody i.e., that it is naturally made
but the changes in body or its uses are governed, regulated and controlled
by socio-cultural demands. We can change our body’s shape, size, and
strength by physieal training, its use and abuse. Female athletes, boxers,
body builders and male dancers, yoga trainers” body are an example of
social construction of body. Traditionalty and socially we associate physical
toughness withmale body and flexibility and softaess with female body but
there is nothing innate about being tough and soft. Because if it is innate then
how will we explain very flexible body of a male dancer or very athletic and
tough body of female boxers? So, we learn socially that being ‘soft” or

“tough” is considered feminine or line in our cul d cc
try to build or train our bodies as per social demands.
e Universal /Local : Itmeans thatt ofbiological di

between male and female body is universal and it has universal function of
reproduction. But 3 d feminine attributes, characteristics, norms,
and standards are of local in nature. For examplea North Eastern male is
essentially not supposed to be provider or bread winner of his family but for
anorth Indian male being a provider of the family is the most important
masculine attribute or defining attribute. Consider other example in Teeva
tribes of Karbi Onglong district of Assam, child rearing is male’s responsibility
whereas females are supposed to plough the fields. Unlike anorth Indian
adolescent girl a tribal girl is not supposed to confine within the home and for
her running, climbing trees, using bow and arrow, hunting are seemed very
natural tasks. A Sikh male are not allowed to cut their hair but other males
are prohibited to keep Jong hairs. In India fifty-forty years back having
he was nsign of linity but now days it is not the marker of
masculinity but became a matter of choice for males. All these diversitiesin
masculine st feminine roles relates to local socio-cultural tradition,

Understanding Gender; 13

d. Constant/Variable: It refers that the sex which we get by birth
does not change till death. Sex change operations with the help of modern
medicine are exceptions. Normally we are born with a sex and die in that
sexed body too. Whereas gender roles are variable; it changes not only
from culture to culture but in the same culture across time, sometimes it
even changes from family to family also.

Generally men are considered to be head of the households, bread
winners, owner and managers of the property, and active in politics, religion
and business, women, on the other hand are expected and trained to bear
and look after children, to nurse infirm and old, do all the household work
and so on, This determines their education or lack of it, preparation for
employment and nature of employment etc. However, the degree of
differentiation between male and female roles varies widely. Sometimes
the rules are merely preferential, and very litile anxiety is shown by ither
sex over temporary role reversal.

“Cora du Bois reports that in Alor, there are distinetions between
the economic roles of the sexes, it is not thought unhealthy foranyone to
take on the other sex’s work- rather they are admired for possessing a
supplementary skill. The women control the subsistence economy and the
men occupy themselves with financial dcals, but many men are passionate
horticulturist and many women have financial skilis” (Oakley, 1985, p 149).

Other societies imposed rigid sex roles.

“The Mundurucu Indians of Central Brazil are an example of
society in which the polarization of sex roles and sex groupings has
become a primary social element. The physical and social separation of
sexes is virtually complete: men and boys live in men’s house separate
from females. Each sex group, (with the exception of small children) interacts
only within oneself, and antagonism between the two is shown on many
rituals and other social occasions” (Oakley, 1985, pp. 149-150).

Famous anthropologist Margret Mead study Sex and
Temperament in Three Primitive Societies (1935) shows that there is
no definite pattern of sex based gender roles. She studied the three tribes
of Sepik region of Papua New Guinea and found that in Arapesh- both
meles and females displayed, what ider “feminine”

In Muudugamour- both males and females displayed “masculine”
temperament, and in Tchambuli- men and women displayed different
temporament but opposite to cur own pattern. Ln that society, men were
smational and expressive while women were activeand instrumental. On
the baxin of her study she concluded that,

*“There are no necessary differences in traits or temperament
belwoen the sexes. Observed differences in temperament between men










Discourse ou Human Rights iu Context to
Tribal Women of Jharkhand

Rajendra Bharati

Jharkhand is anew state h ty 26% of population of it is tribal.
The state d for the welfare of the people of th il
the tribal fation. After the from Bihar this state has to face
dl.ﬂ‘ermtkmd of| pmblcm from polmcal w socxo-econonuc In such a soemno

ofevery
society is mﬂuenced by dogma, belief'in tradition in name of orthodox and
superstition such as witcheraft. This paper will discuss the pmb]emthat come
in way availing the h ights by the tribal f Jhark dmean:
1o which that can be made aveilable to them.

Hurnan Rightsarethe “bas:engmsandmdomwwmchallhumm
bel itled”.'In fact all by beil lin dignity

and nghts They dowed with reason and and should act
other in spirit of brotherhood. *The doctrine of human rights
P posit : . aumiversal”

1 standard offustice. tol dh diomity that cank .
the publi 1 d by and to individuals by the mere virtue of their
‘humanity, Suchpremq\nsxr/escanexxstasshared norms of actual human
moralities, as]; noms or moral rights suppor Y reasons,
as legal rights ata national level , or as alegal rights within international law:
Human rights ad ion of human rights through

d\eueﬁecuvemalmnonmeachoﬂheseways The claim ofbuman rights is
therefore they are universal, in that they are possessed by all by virtue of the

fact that they are human, and ind in that their exi: as moral
standardsof)ushﬁcauonand cnnc\smsmdependemwhethuormtheyam
fonal legal &

17 : Creation Vol.-1V, No.-3, 2015, ISSN 2231- 3923

The general idea of human rights has widespread acceptance,
and it has been argued that the doctrine of human nghts has become the

moral doctrine for ing and evaluating the moral status of
contemporary geo-political order.

The universal declaration of human rights has acted as the

d modem codification of accepted human rights

pnnclplm and many national many intemational documents, treaties and
mstruments that have expanded on its principles and act as a collective
i fhuman rights by the international
commumnes such as civil ng,hts, political rights, right to life, freedom of
expression etc.

Human rights arerights inherent to all humanbemgs, whateverour
nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin colour, religion,
language or any other status. In fact all are entitled to their human rights
without discrimination. In nut shell these rights are all interrelated,
interdependent and indivisible.

Universal human rights are often expressed and guatanteed by
law, inthe: fbrms of treaties, customary intemational law, general pnnclples
and ional law. I J human rights law lays down
obligations of governments to act in certain ways or to refrain from certain
acts, in order to promotc and protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms of individuals or groups. Principle of human rights believes in
principle of universality of human rights as emphasized in Universa}
Declaration on Human Rights 1948. The 1993 Vienna World Confererce
on Human Rights, for example, noted that it s the duty of States to promote

and protect all human rights and fund freedoma, dless of their
political, economic and cultural system,
Ausmtshaverauﬁedatleastonc andso%ofstateshavemufed

h A

four or more, of th
which creates legal obl

ng consent of Sfatm

forthem and givi

11

joy universal protection

by customary i 1 all boundari

Human nghts axe inalienable. They should be taken away, except
in ding to the process. For example, the right
to hberty may be restricted if a person is found guilty of a crime by a court
oflaw:?
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International convention on the Elimination of all form of
Discrimination against Women is based onthe principle of equality and
non- discrimination. This principle applies to everyone inrelation to all
Juman rights and freedoms and it prohibits di imination on the basis ofa
list of non-exhaustive categories such s sex, race, colour and so on. The
principleofr iscrimination i p d by the principi i
as stated in Article-1 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights.*

Human rights entail both rights and obligations. States assume
obligations and duties under the international law to respect, to protect
and fulfill human rights. The obligation to respect means that States must
reftain from interfering with or curtailing the enjoyment of human rights.
The obligation to protect requires states to protect individuals and groups
against human rights abuses. The obligation to fulfill means that States
st take positive actionto facilitate the enjoyment of basie human rights®

Individual rights vs. Group rights : Adiscourse among political
philosopher always taken place regarding predominanee of one among
both the rights i.e. individual right or group rights. Some time they are
discussed about complementary to or opposite to each other. In relation
to human rights, it is both individual as well s group rights. Individual
rights are considered to individual rights in contrast to group rights. An
judividual right is the sanction of independent action. Both natutal and

fegal pi drights may distingui h between individual and group
right. While civil and political rights are predominantly concemed withthe
rights of individuals, leaving therights of groups to the realm of econornic,
social and cultural rights, those set: of rights are not identical withthe setof

individual rights and group rights either.®

dividual rights ad tendto argue for i d codification
ofindividuatlegal rights to protect individuals from state infringement of
their L rights. This istraditi jated with liberali

In the modem context, ‘group rights’ are argued for by some as
an instrument to actively facilitate the realization of equality. Ina society
wherethere is already equality before the law for all citizens, ‘equality’ is
ofen & euphemistic reference to materiai equality (money and resources).
This is where the group is regarded as being in a situation such that it
needs special protective rights if its members are not to enjoy living
conditions on terms equal with the majority of the population. Exampleof
such groups may include indig peoples, ethnic minorities, women,
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children and the disabled.” This discourse may takes place in context of
negative and positive rights in that some commentators and policy makers
conceptualize equality as not only anegative rights, in the sense ofensuring
freedom from discrimination, but also positive right, in that the realization
of equality requires redistributive action by others or the state. In this
respect group rights may aim to ensure equal opportunity and/or attempt
toactively redress inequality It is, therefore, government in different states
started the policies of positive discriminati ds achieving these goals.
In India reservation in education, service and inlegis! t

o isth le ofi
o is 19 it,

Group rights in sucha context may aim to achieve equality of
opportunity and/or equality of outcome. Such affirmative action can be
controversial as they are in conflict with absolute application of right to
equality, or becausc some members of the group that is intended to benefit
from such programs criticizes or oppascs them.

THuman Rights and Women : The recognition.of women’ human
rlgl}ts have come lately. This is because certain kinds of human rights and

1 have received ition as basic rights of human kind
relatively recently. Astrong ‘women’ human rights d
atthe 1993 World Conference on Human Rights. It said “the human right
of the women and of the gir] child are inalienable, integral and indivisibl
part of t!1e Universal Humen Rights. The full and equal participation of
women litical. civil, ic, and cultural life at tk Honal, regional
andi Honal level and eradication of all forms of discriminati the
grounds of sex are the priority objectt i ional ity
o The Fourth World Conference on Women at Beijing very strongly

: I ‘_ } i d the fact that throughout the world there has been traditionally,
discrimination both overt and covert, against women. The path to the
W must clear this jungle of discrimination and bring about amore fair
and just society where the women can play more effective roles free from
obst..r‘xcﬁons, biases and prejudices which today prevent their effective
participation in public activities.* The basic problem come from the society
at large is due to the traditional attitudes and customs. Despite the laws
anc! liberal interpretation of these laws women continue to suffer from
ienouf fmnjlyand social handicaps reflected in practices such as female

1o infanticide and witch-craft in tribal society of Tharkhand
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Viglence : The word violence has changing meaning in context
to purpose. The violence is considered good when it occur during awar
{0 save a pation, is considered ‘morally good but when! it takes the colour
ofterrorism in name of self- determination is considered morally wrong -
It is a fact that concept of public violence is elusive, complex &

tic jonal. Ithas moral. lensce in Gandbian philosophy

is to hurt any one’s genuine sentiments; it isa fact that it occur both at
public place as wellasal private or home inside or outside. If violence is
the act aggression, it is seen everywhere inthe world. Jtis evident the
communities collide inriots. 1tis seen whenrich and powerful countries or
cultures dominate the lesser countries in war intrade and in peace. ltis
seenin the form of cultural i the indig jties. Jtis
expetienced in the way majority population: intrades the cultural spaces of
minorities. If violence is one Kind of exploitation, it isalso experienced
everywhere. The exploitation of poor by richor powerless by powerfol
andexploitation based 00 CAses genderor seligion.!

Women obviously are {he most affected with this violent social
structure, they are major victims and objects of this violence, aggression,
discrimination and exploitation. The issuof violence therefore should be
seenas the lasue atthe coreof' the social structure, at the basic existence
of today's soclety. {s true that any form of viotence actually violate
basichumanrights sfom indi idual to group. Whil dressing theissue of
violence against we confront with one basic character of society, which
discriminates people on gender— developed duringhuroan evolution. itis
right against sonething so intrinsic tothe social fabric that it goes much
beyond the issue of “humanrights” *Ifit is mixed withonly buman rights,
we may dilute the issue and need to analysis but the core issue of human
fights would be the focal point.

iteheraft: W ft broadly: the p f, and belief

in, magical skills and abilities that areable tobe exercised individually, by
designated social groups, Of by persons with the necessary esoteric secret
knowledge. Witcherafiisa complex concept that varies culturally and
societally, therefore itis ifficultto define with preci jon™and cross cultural
yption about ing or signi fthe term should be applied
with caution. Witcheraft oftert occupies areligious, divinatory. ormedicinal
role’s, and is often present within societies and groups whose cultural
framework includesa magical woddviewl4AlmouyJﬂwimhaaﬂcanoﬁm
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ghare common ground with related concepts such as sorcery, the
phewnormal, magic, supersit possession, shamani
healing, spiritualism, nature worship and the oceult, it is usually seenas
distinet from these i ined by sociologist and antl logists.
India is a country enjoying ancient culture and living practicesin
waorid. One thing we can the preval fortt perstition ant
belief in super natusal power along with scientific and rational belief. The
tribal society at large isnot enjoyingthe Tight of modemity aswell asrational
approach towards observing the things in that form. They are continuously
fesling alienation from imodem world and modetn world view & culture.
s conti ienation of o d it iling over the
sime has led our society to act inhuman with womes, in the name of dowry,
child marriage, feale foeticide , female infanticide or domestic violence
and soon. But theme ect of vi finst wormen:
upinthename of witcheraft in Jharkhand, particularly in tribal soeiety.
Yharkhand more than 14 years old state, still lack basic amenities
invillage whichare dominated by tribal population. Inthistribal dominated
state, tribal are becoming the main vietim of the violence against women,
sometimes inthe name of trafficking or sometimes in the name of ‘witch’.
Due to illiteracy and: other development siraia, superstition has made its
room in the heart & mind of the people, especially inthe villages. This
particular superstition of laiming women, as witch is s0 intensethat people
donot bothereven kill that women. The illiterate people of the villagoare
mainly depended upon the Ojha/ Guni for health services and ojha/ guni
mainly declare any women witch. Health becomes major factors for
declaring any women as witch, Other factors responsible for declaring
women as a witch & violence against them are their property, their
adolescentsetc. Usually, widow, old age ladies, dependent ladies, single
Iadies are considered as witch.”®
Tharkhand is the biggest sufferer State, where women were being
Killed inname of witch. More than 600 women were Killed during last 5
years alone in Santhal Pargana division of Jharkhand. Figures in other
Qvision arc almost simifat. The intensity of problem can be seen with
approach £ by imp! ing an actagainstthe witcheraft
{n the year 2001. But the implementation of' this act is still awaited in its
* {pvig sense apd spirit.

on,
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Obscrvation: Human rights are violated of tribal women in
Thackband it such a manncras isbeing violated of -women in other part of
India. The uniquething in Jharkhand regarding, humanights violation of
women of tribal society is that they are not only exploited physically,
cconomically but also socially in form of witcheraft, This curse is deeply
rooted in the society in form of accepted norm. This is due to lack of
education, unavailability of proper medical care and deep rooted beliefin
superstition in the name oftradition and culture. The witchesate identified
by ojha/guni, are the ‘master of identifying witehes through their latent
Kknowledge whichthey gained through various difficult methods of¢ "devotion
for god of evil. This particular superstition is sointensely roomed into the
heart of people, especially rural people that they prefer of going to ojha/
guni instead of doctorat the time of sickness or emergencies. Since ojha
possesses knowledge of locat herbs and they use it for the curing patients.
Apart from using tocal herbs they use their superficial power for the
iweatment of ailing people. Apart from these practices, they also declares
witchintt ity wh s her black evil knowledge for her evil
Justs. There is feeling in our society that if any children orperson ordie
due to any unknown diseases, it is expected that they have died because
of witch, Then they contact ojha/guni to know if there was any such
showered her evils on their lost relatives. Based on detail provided by
ojha /guni, woment from the community are identified as witchand are
tortured in front of whole community. No one dares to oppose snch
incidents. Relatives of the women declare witch were suppressed by
community leaders and dominating peoples. Usually attempts were made
tokill women declare as witch. (17)
The nature of human rights violation in Jharkhand among the
{ribal women needsto be Jooked with different view inwhich it should not
be considered as only law and problem but from social and economic
angle. The measures to tackle such mcnace are proper awareness and
education among tribal women, right of tribal women in the property of
parentsand husband, availabitity of health services and proper eate at
village level, development of ojha/ guni as health care worker through
{rainings, improvement it the economic status of people, greater role of
medin on di inating i ion about harms and Jaws. Th ies
of the government such as panchayat, ‘municipal coporations, agents of
buri, educational institutes and NGO’s required to educate the
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;lpeo‘;zlle .ahout their rights and if they fec] that has been violated ; they
hould mf:ormed 1o proper forum either through these agencies or di)rectl y
to the designated office. 7 ?
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Role of Women in glorifying Carnatic
Classical Music

R. Aruna Sri

Women of India have always been the cultural back b(sr:l: orf) ::rs‘
untry. Despite this, there wasagreat téboo about womenm Eidden
;?xblic and it took over 600 years of sﬂe13L str‘ugglte, b.y| e hid
{ghing j be freed offth ,,“' lesol
?n%‘ﬁ%;ls\swif;ﬁg praise for their melodic distinction. ]
The purpose of this paper isto openup the I;’:;nna]mé::n?if rt:pe .-;‘::t
and contributions of these bilessed and distinguished.

ive vi tributions of these talented women
sccihevien o sruagesent Cmthe {radition of Carnatic C13551§d

ified and continue to glorify C Clax
:x};:i?;:: male singers will invariably acoep\ﬁatthen; I:.ros‘th::l .Sx t;aninsi
was ﬁ;e source of inspiration for them. I?Ierfce,lwotx'l T o
unknown mothers who, by singing lullabm? in Kura';?el‘ I\:ﬁﬁd:mco Foand
Chandrajyothi®™, innocently and adorably inspired hu' e
thisart and anonymousty contributed towards growth an
tradifior. ) )
When we refer to history of h‘ixaxslﬁl‘vl:nl:;ry ch. e]gﬂ;it zgm
‘musician dates back tothe . e
f;ﬁﬁz‘m of accepting musical genius among women fﬁ)lfl;:;i)mn;u:&.1
B.m somewhere down the line there arouse atradition O‘c:n - ﬁc e
child as Devadansi to temples. This girl was fnughl mus(;ml o don ba,SEd
senior Gurus under kingly patronage. Offermg mus!cl dancebasee
orshi] waspaﬁof@aagmnapujavndhlofmemflp ea:;hi oo
E:dl?cagdly perform as part of Shndasupacha'm pu]a(}woaml t!];)i ket
temples. The DivyaPrabhandaas of early Tmnlzll ausm e
of Hindustani music were: composed specwll)'( for this purpo: e
As we all know about the political hlstor_y oigu..r f:mu.n‘:y, (e
uscd to be many wars among our kings for expanding their y.
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ruling king lost ont in battle field and the new king, if happened to bea
worshipper of a different deity, stopped giving patronage to the existing
{emple whose deity may not be of his choice. Such namrow minded approach
of ruless, inty tivelihood of the staff, who had been previously
employed to conduct pujas in the temple. While men folk could survive
seeking alternate means, the Devadaasis who knew only music and dance
were the most vulnerable. These helpless ladies had to submit to the
entertainment and sexual demands of those landlords who were local
representatives and authorities for the temple, Those who refuted this
demeaning approach, by the wealthy lot, had to run in order to save their
chastity and life. Hence, the once revered Devadaasis eame to be looked
down upon by the society as i ibines. T licate this
more, a girl child bom to a Devadaasi had no choice but to follow her
mother’s path, As her mother was never systematically wedded to a man,
his child illegiti despite being known well tothe focal residents
as who the father was. One may be wondering what happens ifaboy was
born. Life of this male child also was diffieult, with lack of social status,
The knowledge of swara, raga, taala can be acquired only by few
who areblessed, In many cases, because of the heredity factor, a musician’s
child is blessed with fundamental aptitude for Shruti and taala. Whereas
their capacity to master this art varies depending on their intelligence
qnotient, Also her aspirations to get educated and pursue any other
profession was discouraged. Hence, a girl child born to a Devadaasi,
continued to learn musie despite lacking aptitude for excellence. In such
cases, the Devadaasi willingly or forcibly itted tob ‘agsai
Naayaki” (concubine) of the wealthy. This scenario of musicians leading a
‘socially unacceptabie life started affecting the growth of music, in that,
fadies of ble families di: d from leamning Classical
‘music. Those ladies who were born to distinguished male artists invariably
wquired knowledge of Classical music due t hearing music at
{heir home as part of Saadhana. But once they got married they were
from singing, for neighbors and elders at home said “Don’t make
s feel that we are living near a Devadassi’s house”, Fora singer who feels
#lated while singing, not to sing is a punish and can depress them
Pudly. This h or taboo on expression was suffered by many
Yadien till 20% century also in orthodox Brahmin farnilies. A similar experience
Wt counted by my matemal Grandmother Veena Vidhushi Smt Saroja
Narayanan. She was tanght Veena by her father Vedhachalam {yer. He

‘WA & very strict teacher. It was compulsory for all children to wake up at
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4am and dovocal and instrumental Saadhana. When she got martied to

and was staying in 2 small shared apastment in
Thiravannamalai, she used to continue her imusic Saadhana which bad

become an indispensable part of her life, courtesy, er father’s
uncompromising efforts to teach her Classical music. One day, another
lady who was her neighbor commented infront of My grandfather, “Your
wife is creating the ambience of a thevidiya veedu (means devadaasi’s
house) by constantly singing. This is not a worthy practice for people
living in respectable ‘compuumity.” The word “hevidiya” wasalso used to
indicate Devadagsis. Many still use it as an abusive word, Tronically the
word is a deformed version of «Devudaiyaal” which again means one
who is married to the God. Afterthis incidentmy Grandmother neves sang
inherhouse, but used to eagetly awaitan opportunity togote her Mother’s
place for she could sing loudly, openthroated there.

There were some unique compositions like ¢he Thirruppugazh.,
most of which were known to these Devadazsi’s only. Since nobody other
than their own off springs jeamt these compositions, fhese unique verses
started getting lostat one time.

Ttisduringthe firsthalfoftwentieth ccnhxymataxevoluﬁonsmnedto
bring Devadaasi system toanend wherein some of meseladimwaeblased
with an opportunity to mairy ‘broadminded youth ,whodaredto break the
<ocial conditioning, Theselib ted rightingales setouttoredefi the world
of Classical music. Thisperiodofhistory cplosionof i ical
talentwhichhas made thismusicworld more imsrestingthanbefomlnﬂmse

days, maestros never sang for gramephone records. They perecived it
demeaning to singin secords foritwould ‘ndermine the value of their live
concertsand the Tvelinood of their students who oopiedmei:singing style.
Once my Hindustand GuruPt. ‘Narendra Kurr Jba, while referringto Pararn.
Guru of Banaras Gharana, Sangeet samrat Bade Ramdas, shared this
information. When Bade ‘Ramdas ji was asked to Sing for Gramophone
Company, he fismly denied saying “My shishyaas are my record”. Inthis
period, it was the'Devadaasis who came forward to sing in gramophone
secords. Gauhar J: aant®was the firstone to sing on Gramophone records in
India. Hence wormen had become the leadersin singing for audio recording
inindia. M.S Subbulakshmi gaveher first recording in 1927, when she
was just 10 yrs old, Butif wemove in Chronological order we find that,

my grandfather

after 600 yrs ofhidden strugele, the first woman who emerges prominently
in Curnatic musicis Veena Dhanammaal(i 867-1938).
With this introduction now itwillbeap iate to loam in detail

ahout women musical geniuses in chronological ordet.

Also ‘we can see that in spite of me
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ost of the female musicians

being | Astists, 4
of Classic Music, Hextce, we have a wide cat "\ H;;‘ o1 : mm“’-“m
Baint C mp Master p s M | ?'kﬁ
hers, authors, Bl g at .
ictherapy prop and cultural Bhajan

The following list contains names of the most prominent women

musicians who contributed to these various disciplines of Classical music.

Name of Musician, Year of exstencel] | Categary
Focaruy AD Taiat Contperes
730 AD -790AD Salit Comporer
; TT30AD-T160AD Sahut Composer
Lisan “Around 1750AD el Camposer
2 ;@mﬂmm TS67- 1938 Ve & voal
I B & 1131:-1996 Vocalist Duo
7. phlara Kashia s
! i E T517-1889 Composer
: s u@ﬁw T516-2004 Vot
2 DRl 15192005 Vot
© S ol | (9051590 Voealist
cers Buiumas & | 1930-2010 Flaatinan
, Neds 1940 fiving e
5 3 5
S
T 3
T D Wl . . Vightis
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The list is not complet forthere are i bl jcians who
tave anonymously contributed to gloify this tradition. With this, we shall
see the contributions of ihese musicians in brief.

Karaikkal Ammaiar * She lived even before the famous
Devaaram trinity, in 5t century AD. Bomtoa merchant Dhanadattha. in
Karaikaal, she ‘married Paramadattha of Nagapattinam. Her maiden name
is Punidavathi. Her fusband feared her 2s 8 godly woman due to her
miraculous INange feat and lefther. Inthe history of Tamizh music sheis
the first one to have sung in“Pann’(melodic scales) like Nattapaadai and
ndalam.

Hence, sheis glorified 2s*“Mother of Dravidian music” and “Pioneer
of Tarilisai™( Tamil Classical music). Her songsare compiled as part of
thel1® Thirumurai in Devaaram. She walked upside down, onher palms,
toKailash. She is saidto ‘havereceiveda pair of Taatam(musical instrument)
from Shiva and had Shiva dangce to her taalam’s beats.

Andaal Periyazhvaar: She lived between 7 10-790AD. Sheis
said to be incarnation of Bhudevi, one of Vishou's wives(Sridevi &
Bhudevi), She was found by her father Periyazhvaar under aTulsi Plant.
Her maiden name was Kodai Naachiyar and her life’s aim was to marty
MahaVishou, Shehas sung 143 songs inNaachiyaarThimmoz\ﬁ and 30
30ngS in Thiruppavai.

In Dhanur month she kept avratha called “Paaval nombu””. Every
day she used 10 ‘wake up ber friends by singing Thiruppavas, take them
alongtothe temple and do puja. MahaVishnu came inhuman form and
married her. She walked with him into the Sanctum sanctorum and
disappeared. Till date women folk of T amitnadu follow tier path, keep. Paaval
vmﬁ:ainmeDhmurmonmofhh\du calendat,singmﬁomimppavaiversm
tobeblessed witha husband like Vishnu ‘Thimself, These verses are even
nowtaughtas partof cultural. gxoonﬂnginmany}-ljndufanﬁlim

Akka Mahadevi 2 Akka Mahadevi wasa prominent figure of the
Veerashaiva Bhakti movement of 12th century Karnataka. She was bormn

in 1130CE and iived untii 1160. Her Vachanas in Kannada, & form of
sponlaneous mystical utterances, are considered her most notable
contribution to Kanmada Bhakti literature. 1t is not ciearty mentioned as in
what raagas she sang. But her peems cailed Vaclianas are favourites in
every household in Kamnataka till date. She rejected a fife of luxury to five
asa wandering poet-saint. traveiling throughout the region and singiug praises
10 her Lord Shiva. Atrue asoetic, Akka Mahadevi is said to have refused
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any clothing which was a commont practice among male aseetics,
hing for a woman. Legend has it that due to her true Iove ami
% with God Mallikarjuna, lier whole body was protected by hair.
¢ hier amous vachana translates as )

el without a face

warld, how can you be modest?

all the worldis the eye of the lord,

goking everywhere, what can you
und conceal?

Helavanakatte Giriyamma (Around 1750 A.D):
vannkatte Giriyamma was one of the Haridasa women, the other
ng Harapanhally Bhimava who had Ankitha nama as “Bhimesha
hna'", basically from Ranebennurof Dharwar district. She lived around
iy l%m(knmwandwashavhxgpoomamumhaof Sri Sumateendra.
prthary, Sri Gopala Dasaru and Sri Satyabodha Theertharu.
was a strong devotee of Ranganatha Swamy,
. As she was a lady and further
against} posing keerthanass. But
she came to be adored by everyone as Yasoda maa herself.
Yeenai Dh 1 :Veenai Dt 1 was a highly
iplished Camatic musician, and the torchbearer of the School of
patic Music that goes by her name. She was both a vocalist and a
er on the veenai. She lived between 1867 and 1938.
Dhanammal was bom in George Town, Madras (now Chennai),
icians and dancers. Her grandmother
hi was a reputed dancer, and her mother was a vocalist who
jad under Sub!)axaya Sastri, the son of Syama Sastri of the Carnatic
prposer trinity.
Inaddition to training by ‘her family members, Dhanammal also
from Walajapet Balakrishna Das (“Padam Baladas”), 2 blind
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musician who wasa repository of the padams of Kshetrayya, and Satanur
Pancanatha Iyer.

gardingthe veenaiasant +completeand perfect initself,
she played it without plectrum, often mpanied by her own singing. Her

music is documented ina set of historical recordings. Her personal style,
known as the Yeenai Dhanammal bani, s still regarded as ayardstickin
termsofadt to traditional valuesand i i i
Her legacy was being cartied forward by het grandchildren, T- Sankaran,
dancer T. Balasaraswet, T. Muktha, T. Brinda, and T. Viswanathan. Inthe
present generation Padma Sri (Smt) Aruna. Sairam , whoisa: discipleof T.
Brindais carrying forward this tradition.

A commemorative postage stamp on her was issued on 03-
December-2010

Ambnjam Krishna (Composer) Smt Ambujem Krishnawas
born on 21% May 1917, asthe daughter of KV Rangalyengar, aleading
advocate of Madurai. Her parents, being great lovers of music, pnt ber
under thetitelage of Karaikkudi Ganesan and Ganesa Bhagavatar. Married
at a youngage to her cousin TS Krishna, of the famous TVS farily, she
continued her education post inarriage and went to graduate from the
Lady frwin Collegeat Delhi to acquire a degree inHomc Science.

Tn August 1951, during her visit to the Samadhi of Tyagaraja at
Tiruvayyaru she was blessed with the inspiration to cOMpPOs® songs. Her
first kriti was Unnai allAlon Goddess Meenakshi, patron Goddess ofher
home town, Later, she composed in several languages such as Telugu,
Kannada, Sanskrit, Hindi and Tamizh. Somewhat hesitantly she gathered
courage to show fer creations to her husband, who encouraged her to
consult Musiti Gubramania lyer about their quality.

Musiri was very much impressed with the lyrical content and
praised her. He then offered to setthem 10 nusic. While Smt Krishna had
sung the songs to ‘herself in tunes that accurred 1o her, she was most
happy that these were to be settotune by 2 renowned musician. Later,
she was to have her songs tuned by several leading vidwans and vidusbis
such as Semmangudi Srinivasa Tyer, VV Sadagopan, Sattur AG
Subramanian, Madurai Krishnan, Dr S Ramanathan, KC Tyagarajas,
KR Kedaranathan, TN Seshagopalag, R Vedavalli, Ananthalakshmi
Sadagopan and: Charumati Ramachandran.
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ties for learning music in Madurai,
ith well know

fouse to house encouraging parents to send their children to the music
achool. Her efforts bote fruitand today the institution. isa flourishing college.
Bmi Krishna also provided Madurai with its first auditorium, Lakshmi
Bundararn Flall, named afier her mother inlaw.

Peading a life of simplicity, Smt Krishna devoted her time to
somposing and singing. Her songs were compiled and released in four
vol\\me§ titled the Gitamala, Several songs ofil} exist in manuscript forn.

Smt Krishna passed away on 20" October 1989, havingleda contented
. Jifeof artistic expression.

M. S. 'Subbulakshmi (Classical Vocalist) 3 Madurai
Shnnm.ukhavafhvu Subbulakshmi?, also known as M., wasatenowned
Camatic v?cahst. She was the first musician everto beawarded the Bhatat
Ratna, India’s highest civilian honour.

Born: September 16, 1916, Madurai

Died: December 11,2004, Chennai

Spouse: Kalki Sadasivam (m. 1940-1997)

Children: Radha Viswanathan, Vijaya Rajendran

Awards: Bharat Rana, Padma Bhushan,Padma Vibhushan

Sheis also the first Indian Musicianto receive Ramon Magsaysay
award in 1974, M. 8. Jakshmi was born to khaVadivu
Ammel(veernap ; ' ialyex Hermother belonged to Devadaasi
. ity b: olutionay st Kalki Sadasivam magried her and was

instrurental in bringing out her prodigal talenttobe seen by the entire world.

. Subbulakshmi (Kunjamma to her family) was born in Medurai,
wh.!clf‘{vaspanofMadanx id Her grandmother Al 1 was
.vahmst.. She sfarled learning Carnatic music atan early ageand trained
inCarnatic mnsic under the tutelage of Semmangudi Srinivasa lyer and
subsequently in Hindustani music under Pandit Narayanrao Vyas. Her
mmhﬂ,ﬁmumedevadasi ity, was 2 must t and aregular
slage pferformer, .ﬂlld Snbbulakshmi grew up in an environment very
jve to musical mmmg Her musical interests were also shaped by

Karaikudi Sambastva Iyer, Miazhavarayanendal
dhar and Ariyakudi jalyengar.
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Subbulakshmi gave her first public performance, at the age of
eleven, in the year 1927, in the 1 00 piliar hall inside
the Rockfort Temple, Tiruchirappelli; with Mysore Chowdiah on the violin
and Dakshinamousthy Pillai on the mridangam.

n 1936, Subbulakshmi moved to Madras (now Chennai). She
also made her film debut in Sevasadan in 1938, Subbulakshmi gave her
first performance at the prestigious Madras Music Academy in 1929, when
shewas 13 yearsold. The performance: consisted of singing ‘bhajans (Hindu
hymns). The academy known for its scrupulous sciection process broke
the tradition by inviting ayoung girlasakey performer. Her performance
was described s spelibinding and eamed her the admiration as musical
genius from critics. Soon after her debut performances, Subbulakshmi
became one of the leading Carnatic vocalists.

By theage of' seventeen, Subbulakshmi was giving full-fledged
solo coneerts at the Madras Music Academy. She travelled to London,
New York, Canada, the Far East, and other places as India’s cultural
ambassador, Her concerts 8¢

Edinburgh International Festival of Musicand Dramain 1963

Camegie Hall,New York; the UN General Assembly on UN day

in 1966

Royal Albert Hall, London in 1982

Festival of Indiain Moscow in1987

were significant landmarks in her carect. In 1969 she was
accompanied by ndian Railways Advisor SN Venkata Rao to

3+ here she glorified: t temple

1 deity inth

by singingin front of them.

After the death of her husband Kalki Sadasivam in 1997, she
stopped all her pubfic performances. M.S.alsoacted ina few Tamil films
in her youth. Pandit Jawaharlal Nebru had this to say about M.S.
Subbulakshmi- «YWho am [, a mere Prime Minister efore a Queen of
Music”. While Lata Mangeshkar ealled her Tapaswini (the
Renunciate), Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan termed her
Suswaralakshmi (the goddess of the perfect note), and Kisbori
Amonkar {abelled her the ltimate eighth note or Aathuvaan Sury ‘which
1 above the seven notes ‘Pasic to all music. The great ‘national leader and
et Qaroiini Naidu called her “Nightingale of India”. Her many famous
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of bhujans include the chanting of Bhaja Govindam, Vishn
pnama (1000 names of Vishnu), Hari Tuma Haro and

te prabl (musical hymns ken Lord Balaji
e morning). The Kaneheepuram Saree shade known as MS
pamod after her by the well known Congress party member and
opist, Sri Muthu Chettiyar when they met at the residence of Sxi
Jurai and Smt. Thangam Alyadurai at Lady Desikachari Road,
\ho were close friends of MS and Sadasivam.

commemorative postage stamp on her was issued on 18-

pri withth il
charity. She has given more than 200 charity
and raised well over Rs. 10,000,000. She wes awarded hoporary
from several Universities. She wasan ardent devotee of Kanchi
amigal and sherendered his: composition Maithreem Bhajatha (O
d1 Cuitivate peace) in her concertat the UN in 1966., The royalty
Venkat prabh inG ph record of HMV
Veda Patasala run by the Tirupati Tirumala
sthanam. She donated may of the royelties on several best sold
tomany charity organisdtions.
p K Pattammal : Padma Bhushan Damal Krishnaswami
immal? is one of the iegendary exponents of Carnatic music. She is
o one of the most adored Female Trinity of Carnatic Music, the other
w boing MS Subbulakshrmi and M 1. Vasantha Kumari.
rns 19 March 1919

o of Birth: Kanchecpuram

s Sri Kril Dhikshith and Smt Kanthimathi

‘Malden name: Alamelu, Pet name: Patta
1 She was just nine when she first appeared on the dais. She went
Jace in a field that was once considered a male
on. When the country’s tryst with destiny began onthe midnight of
15,1947, itwas D.X. Pattammal’s voice onAll indiaRadio (AIR)
‘called upon people to SiNg <Aduvome pally paduvome.’But what has
femained alittle known secret is that Pattammal may Tave lent her voice
10 the background score of Hollywood film Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde(1941 ).Carnatic Vocalist Nityashree Mahadevan is her




Role of Women in glorifying Carnatic Classical Mnsic: 34

granddaughter. She was the first Brahmin woman (o have performed
Camat_ic music publicly, both on stage and on AIR, when there was a big
taboo in society that Brahmin woman should not perform on stage. A
commemorative postage stamp was issued on heron03Sep 2014. Her
perfect rendering of Ragam Tanam-Pallavi, amusical form that hadbeen
amale bastion, earned her the name of “Pallavi Pattammal”,

She lived a balanced and {ulfilling life thanks to her husband ‘

Ishwaran lyerwho supported her inall her ‘pursuits. An Electrical Engincer,

who was working with Electricity department, he resigned his i
hecontakecare of alt her organizing, administation und el o

With many achievements in her career, she also did not fail to bring out her
successorin Music, Dr. Nithyashree Mahadk whoish d

She Jived 2 prosperous family life and had the privil ing

K?nakaabhishekam done by her great grandson (4*‘;ena:%i:{ é?ﬁlﬂ:g

this world, her divine music, she left for the heavenly abode on 16Ju]y2009g
ML Vasantha Kemari : Madras Lalitangi Vasanthakymari®,

‘was aCarnatic musician and playback singer for film songs in many Im:hal::
MLV and her poraries D. K. P: and MS were

adored as the female trinity of Carnatic Music,

Born: July 3, 1928, Chennai
Spouse: Krishnamurthy (m. 1951)
Children: Srividya, Krishnamurthy Sankararaman
Died: October 31,1990, Chennai
BornonJuly 3, 1928, 10 a Brahmin father
and amother of devadasi origin, MLV was naturally
inctined to singing, and learnt many Dasar kritis
from her mother Lalitangi. Keen on studies, MLV’s
academic plans, however never fructified thanks to
{ate, and gury GN.Balasubramaniam,
She seemed to absorb GNB’s tutelage like a blotter, i
; ;, soaking u
every nuance, Carried away by her enthusiasm, she preseiited in a. coucerf
the song *Kaaranam Ketta Vaadi? in Purvikalyani, at a time when this
song, lgncd and sung by GNB, was to be refeased shortly on plate. GNB
Wais quite upset and cut off ties with her for some time, Of course, gury
and sishya were later reunited. To quote GNB, “Vasanthi typifies real
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ipleship —- she absorbs all, but presents her own glorious creations.”
¥, no one eould have summed up MLV better.
MUV’ foray into films brought her more fame and money. Her
Kritis were sublime expressions of melody. Her eloguent rendition
itar kritis gained her great appreciation. She would clear doubts
skrit with Embar Vijayaraghavachariar. The month of Margazhi (Dec-
sequired a special charm with her renditions of Andaal’s Thiruppavai.
itions to support Bharatt by her daughter Srividhya were
ghable. In 1976, MLV was honoured with a doctorate degree
Mysore University for her work with regard to Purandaradasa’s
butions to music. MLV also received the third highest civilian honour
Hpm the Indian Government, “Padma Bhushan””. In 1977, atage 49, NEV
oame the youngest woman to eain the award and title in Carnatic
Mwwic, Sangita Kalanidhi. She also received the Sangeeﬁ'}fa
thnmam award given by The Indian Fine Arts Society, Chenuai in
7.MLV was a front ranking artiste for more than 50 years, Padma
i Smt Sudha Raghunathan!¥, renowned vocalist and Violinist A
kanyekumari areher students.
. Twenticth century Carnaticdnos : Performing classical music
a duos started with T Brinda & T Mukta. Radha and Jnyal?kshm‘i,
> popularly known as Radha Jayalakshmi were Indian Carnatic music
vocalistdno as well as playback singers in films in the 1940s and 1950s,
before they became musicteachers. The person who did playback singing
was Jayalakshmi but was named as Radha Jayalakshmi in the cine field.
Actually, Radha was her cousin sister and singing partner on the stage
performances. They wer early singers in the trend of duo singing in Camatic
music, which started in the 1950s, with performers like Soolamangalam
Sisters, and later continued by Bombay Sisters, Priya Sisters, Mambalam
Sisters and Ranjani-Gayatri . The duo were awarded the 1981 Sangeet
Nalak Akademi Award in Carnatic Music — Vocal, given by the Sangeet
Natak Akademi,! India’s National Academy for Music, Dance and
Drama. Vidushi Jayalakshmi died in Chennai on 27 May 2014.
Radhaand Jayalakshmi learnt music from G N. Balasut i
‘himself. Priya Sisters (Haripriya and Shanmukhapriya) are their students.
Sikkil Sisters —Kunjumani & Neela
Sikkil Knnjumani, the elder of the sisters, was born on June 15,
1930 and Sikkil Neela, the younger was born on September 6, 1940.
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Together they are famously known as the Sikkil Sisters. Their
father Azhiyur Natesa lyer was amridangist. Kunjumani started learning
musie from her father initially and then learnt flute from her maternal uncle
Azhiynr Narayanaswami Jyer. Necla learnt flute from her sister
Kunjamani. Kunjamani, began giving concerts from the ageof nineand
Neela from the age of seven. Sikkil Sisters have becn giving concerts
together, since 1962. They are top artistes of the Al India Radio and they
have been giving hundreds of performances at sabhas, television and
elsewhere, both within India and abroad. The sisters ‘blend the tone and
play on their flntes and the merger total and effect remarkable. They are
known for the chaste, orthodox style in rendering raga, kriti and swara,
Sikkil Kunjumani died on November 13,2010, in Chennai, aged 83 and
her sister is alive. Sikkil Mala Chandrasekar, the danghter of Siklil Neela
is following her mother’s footprints as flautist.
Honours and awards they received include Kalaimamani bythe
Tamil Nadn Sangeetha Nataka Sangam — 1973, Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award - 1989, Sangeetha Kalasikhamani by The Indian Fine Arts Society,
Chennai ~ 1997, Sangeetha Kalanidhi - 2002, Padmashree ~ 2004,
Contempotary Classicai MusiciaHarinama Sankcertan
Exponent: Bhagavatha Shi i Stat Kanthimathi Santhanami™ is
a d Classical music Guruand S; dhaya Harinama
exponent. Harinaam Sankeertan is called mother of Classical music forit
provides all nourishment and support for Classical music to survive the
tests of time. Trained in Camnatic classical by Sangita KalaNidhi
Mudikondan Verk Iver, St Kanthirathi Santt h ipiled
and authored many books like Bhakti Ranjani, Shodasa Ganapathy,
Ambaal Divya Naamam and Naama Ratna maala®™ to propagate this
tradition. Also, she has written and composed many bhajans and
Naamavalis in her Naama Ra‘na Maala. She was awarded the title
Bhagavatha Seva Mani by Shankaracharya, She is a great achiever, for
she has proved her excclleace in Sampradliaya Bhajan, which has been a
male bastion for centuries. She is also my beloved Guru from whom 1
learnt this tradition and also Classical music.

Kalai iDP: is the only woman composer to
Tave writts in all 72 Melakartha raagas. She has published
it as Mela Raga Kriti Maala, auth byDr. SR han and
Veenai S Balachander,
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Dr. S Bhagy hmi has iled and published a book
yas in Carnatic Music which serves as anauthentic source of reference
{gamers, researchers and performers.
Violinists : Dr. N, Rajam (born 1938) is an Indian violinist \',vho
) Hindustani classical music. A Professor of Musicat Banaras Hindu
verslty, she eventually became Chair of the depariment and the Dear'A
the college She was awarded the 2012 Sangeet Natak Akademi
ship, the highest honour in performing arts conferred by the Sangeet
Akademi, India’s National Academy for Music, Dance and Drama,
asarala Kauyakumariis a renowned fc:n_xale Ca'matic
sic violinist from South India. Kanya.k'um?.r: is a ngmve of
ayanagaram, AndhraPmdahandhasbemlivmgquk}cmm formore
" than 4 decades. She was fortunate to be a sishya (disciple) of 3 great
Iagendary gurus, vaturi Vij Rao, M. Chandrasek and M. L.
thakumari,

Nasan

: Innovations and Chailenging Feats- She has many‘su?cessful
ereative innovations to her credit. “Vadya Lahari” her hrlain childis a,?_ew
¢ombo ofthe violin, veena and Nadaswaram. “Tristhayl sangammam,” isa
Confluence of 3 violins playing in different octaves portraying a special
dlmension. Others were, “Carnatic Music Ensembles” of 25, 50, 75 and
100 violins as well as 100 bl X the

millennium, A music piece “100 ragamalika swarams” ‘hich exposes her

dexterity in bringing out the raga swaroopam in just one a‘va.rthana each
and 29 bours nonstop thon p Many,. estly aMs
and titles have beent d upon her including Ke from
Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Dhanurveena Praveena, a title bestowed on 1:151'
hy M.S. Subbulakshmi, Sangeeta Kala Nipuna from the Mylapore Fine
‘Arts Clnb, 2002, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, 2003, Sangeetha
Chudamani Award from Krishna Gana Sabha, 2012.

Dr. M. Narmadha is a violinist in the C?rrpa}\ic and
Hindustari traditions. Narmadha is the daughter of violinist M. S.
Gopalakrishnan. She trained with her grandfather, Parur A. Sundaram ]}"er,
and later, her father. Her doctoral thesis compares North a‘l'-li fﬂouth [nd)lfin

ic styles. Bom into a family of lished musici \
:::‘:iyud genre of Parur-MSG tradition with formal training from her
grandfather Shri Parur A Sundaram Iyer from the age of four, fathex:
Padmashri M.S, Gopalakrishnan and mother Smt. Meenakshi
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Goplakrishnan. With the rare privilege of learning both Karnatak and
Hind i systems sirnull ly from her father in violin and from her
mother in vocal she has proved her excellence in both styles.

A career gold medalist, top grade artiste of All IndiaRadio,
Narmadha won her Doctorate from Delhi University as a Senior U.G.C
fellow for her unique thesis on Comparative study of Raagas of Indian
Music later published as a book titled. ‘Indian Music and Sanchara in

* Raagas’ under the guidance of Sitar maestro Prof. Debu Chaudhuri and
vocalist DrK.GGinde,

In&xepresentgmeraﬁonwehaveLalithxandNandini,dminvioﬁm
Other disciples :

E. Gayathri, a prodigal artist, also known as Veena Gayathri, is
a i veena exp She was app as Honorary Director
of Tamil Nadu Government Music Colleges (in Chennai, Thiruvaiyaru,
Madurai and Coimbatore) by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, J.
Jayalalithaa, in2011.

Padmashri Arnna Sairam is a noted vocalist of repute, who is
dedieatedly carrying forward the musical tradition of Dhanammal lineage
received from her Guru T Brinda.

Dr RN Srcelatha, who hails from the Rudhrapattanam tradition
of Karnataka isa d Vocalist and acad and icologi:
who has great number of research and lecture d ions to her credit.
She has been awarded Karnataka Kala Shri. She retired as Principal,
College of Fine arts, University of Mysore. She is a purist in that her
rendition of Ragam Tanam Pallavi is incomparable, She has been

: leamm'uy Ay 4 \:‘ dreds afmikel umgh
her Sheutimanjari Foundation,

Dr. Padma Murthy is a disciple of the stalwart Mysore K.
Vasudevachar. She also learnt from D K Jayaraman and RK Srikantan.
Between 1973 and 1978, Padma earried out in-depth research on the
Psychology of Music and Musie Therapy at the National Institute of Mental
Health and Neuro Seiences (NIMHANS), Bengaluru. She served as the
Professor and Chairperson, Department of Performing Arts, Bangalore
University. Later, she served as Dean and Visiting Professor at the Sri
Padmavathi Mahila University, Tirupati. Her work on music therapy has
brought her international repute,
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Dr: Radha Bhaskar is a woman of unique combination. She is
ished musician. Also, she is acultural and journalist,
who! ing a monthly magazin lassical music, di
= gince st 1] years.
In this article | have tried to bring focus on those trendsetters V\fho
. gwam ngainst social current to secure recognition for feminine contribution
- fowiirds Carnatic music. [ al ledge the fact that 1} names
{n mind which1 could not pen for lack of dfsta and proof about.the sarme, as
well as paucity of space. Also, 1 have deliberately avoided life details of
llving musicians for it is their own right and choice to shave their personal
dotails. But time and again, 1 happen 1o Witness situations where wornen
were discouraged from choosing Classical music as profession by'thexr
s, one classic example being myself. 1 was groomed tobe anEngineer.
But the spark of Classical music in me grew so big e ﬂ.gme that as time
passed it did not let me do anything but elassical nusic. As | came out
successfully to perform Kheyal of Bade Ramdas Gh‘afan.a on stage, my
Guru revealed to me that he had broken )‘.he social conditioning to wn.ch me
this Keyal form, for it has been the unwritten rulenot to teach Keyal singing
to female artists, in this musical lineage. Even today I have come across
several cases were the parents put their heart and soul to groom the girl to
be aperforming Classical musician, but the in-laws curb her interests fo: it
was not in their family tradition. Th y living ; s who
gotadivorce for they did not want to compromise with parrow minded
social restrictions being imposed o them. Un.predic“babxhty in career

d

sexual gender discris al restrictions

et factors whichare il being valiantly foughtagainst by the present
icians. Let the inspiration and blessi 3 sefters
day PRTNY
guide ustoexplore greater possibilities.
‘Works Cited )
. Bharathi, Dr. K.A. Pakkirisamy, Indiya Isai Karuvoolam, Chennai-
78 Kuchelar Padippagam, Aug2002,

. ipedi it “Veenai D L Wikipedia, The Free

Ency;Iopedim Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 2 May. 2015.
Web. 7 May. 2015.

. Pesch, Ludwig. The Mlustrated Guide to South Indian Classical
Music, New Dethi: Oxford University Press, 1999, p. 264. )
. “Stamps - 2010”. Department of Posts, Governiment of India.

Retrieved 2 August 2013.




Role of Women in glorifying Carnatic Classical Mnsic: 40

Authors of Ambujam Krish: dras Heri d Carnatic Music,
sriramv.wordpress.com, 1 INov2008, web, 07May2015
Wikipedia contributors. “M. S. Subbulakshmi.” Wikipedia, The
Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 4 May.
2015. Web. 7 May. 2015.

Sundararaman , Mrs Gayathri , dkpattammal.org, web, 07May2015
Wikipedia contributors. “M. L. Vasanthakumari.” Wikipedia, The
Free Er lopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyelopedi 30 Apr.
2015. Web. 7 May. 2015

SubbaRao, T. V. Studies in Indian Music, London, Asia Publishing
House, 1962,

Ayyangar, R. R. History of South Indian (Carnatic) Music, Madras,
Published by tie author, 1972.

“SNA: List of Akademi Awardees”. Sangeet Natak
Akademi Officiai website, 10Jan2015

“Gayathri Echatpati”. indiamusicinfo.com. Archived from the
original on 14 December 2012,

www.sudharagunathan com, web, 07May2015

Santhanam Smt. Kanthimathi (compiler), Samshepa Radia
Kalyanam, Chennai, Creative Enterprises, 2011

D. Pattammal, Mela Raaga Krithi Mala, Chennai 5, Shekar Offset
printers, 1996

www.thehind /

iti i bsi dk

pattamunal/article4989223 ece, 05Aug2013, web, 07May2015

Dr. §. Bhagyalekshmi, Raagas in Camatic Musie, Nagetkoil 629003,
CBH publications, 1999

Vintage Musie from India: Early Twentieth-Century Classical and
Light-Classical Music, British Journal of Ethnomusicology, Vol. 3,
{1994), pp. 132-132

Wikipedia contributors. “Gauhar Jaan.” Wikipedia, The Free
Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 21 Feb. 2015.
Web. 7 May. 2015.

Raju Sri S BalaChandra, Raaga Bhavaartham, , Chennai 17,
Narmadha Padippagam, second edition 1998

- visionary Millenni

Geuder Equality, Women’s Empowerment
and the role of Edncation

Arti Srivastava

Even though women have made real gains we are constantly

reminded of how far we have to go to be able to realize equality between

men and women. World leaders recognized the pervasiveness of

and viol d girls whenthey signed'the
um Declaration in 2000. Among the eight Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs), they inchuded gender equality and women's
cmpowerment.!
" The goal of gender equality and women's e_mpowerment u-acke,d
£ school enrolment, women’s share of paid work, and women’s
pmgx@ss ? i i Tt {obal attention and action, It sought
to hold i bilise much needed resources and
to hold government accountable, mo! :
formulate new laws, policies, pro; a es and data. But there are glaring

are tal issues, such as women’s right

. PP ‘dand ibilitis,

to q : ties,
By failing to address the structural causes of discrimination and

violence against women and girls, progress towards equality has]géesn
stalled. Of all the MDGs, the least progress has been made on MDGS,
i th;, reduction of maternal mortality. To make greater progress, w,e
Lz;d to give further importance to the goals of gender equality, women’s
n‘ghts ax?d women’s empowerment, all of which are gox_mded in hm
:ghts and tackle unequal powerretations. Threc areas require urgent action.
First, ending violence against women and girls mustbea Apnonty. S‘ec‘md,
d q ] OP; it ; an

::’::\Iilsaen:cmty, Equal access to land and credit, natural resources,
Bank were the. sponsors.

+UNDP, UNESCOU;, NICEF and the World
PAP}oined as the fifth UN sponsoring agency after the conference

(UNICEF, 1999)
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decent work and cqual pay needs to be addressed with renewed urgency.
And third, women’s voices must be heard. For democracy to be: meaningfiil
and inclusive, womer’s voices and leadership st be. arnplified inall public
and private spaces. Despite progress in recent years women comprises
Just 20% of parliamentarians and 27% of judges?

France and India have a strategic partnership of prime importance.
‘We cooperate on the most sensitive of subjects like social matters. To
know about French experiences towards gender equality and whether
reservations are enough o ensure women sharing equal space in Parliament
and corporate boardrooms, the views. of Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, France’s
minister for women’s rights may be shared. She says—

o ing on the situation of isalsoaboutcarrying
common initiati the i ional stage. hal Tieahead
of us- the 20" anniversaries of the Beijing and Cairo conferences and the
review of the Millennium Development Goals. We must ensure that
promoting women’s full rights remains an uncontested goal for the
international community™,

Belkacem believes that along with financial measures, achange of
mentelities will be necessary to bring about progress in the situations of
women. She believes that the state is responsible for guaranteeing equatity
between men and women. She is convinced that the sehool, and more
generally, educetion must contribute to the fight against discrimination.
She has pointed toward the positive signs sent by India, such as the recent
appointmentofa women to head the State Bank of India. Another example
is Cap Gemini subsidiary in India which has a workforce 0£ 40000 in nine
cities and is helmed by a women. She has also pointed towards several
political parties and important states which are led by wome...

For increasing representation of women in political and corporate
worlds reservation of seats as a solution is uet promoted in France. They
chose to take the legislative road to improve the situationi.e. if| political
parties donot respect parity in legistative elections, they have to pay fines.
Atieast40% ion of women ive boards of b pari
is required otherwise fines will be exacted. President Hollande of France
has appointed, for the first time, a strictly parity-based government. This has
sctan iple of si for women and their empowerment.

Our country has done a lot for the welfare of women under both
women-specificand lated Iegislations. The g offadia
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sct goals of gender equality and cmpowerment of women, emdf
ribed policies and operational strategies to ensure Lh'e progress o
men. The principle of gender equality is enshnnejd in the‘ Indnlan
nstitution, in its Preamble, Fund: i Rights, F m Duties
Directive Principies. Tk itution not only gt s equal o women,
bt also empi the state to adopt ares of positive discr ;
A favour of women. In the National Policy for the Empowerment of
Women, 2001, tt ine goals for women’s welfare and
along with action plants to achieve those goals. ‘
However, there still exists a wide gap between the goals enunciated
{n the constitution, legistation, policies, plaz.ls, progmﬂ,~m related
mechanisms on the one hand and the situational reality on tk'xe status of
‘women in India, on the other. This has been‘anal.yzed extensively mﬁ:e
Reportof the Committee on status of women u31d15, “Towards Bquality”,
1974 and highlighted in the National Persp Plan forWomn?n, 19{38-
2000, the Shramshakti Report, 1988 and the Platform for Action, Five
Years After-An Assessment™. o
We are ot satisfied with the present state: of womenand girl cﬂkluéfle.
The reason is we have failed tochange tt lity of 10
ivil women, The authorities cor
g-as‘s-roots Jevel X»:hndeny any| pnvﬂeg; ui e W)meumdme§L
i tts, teachers and women themselves are respon#l} e
ggm’glig?::rmem because it is they who are suppo;eflto \ml}ze
the facilities provided by the State for the benefit ?f women. Itisimperative
that India b d about their leg;lh rights ass 2 :c?:tx;i
i ir safety, security and empowerment. The messa;
x;g’::mfz:n‘f ;; zlaeart.ysimplyzaking laws is not enough. Amess and
enforcement are equally, if not more necessary, to ensure their success.

In the attainment of gender equality and women’s enlxpowe.nnem,
education has also an i oleto play. 'Ithe ! Itipl I of
gender equality like equality of access, equfa.hty inthe leaming process,
equality of educational outcomes and equahty'of f:xternal r.esults need to
be heeded and dealt carefully to achieve equality in education. )

iy et g i

u; Lasic ducation. Actual d: rather than 1 is better
:ndieator of whether access has been achieved.
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Equality in the leaming process means that girls and boys receive

equitable treatment and attention and have equal opportunities to learn.,
This means that girls and b posed to the same curricul
teaching methods and materials that are free of stercotypes and gender
bias. Both of them should have the freedom to learn, explore and develop
skills inall academic and extracurricular offering.
Equality of ed
equal opp to achieve and

girlsand boys enjoy
are based on their individual

into future grades, or other types of educational opportunities, the extent to
which there may be bias in the hanisms is an i iderati
when trying s quality of s d equali
Equality of external results oceurs when the status of men and
‘women, their access to goods and resources, and their ability to contribute
to, participate in and benefit from economic, social, cultural, and political
activities are equal. This implies that career opportunities, the time needed
to l after leaving fuall t ducation and th i f

ngs

men and women with simil i d equal.
The above mentioned four dimensions of gender equality in

ion are related. Women'’s equality cannot b d only through

butit cannot be without education. This education ma

be formal or informal, it may be directly dialectie, analytic, merely

information based or icating | ge through i

but cducation in a wide sense is a pre-requisite for value change and

. 8.

without h new social obj can takeroot.

Ifeducationistobe ane of the P gender equality
and wommen’ the dinat and bek modificatious
needied to be achieved need to be dand explained. The text books
should be free of gender bias and the should

their own biases so that they can become instruments of change.

1tis, therefore important, that if we expect cducation to be a means
of promoting women’s equality, we should ensure that in the text books,
and in co-curricular and extra-curricular activities there are themes and
topics which will make the young think and discuss the subject, while we
need notin fact shouid not, promote particular stereotypes of a free and
equal women we shotld be able to indicate that equality is an important
value that needs to be realized in our society in respect of ‘men-women,
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sor and as between different ethnic, religious and l_inguis.ﬁc groups.
hould be able to explain the various aspects or d.nmensfolns of the
of equality in civic, political, economic and social familial sphex:e
Upto this point the task of promoting the concept of women's
education may be relatively simple. What ;
p\‘i’t‘}:::ﬁlhm ideaat the rational, intellectual level and it is po:sfble to
d teachers who accept it and can speak about it competently.
Whil caution in advocati leed asa policy
purely on the basis of caleulating the wider sloci'al rt}tufns to sych
tmicnt, it is important to reorganize that investing in girls ec.igcauon
{ntrinsic value, and opens up possibilities or opport{.lmues for
insformation of gender relations, even though focus on quality, content
process is unarguably important’.
Recent policy shifts in education have been articulated aro‘\:nd and
gr the 1990 Jomtien Conference, which gave rise to the Vforld
sclaration on Education for All”, backed by major mt'cmanoml and
ateral donors as well as national governments. Intemational consensus
ctations on education, viewing the rightto
lity, justic and i sense.(UNICEF,

poverty,

i ightsand d
weting women, p ‘human right . prots
u'::vhvnmemand eontrolling population growth” (UNICEF, 1999..1 3).8
A strong global goal can push our societies to the tipping point f’f
ejecting discrimination against women and girls and unleash the potential
" of halfthe population for more peaceful and a sustainable planet.
‘Works Clted

Puri, Lakshmi, Assistant Seetetary General, pN Women ©Listen
to your better half” as oited in Tlmes of India, May 30, 2013.

. bld.

’ Times of India, November 4, 2013, page 10, Caption 3 ”7.:he state
is responsible for guaranteeing male-female equality”.

. Thid.

. National policy for the empowerment of women 2 001,
Department of women and child development,
. Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India, Page 6.
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Diasporic Selves in the Making:
Reflections on Meena Alexander’s

Fault Lines
Manjari Shukia
The often-stated obj it o and memolrs
{5 the pursuitof identity. Memoirsare oughtto pethoughtofasa “parrative
ofmauthor’squestfor‘ + <+ dentity rather than achronicle, a 1

of events, or a bildungsroman wherein the author attainsa fixed-frame
identity” (Tudor 87). The text thus produced by such a writer is an
exploration of possible meanings, contradictions, constructions,

i et remberingsand forgettings, which
constitutes the texture of| Tife. Under such a parameter of Autobiography/
memoir writing, it isgiven that the process of weaving the story of one’s
life necessarily changes the texture: of that life inamajor way. The author’s

nglementin thetext him/hertol ass/heislearning
m@mmmmty isnot the end product only, butis rather a continuous
process jons and ions inanew phere. Tudor
inherarticle further exp h paradigm of Foucault’s thinking
gbout the self, which apiestt bject positions si ly: past,
present and future, aiid the movement of the self within these positions;
best explains this pl dentity ion(87) and its search by

the author, who is writing the memoir.
Tt otofiden 1fhe attempt to defineand share

ntity i
the identity is perhaps the roost challenging textual exercise that any author
col it ograph ‘Meena Alexander’s Fault Lines

jons’,

WIS - an

and‘;mnsmvﬁons’,’[hispaperwin chiefly evaluate how

)] Meena Alexander’s Fault Lines explorethe various dimensions
of her memoirand (b) ‘Tow the other memoirs by contemporary writcrs
fi th i hy © y diasporic discipli
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Itis 2 known fact that the literature of ‘diaspora, involves anidca
of ahomeland, a place from where the displ d i
of harsh journeys undertaken on account of ions or choices. It is
through experiences of distocati location and re-locations that
diasporic or migrant writers learn to live with multiple selves and
communities. These writers find solace inAutobiography/memoir writing
and are seen to find fro lex di i ities. The ing
of borders, dispersal, nostalgia for the homeland and feelings of alienation
inthe context of diaspora are used to express not oniy spatial perplexity
but also ideological and existential dist i
According to Susheila Nasta, South Asian diasporic writers in
general draw from thei subcontinental, multicultural, and multilingual
heritage, resulting ina sensibility which “Gs. adaptnotonly in daily transitions
(between and across ianguages and cultures), but in the broader translations
of a finguistic process that has historicelly inseribed sueh heteroglossic
ions,” which enabl “notonly to adapt, to assimilate and
appropriate, butalso 1o hybridize, reshape and sometimes deliberately
misappropriate” (240). The South Asian Amerioan women writers reflect
South Asia’s diversity in terms of religions, languages, and eultures Whi{e
sharing the experiences of direct or indirect migration — life in the U.S. as
members of visibly different citizen groups, and posteoloniality. However,
' b, led diasporic world while

some of them an
teaching and writing abroad, having i from the West’s
hungry priation of South Aslan cultural i

Th i ive and shifting localit tings
of the majority of South Asian American women’s writing, They are seen to
be trademarks in the writings of Abbasi, Alexander, Divakanmi, Sidhwa,
Suleri, Badami, Lahiri, and Naqvi, whose narratives are partly setin the
U.S., and partly in theirb ds. Christiane Schiote remarks in her article

entitled “Interpreters of Transnationalism: South Asian American Women

Writers” that thi p fien marked by an increased
code-switching from English ottt " -

reader out of familiar territory) i bly highlights issues of i
disparity, political conflicts, and culturally di derrelations” (397).

Asan expatriate writer, Meena Alcxander describes herselfasa
“South-Indi -poet wi kes up lines in English, a loni
language [...] 2 Third World-woman-poet, who takes as her right the
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' {ntier city of Manhattan” (The Shock of Arrival 127). In terms of her

multilingual position and her multiple migrations (from India to Sudan,
Britain, the U.S. and back again), Alexander can be seenas exe‘x‘nplary of
s number of South Asian American women writers (Schlote, S}}red of
Memory”). She i ry when s} lizes her own very different
travel trajectory in an essay entitled “No Nation Womaff’: “Idid not leave
my motherland because of terror or politieal repression. I was not torn
sway {rom my ancestra} home. I did not come fr'om ashteti[...]. Onthe
brink of turning five, I left with my mother ona ship [...'] because my fathe:
gotajob he wanted to take, for a few years, faraway in another country’
(The Shock of Arrival 116).

Asatraveller of various traditions and cultures, the literary corpus
of Meena Al der is seen to have d almost three decades and

“liesat the s ion of ethnie American, post-colonial and women’s
studies” (PTM 1), Similarto ber lifesi wh X
border crossings, her writings eross the traditional boundaries and are

which: multipl

il to generate interdi y S}}ei ng the
prolific writers of diaspora who creates new hyl‘>r1d lnem:y fo::ms in _her
various genres of writing, be it poetry, memoir, fiction. There is anincredible
blend of western notes and Bhakti as well as Suﬁ poetry of. ‘non-western
tradition in her writings. Her works have received wor.IdwK.le accolac%es
and project her as one of the promising writers of Indian Diaspora with

" ial leash th iced. Her writing move beyond
the restricti ional and locally bound traditions and have the power to
create their own literary niche. The ongoing engageme_nt gf hei works is
the question of cultural legacy of ialisrn and i : effect
in the aftermath of decolonization. Lopamudra Basu and Cynthia Leen?ns
inthe ‘Introduction’ of the book entitled Passages to Manhattan write:
Although Alexander’s works originates in the very specific Iocaﬁfm
of her Kerala childhood and is shaped by the context of post'colomr;ad]
e bistory, it alsosi o it abite fhe fealm of a
Inl;xd;:n?ex:neme From the agc of five, Alexander experienced multiple
and continuous border crossings, from Kerala to Sudanat tjxrsL.fou'OWed
by travelling to England and returning to India, and culminating in her
‘migratory joumney to the United States (11).
As mentioned above the continuous border crossings by Alexander
gotreflected in her literary oenvre. While tracing the genealogy of women
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writers in India, Alexander finds & particular affinity with writers who have
sought to explore plex i ing from the embodi nature
of female sexuality. Lopamudra Basu and Cynthia Leenerts in the
‘Inttoduction’ of the book. entitled Passages, o Manhattan further explicate;
Like the epics and stori ining Sitaand Pa 'smother,
Alexander’s own writing is peopled by female bodies that bear the shame
and punishment of sarictioned and illicit sexuality. Fault Lines includes the
charaeter of the Stone cating girl, who is snbjected to public shame,
Alexander* tion with this girl highlights | istory
of sexual abuse, trauma and buried shame. In Manhattan Music after the
coruscating affair that Sandhya has with Rashid, she is left with a sense of
bodily shame which bringsclose to the verge of self destruction, (i0-i1)
One of the conspicuous features of Alexander’s writing is that she
does not stop by merely recording the traumas and turmoils of female
body and soul, but tries to deive deep into female sexuality in the newly

emerging patriarchies of' South Asian diasporic communities, Her vision

itappeaxstha:herwdﬁngsinvar-'
legacyofl97()sFtenchandAnwrican inism into. ductive dialog,

with 50 many struggles for social justice organized by women in India,
Therei: ducti isi itings of Alexander which establishes

a the

i bjectivity, (carrying
pastand the splintered present) along with racial

Meena Alexander’s Fault Lines is her autobiography and the
title of the book comes trom her feelings of disfocct and displ;

She wrote this memoir so g tofind a.m-iclocate her own self. Her childhood
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memoir was not Onlyto reiterate her past, but also to figure out who she is
powand 1o UNCOVer g buried trauma that changed the basic thinking of her
hildhood. Starting with a positive note about heli Cl‘ﬁldhogd’ Fault Lines
fakes her to amournfil state of being. In the opinion of Stelia Oh,asa
memoir, Alexander, with a “gendered

American nation, the figure of the South A sian Indian

! American Woman gccupies a problematic position in which her ‘un-
| American body” does ot fit with conditions for the US. citizenship.

Alexander’s notion of producing an identity i neverwholly spelt
out. She writes in Faulr Lines: “What I have forgotten is what [ have
writien: a rag of Words wrapped around the shard of recoltection, A book
with the tomends visible, Writing i hofahomeland” (4) Th

d faultlines inherent in Alexander ral and
it alse riddled . jes. She

withi

his again,

P th
{nher Fault Lines: “There's no ideal of poisein its construetion, just the
basting together of bits. Sometimes bits burstopen, split apart, and one
does not quite know howto go on, How to construct 5 Provisional seifto
live by. How t0 make up memory”. (177)
1tis inher memoir that she claims herselfto be woman “cracked
bymult i (FL.3). Thetext begins wit! X i ive poil
oforigin from Which she can telt her story. Another importan feacm_e ofher

iting is the abiliy tion about the ative cr to
mzln,‘gmeand getgder.'l'lﬁsinterrogaﬁonpmVIdﬂSabasis for stableseif-

itioning, She icular inscription of the body as a figure of s,
;n inscription, as Gayatri Gopinath suggests in Impossible Desiresto be
indicative of SHeiE Araoitred A

ifically .
reinforces uces the borders of different ‘home? spaces.
mmm M;‘fﬂ:ﬁ{;‘?ﬂe entitled “Femninist Politics; What's Home
Gotwdowithit‘r’hommeopinimofAlexande;’smanoirﬁmmakesme
reader aware of various “exclusions and Tepressions”, which both support
and arc derived from “the marginalizati ’di_ffel’efces“wx:ﬂﬁnaswellgs
ithout”. Alexanders mermor exoced: tobiography, soci
xst?;fam polil‘l:‘czl memoir asexpressed by J. Wigfall in her artioe “Rize
Over Fault Lines; ¢ ive Creativities,” Al der visuali;

diasporic stay differently ther South Asiandiasporie auth
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ShB iS fia, A4 Ked

e is fa by multiple migrati d
unified identity, which she has created on her own, s

Here it is pertinent to put
; putincontext, Sara Suleri’s Meatles;
and Rehman Rashid’s 4 Malaysian Journey, in the same tradit‘;glaﬁ'

not lose the

memoirwiit: ;
moir writing, For Sara Suleri, the memoir Mearless Daysisseentobe *
fident :

drum. She too articul thro
;emlembr'ance(s), anaiysis of historical and theoretical contexts, z‘:.ng{d1
mx:) n::';s ;:eai(s) from different and multipie perspectives, Through her
> S€ IS hever seen to reach a destination, byt .
0 v 1, but is alway 3
moxe, for her the Journey seems to be more important and t}lllse::itsh:
p ofhy ic di fascribed identity in her

.

X phical work. The ch thatare real life bet k
}?:,r such ways that.they Proveto be the guiding lights for the searching of
- u:‘vevyn s;lf.lréhxle exploring and talking about the family members, 2
of self discovery starts and it ends with a § i f
body which s at once a fixed ident ma;]\;{:‘m{]uxmpo.sed oot
) theri ir which th fonof an identi
;; :;1 Malaysz_an Jaurfzey by Rehman Rashid. Itis g nove] wnhﬂ;‘;ume‘g
o ux::loﬂ;ki:d ﬁxlx\fm;yt:a’s journey as a eountry from its pre-independence
®tme of the novel’s publication in 1993. Butmore than i
:—.B: J:i novei quas.hid’s personal journey as he rediscovered his co'.‘ul:!t’r;f
- ect:d own u:le’nuty. As su'ch, it was a highly personal memoir which
o ddmRash.ld ss?ateofmmd,hisoondition,andthepmblemswiﬁchhc
o ugh the years. Alienation wasone of the problems that Rashid
o P

Anath

P ich hout his life, Thi £ in
s, which could be through hi .. - many
iocation. Tisalienati wm‘;gh s ttaiey, language, refigon as wellas
Impose on him, or it could be from his refect; y ly

Rashid S;;nse ht:vrt“::lxem:aian o.nly further fuelled his eondition as bothan
hextema]mew}]m:’n h exdeoﬂnswuntrxwhmbylwwasunablemfeelat
et erhe was, I_twasonlya.ﬁerhediscardedhjsfo:cign view of
oo l'ly,castmgoﬁ‘hxsstateot‘mindasane:dleﬂtﬂ)eendofthsstofy
ath w:fsablBetoﬂEallyfeeiathomcwithuutbeingphgmdbyﬂmuglns
ration. By ing his homeland, it can be said that Rashi,

;Esnl.lkcepmgthestaneeandpmpecﬁvcofanexiieandwasvi.s;v?ld

aysia from the eyes of an exile and notanative, . "
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Sara Suleri’s Meatless Days and Rehman Rashid’s A Malaysian
Journey are two examples of memoir writing by two different writers,
‘written by keepingi i diffe texts of exile, alienati
and being animmigrant. When they are studied in context with the memoir
of Meena Alexander, we observe a different tone and texture in her writing.
Boththe i lish th ptof an I-dentity in an wifamiliar
land, far from the home country. The memoir by Alexander takes into
* account many issues of her personal turmoils and establishes herasa
victorious being in unfamiliar circumstances which were difficult for her.
Still there was a need to estabiish the identity and Alexander succeeded in
transforming herself. The stressful childhood memories she talks aboutin
her memoir were capable to build her stronger tamishing the ill effects by
hercontinuous struggles with her own being.

The outc f this readi iblishes the fact that how memoir
becomes an instrument for the writers, espeeially for those, who are far
from theirt Thy diti dci for bering

the homeland(s) are different, the issues of I-dentity formations are varicd,
butthe effect of memoir writing gives a kind of solace to both, the memoir
writer, and to the reader(s) who feei(s) ion with similar situati

Be it Sara Suleri’s Meafless Days, Rehman Rashid’s 4 Malaysiun Journey
orMeena Alexander’s Fault Lines for that matter; all these autobiographical

much of stress and turmoils;
how sif th lves b pping stones for the realisation of
being; and how through writing, an attempt is made to express and release
multiple ions of exile, alienation and belongi: The genre of

autobiograpby thus, becomes & device for these and for many other
contemporary writers, who use it to get rid of the traumas and sufferings
they faced. The concept of memoir writing also establishes the notion that

fought

victoriously to &st:bhshﬂmr I-dentity in & land far from their abode.
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Geuder Tuequality, Educatigy and
Ecouomic Development

Rekha Gupta

Man and woman are both equa'l m?d botl} Play avitai role in the
creation and development of their families in particularang e socielyin
general, Indeed, the struggle for legal equality has beey one ofthe major

ofthe women’s altoverthe worig 1y 11 32 ince

iong back, women were considered asan oppressed sectioy, of the society
and they were neglected for centuries. Ctex‘:der lnequaii(y refers to the
obvious or hidden disparities among mleI'duals 9N gender basis, This
problem inacute term emerged from geuder bla§ed TS Within the farmilies
& society which means the gender strafifieation or may; ng difference
between a gitt and a boy i.e.amaleora 'female‘ Howeve,, inequality
between men and women can take many different formg, 14 ecd, gender
‘ e bl Tk: issue ofgendbm a coliection of
" ite and interlinked problems, The etderinequality is one
&hlsp:;ahas beenpublicly reverbeiaﬁr:g xhr?ugh SOCIety for decades, Inthe

inth iries e
world in general and in 10p DCs]in ;
the women are inadequateiy served in terms of chucatmm health, social
status, ities and legal rights {G N 2005]4Inoursociety

there ;remany way for genderinequali.ty su'ch as i"‘equality inproviding
basic facilities, health facilities, education, job OPPortunity, pofitical and

8 . i i Reducar .
social op etc. The probiem of inec ucation being one
of the most pressing issues toda)’"T"afmomAlly’ 2boy's edycation has
beenseenasani i ‘dsocial status of the

family, however, different standards @11& for girls, Awo rding o Doiiar
and Gatti, 1999, in the poorest quamle-of ‘countries j 1990, only 5% of
adult women had any secondary education, "ne'halfoﬁhe Tevel for men.
Intherichest quartile, on the ptherhaud, 51% of adu Women had at least
some secondary education] 88% of the level formen,
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the world. A i "
contributes to higher fertility, ehild mortality and iow economic growth|
Hiiland King, 1995, Klasen, 1999, Murthi & Drez, 1995, Schultz 1994,
World Bank, 2001]. In making biasness among the gender India has ] 0th
rank out of 128 countries ali aver the world which is a matter of deep
concem forus. The main factor behind th £ inequality in education in
Indi iety is mainly eultural and aspects, Most of the parents
viewed the education of male child asasource of social and ecoriomical
security for themselves in the future, We can see gender dlfference in the
level of education or school attainment for boys and girls. There can be
clear cultural reasonbehinddaesetypeofmﬁmmatmostofﬂxe parents are
expected to live with their hild in theirold age. In India th ty
cost of education of children seen as a burden on the houschold, If the
financial condition of household s not strong then ﬂleysauiﬁoelbeeducﬂdon
of girl ehild, because due to the cultural practices a female child take a
bstantial part of households wealth 1o their in Eaws he time of her
marriage, whichiisa clear cut set back fo the financial condition of the family.
Therefore the parents don’t have any incentive to invest inthe education of
giri chiid. Along with that the benefit of the education ofa giri will went to the
other family where she will be. living afler her ‘marriage.

Further, imes the discrimination in s st .
also came from the selfmotivated deeision of women itselfby putting low
value to the education, ag they reflect what society expect 1o them. These
entire ph indicate cultural and i behind gender
inequelity in education in India, all mostall the Indian state face the same
problem of gender inequality in all the parts,

But. Y ifitshalf of leftbehindie.
women. Women constitute to be a signi partofh inany
society which is still waiting to get its due, There have been several studies
conducted on this issuc, which show that the women education play very
significantrole in any economy. In the connection with the above idea the
pmempaperuiesmmakeanmempttoiookaﬁbephmommnofgmder
inequality in education in India, Further the paper also trics to analyses the

iation tx ducati d ic d pment of India.

So we can see that there is gender inequality in education ali over
Toe . at gender’ o

Review of Litq : B ic Develop is the primary
objective of the majority of the world’s nations, ‘This truth is accepted
almost without controversy. Most of the economists agreethatthereisa

Gender Inequality and Education and ... : §7

ong rolation bety ducation and ic development. Th <
. o e 1 I:x stment
idly since the 1960s but has a much longer history. Inve: .
dwilopﬂﬁmi;' r:nv.t' source for imp ofhmna[xslc:l}:lle
p 0 v e,
ich is the most imp factor of develop n
m?‘]‘llfdany resoarchers [Noor, 1980, Cochrane,1988, Tlla}(, 1989(b),
Jeffery and Basu, 1996 ] have recognized educationas a basllc'nee‘d Lha;
helps in the fulfillment of other basic needs sueh as bet}el: uullza'tlon o
health facilitics, shelter, water, and sanitation and helps in 1mprovmg) the
i ife. Education playsan role in “process of
Quality of life. r rocessofexpendig
capabilities of people” [Sen, 1984: 497). Education plays an
:Il: igni lues?mﬁ:p ! ic devell [Tilak, 2005]
present i iswillingtobea
In era each and every nation of the world is wil obe
developed nation. But no country can progress if half of the popula.uon lls
left out, It is sheer wastage of haman resources and it has seriously
b od ic growth, Inthet ing of third millennjum it has
le women are
¢ focal agenda of global debate as to what rol
;c;:]gea:]h;i can p]ay%n development. Priorto 1970's when E'sther B‘oscruLp
blished her landmark book on women and devel itv st
the development process affected by men and women in the
x There havs been a number of theoretical and empmzial studies that
d that gender i ity in educati d .‘ e .
gmwﬂxﬁn y Hill mdeﬁﬁl%S] study the effect on income of gender meqw;hty
in education. Instead of trying to account for GDP growth, they relate
gender inequality in education to GDP levels. They find that a.Iow fema!et;
male enrollment ratio is associated with lower GDP per capita, overan
above the impact of female education levels on GDP per capita.
Barro [1998], find that female secondary educaﬁfm (rfs merﬁure‘d
by thesh Lorioa s iyt with ’::.'1.«"
d with growth, wk l dary is negy ly
associated with growth. ) )
Knowles and ottiers [2002] esti etheimp ‘gender 1
ineducation on GDP per capita in an cxplicit Solow framgworh trea?ng
male and female education as separate factors of production. They in
that gender i lity in education signi reduces GDP per capita.
Wherc:s i ity in education
002], finds that genderinequality in i
d Klﬂsen, Swp!lﬂﬂ e vih 1 ly by lowering average human eapital
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and indirectly through its impact on investment and Ppopulation growth, He
also found that gender i quality in education has a persi effecton
economic growth,

Klasen& Lamanna {2003} finds that gender- equity in education
and employment is not only an equity issue, but also a. growth issue, Gender
i lity ineducation red ic growth, Many other

have also contributed in this collected work. Itbas along plethora which
ol ity in education effe i devel

genderineq in a
weil as earning of a nation,
Gender inequality in Education : India got herindepend
on 15" August 1947 with the c istics of underd, d

omy
and the 5o called hindu growth rate of development. But it was fortunate
for India that after independence the Indian politics and policy making
power came under the hand of some talented and pragmatic leaders, They
lead India on the path of development andresult is in front. ofusthatnow
Indig has b faster growi, . India got her ind; de
with all soci nomic ch istics of underdeveloped

like,
ination or inequality on the basis of sex Le. male or female.
Following table indicates gender inequality in India through sex ratio and

dor di
gender

Source- Census of India, Primary Census Abstract (195i:
1961:1971:1981:1991:200i:201])4

Table-1 shows sex ratio of India has declined from 947 in 1951
109291in 1991. After 1991 it can see increasing trend but stifi has reached
943in2011, which is still less than sex ration in 1951. This declining treud

of sex ratio reflect that over the period of time mass has given birth
preference for male child.
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i e among female has increasing trend. Female literacy
ln‘::;l::;ag :215 F?vhifh has increased 65.5 in 20_11 l?ut o:ill has far
nd male literacy rate which is 82.1 in 2011. Data indicates that over

riod of time female literacy rate has increagd, may be resul.! of
educatioual programmes introduced by Im_han Government like,
Shikha Abhiyan, focused programmes for gir] education, etc.

™ Table-2: Enrolment in Primary and Middle/Upper Primary Closses in
India

(1n Hillian)

Primary {1V} Hiddle/Upper Pelmary (vi-vI11)
bl Male| Female Total Male [ Femate Total
1950-51 134 54 15.2 26 05 31
195556 1. 75 26 38 0 43
1960-6 26 114 350 51 16 57
196566 322 183 505 77 25 105
1570-73 357 23 57.0 8.4 38 133
187576 a0 250 656 110 50] - 150
1980-81 453 265 734 18 68 0.7
1985-86 512 352 874 177 95 271
19%-91 570 40.4 574 215 125 340
1695-96 609 462 1071 27 145 375
200001 4.0 .8 1138 253 7.8 [
2005-06 705 616 1321 29 23 522
011 701 46 1348 27 20,2 519
2011-12 726 §12 1393 331 29 6.0

Source- MHRD, Selected Educational Statistics

The above table shows cnrolment data in primary and middle
school by sox. Data indicates that tjll 1990-91, it was huge diffirex}ce
‘etween malcand femal )i .humﬁm-]ggo.gl ’ g
inequality trend in enrolrent af primaty and upper primary level. Latest
data of year 2011-12 indicate that female ethnent is29.9 mll'llfm and
malc enroiment is 33.1 million at upper primary level where itis 67.2
million and 72.6 million respectively at primary leve].
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Table-3: Enrolment in Righ/Higher Secenday

ry/lnter/Fre»Deglee (DX-x11y

Schoof
—am:——zm—

fs in India
:

N R
MY I N

I3
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‘The above table shows that overall enrol inhighered
Increased over the period of time. Data represent enrolment at higher
ool which indi that at higher level of educati f female
olment was only 12.5 percent in 1950-51 which has increased 44.52
ntin 2011-12.
The above discussion indicates and coneludes that it was huge
der inequality in edncation in Indiaat each levef of education, but over
¢ period of time it has reduced. The reason behind this reduction in
quality may traced bex several g efforts, i g
conomic prosperity of nation, worldwide expansion of educational
worl mas
#1¢. But still equality in education among male and female has far behind
‘which we have to achieve for rapid economic growth.
Selection of the variables, Data & Methodology : The term
ic Dy is hensive. It implies a i
change in the socio-economic structure of 2 eountry. Economic
1 refersto inable increase in living standards, It implies
increased per eapita incorme, better education and health as well as
environmental protection. Thus, Per Capita Gross Domestic Product as
whole and also sector wise has taken in the present study as indicator of
Economic Development.

The term Education also has a broad sense. There is using

Enrol at different level of Educati of Edh uch as
Enrolmentin 'y Education, Enrolment in Higher Education, in th
study. Enroll inEd has not i iate effect on E i

Development. So here is using the variable, Enrolment at different level of
Education with time lag. The average year of completing Higher and
Secondary Education is five year, so there has taken five yeartime lag for
Higher and Secondary Education.

Data of the variables has come from secondary sources, such as
U.GCAnnual Report, Selected Educational Statistics, R B.1 Report. In
the present study time series data has taken. The data of indicator of
Economic Development like, Gross Domestie Product/pc, Agriculture
Sector Domestic Product/pe, Industrial Sector Domestic Product/pe,
Service Sector Domestic Product/pe at constant prices, has taken from
Handbook of Statisti Indian E » R.B.I from year [996-97 to
2009-10. The data of Enrolment in Higher Education has taken from U.GC




i
|
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annual report from year 199¢-
five years mention above). The data i
. of Enrol
has taken from Selecteq Educati isos o
2004-2005 (because of time
To establish the as;

economic development, the simple Correlation analysis has been used in

lag of five years mention above),

the present study.
Findings : The out; i
H put of analysis with b i
methodology shows i ionbetweon e !
Dethoc jy h t/'ther‘eexsastrongconelauon between women’s

pent,
Table-5: Correlatlon between different proxies of development
and different Proxies of education at different level

Earolmeut in § 3 in Hi
- e
Donzes

Note -*: = Correlat}'on is significant at the 1% level
=Correlationis significant at the 5% level

The above table shows that eve;
L h 7Y proxy of female education ;
significantly correfated Wwith each proxy of development whizch:‘f)i:f

important role or contribution of f; !
> emale edueation j i
development. Main outputs of analysis are — on i cconomie

Fexf:élg education enrolment at Higher and secondary level has
Positiveand. statistically significant iation wi ia’ i
development, i.e. GDPfpc. AT sconemic

Fe{r@le education enrolment at higher leve]

Stati i

: : 1 has positive and
ly siy with Indig’ ic ck

pment

1991 to 2004-05 (because of' time lagof ’

econdary Education
cational Statistics from year 1990-1991 o 4

sociation between female education and §
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and fernale educati h at higher level has higher association
with GDP/pc compared to secondary education enrolment,

Female education has highly association with economic
development tather than male education.

Female education has positive and statistically significant
association with each sector of development, i c. ASDF/pe, ISDP/
o, SSDP/pc. fernale education has higher association with service
sector compared to industrial and agriculture sector.

 cotcaton S g £ le educationh:

Theabove
, it ic devel

positi iat P ofanationlike,

India. Many researchers has prove that importance of education for the

development or earning of a nation is increasing day by day. Many policy
<7ed for the devel Srrcath

makersh v systern inIndia for
laster ic & ] But thx i i hi 1aster

hifwel ‘haif of the population behind, definitely no. In
is state of affairs ion is being i ly driven by service

sector, and growth of service sector is highly depended on enrichment of
education. Quranalysisalso proves that female education is positively and
significantly associated with service sector; Sowecan saythat if India has

achieve faster irthen firstof all have toreduce lity in
d d by D ryof fermalein servi ductt
tool th ion of fermale educati higher level.

Recently India has achieved the benefit of demographic dividend,

50 it scems that India have opportunity to earn more and more income

and can achieve greater economic growth with about more than 65%

youthipopulation. But India should not forget that among this youth

popuiation about half are women and if India don’t want o loose this

golden opportunity has to gi aphasis on th {on of overall
ducation in general and female education as particular,

The contribution of education to development is widely
recognized. It was interesting to examine whether female education has
anyrolei ic devel ornot. This question hasb i
in the present paper, using some of the recent statistics available. A careful
review of the research and fresh analysis of secondary data clearly leads
ns tude that women education plays a positive and significant role
ineconomic development at higher and secondary level of education. Further

L
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thestudy Tud ispersistent pender lityat different leve]

of education which has reg; iod of fime, T lude

ot ol . highlysigni . ic developrmert, O

the basis of output it can be said that as female education will increase the
e Py - Yoo o

y

gender xhequalit;'au whole in general and gmduinequalityin education jn
Particular; achieve faster icdevelopmen,
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“The age-old tales of silent snfferer: A closc.
reading of Short fictions of Ashapurna Devi
and Mahasweta Devi

Joyita Shaw

dian women to assert their voice
g al;;:cx;saybeen a tougl’l cafl f"f En e st e psycm
Itstarted in 6% BC when Lord Buddha denied Pplacetowomenin ?’HS
sangha and women started their struggle for equality, 2 lf‘ century Ind}an
women are fighting like never before to stxppres? t%nen- fear of ‘bemg
criticised, castigated or dishonoured for seehng.theu- Tights, bregkmg all
sort of stereotype notious which act as mechams_ms of oppression. Yet
she{is struggling to find her voice and to bxeatl}e in fresh air of equality.
However, she i ily enters inside dark chasm of slavery
forthe sake of love, relationship, security, peace, and home,

Born in the year 1909, Ashapurna Devi is one of the greatest
woren writers in Bengal, Her ‘writings are bummg e!.(axr{ple of a.hbcral
woman voicing protest against gender based discriminating pz}tnarchzidl
society of her time. Ashapurna Devi’s wnt_mgs areat once regional an
universal. A prolific writer, Ashapurna Devi has ‘written one hundred and
eighty nine novels and nearly a thousand short stories, ] )

Ashapurna Devi’s “Opium” begins thh omniscient nama,tor ]

ommfs‘-‘s“ﬁ’a’ fa ; f;nm; ow. Her moytll;l;i

i ita’s aging in-law was icevennow.

mﬁnog:ﬁm-m-hwﬁ devastatingly beautiful.. In (Ef)mpan'son,
Susmita’s appearance was nothing to write home about, (P-?). :The
narrator ironi ing on physica! beauty of ‘wortlen, w}uc]? isof
prime importance than their interior virtues, reveals the ment_ahty of
patriarchal society towards women that treats them as ?sexual olygct a.nd
nothing else. Sudhiranjan the groom of susmita, who brings heras his wife
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gives uttershock to all famit i ]
B g St gty it |
:]gxlve.rslty §t|fdem had all feminine skiffs including coxtlxkingusxnma R |
o és in; pfill;luf’lg, writing poetry, editing journals and olgamsmgpsa:cglu oy
usmita’s in laws are only concerned about physical beauty so Sus:u'!{s;

ftics
10 show her dOW_ 0 by criticising her skills as not good skills
by other members of; the family felt more embarrassed not by Birja’s

criticism but by her husband’s cailou; the
sness who secmed to be enjoying 3
Y ;

company of Bitja and even flirted with her
; fBi her in fi ita. Birj;
:;stanl relauvg joked at Susmita’s dark comp]ex?:;:f:: f:’l-fleldutoBma .
T personal life public. After she left Susmita felt terribly helpI:sl:lt( .
0

understand her husband’s behaviour. Te aggravate Susmita’s confusi
100

seemed Susmita was seein irran;

2 Sudhirran; ith i
never segmed sounrestrained and rural l;,eafr(;rt:r (é’zsﬁtx:ta o SUdlumahIadSk
An acquired veneet?"(p-14) " toerely ?

Susmita was confused shocked, embarras;
3 , emil
r1:heﬁlsed to lether husband touch her body raising sisl:(xil,tand angryth 'sonkishe
d t::t her hu.sband w1'11 cajole her and will try to pacify her?;xoms‘b inher
: ; surprise, Sudhi took Biraja’s side breaking Susmita’s ilgla' o
er foreign educated husband, Susmita realised her husband” ey abcu.n
::1:'??0’ ‘a:d typieal male attitude behind the facade of ] lib::;]sy:x{mﬁ
man-" Just because you happen to ha iversi m
magine you are superior to her, OK?T{?(:-e; ;;al vty degrees donit
Asmiuch as Susmita enters into the ingeri stence
) n s o the interior of hernew exi
s :;rsa gzlactl;gitggga:a]mhal construction whmeawomaniso:l(;’anobjﬂz
atio € lust, a mere show piece i
haveany dignity, any honour: sheis onlya bl;calm,gs h;wihim5he 'dﬁoes on
the altar of male ¢€go. Patriarchal agenci 2t gL i oedon
entangl,

all its members including women’s minds where a woman unkn, o
; « 10wing}
suppressing their own folk withou}t'

Participates in torturing, molesting,

for any ]
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Susmita being educated, self-conscious woman realise the duality

3. When finally Susmita fails t
oldes to go back to her former life. Susmita’s father being a liberal
d man supports his daughter’s decision, even refuses to take ali
¢d by Snsmita’s in-laws giving a sharp reply on Susmita’s behalf.
fimita's father behaviour may appear fo be qui ising ina patriarchal
tion where womien ate trained to bear all humiliationand to be in
and's house being a good woman and to maintain family honour. As
“How on earth could you live with these yokels for the past seven,
tmonths, my dear?”
: Any feminist would have felt asense of triumph by re-establishing
itain her former life of digrity but in utter surprise Susmita starts longing
B¢ her husband, she pines for sensuous nights and for marital bliss. She
herselfunfit in her former life so she starts writing to her husband ina
e unknown to any self-esteemied woman, She appears to be 2 common
restlessinher lonely bed. Thus, the story ends in Susmita's declaration
‘self-imposed lifetime imprisonment where she expects her husband’s
gl

fher addiction for hi

Mahasweata Devi is 2 well-known Bengali writer and one of the
jost appreeiated too. Born in the year 1926, has written speeially for
[ oppressed tribal people. Recipient of Padma shri and Sehitya Aeademy
ward, Mahasweata Devi is of a rebellious mind who is genuinely
sympathetic towards the under privileged people whose writings are real
testimony of her love and concern for them.
The reason behind taking Mahasweata Devi’s “Chinta” is that it
t lighton universal predi of women. Chintain contrastto Susmita
{g anilliterate, maidservant from Midnapur, a god-forsaken fand that has
failed to provide bread to its residents comipelling people to go to several
nearby cities to make their living and Chinta is one of them. Chinta-“Short
and fair with broad silver bangles and atattooed chain around her neck.”
Chinta being a single mother carries her two daughters with her to
work but instead of getting ion, she gets only repulsion and
aversion from her employers. ling against poverty, loneli and
male lust, Chinta is like a beast without any sign of protest. She worked
merely for eight runees coping with exploitation of her employer who
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Prostifution, human trafficking, an 8angrape has become rampant. More - §
than lhiousand Indian girfs under sixtecq every day get cheated, sold, or ‘ 1 trition and H €a
t . 1 Ith:
ofIndian Women make. adjustments
;| Wom:

b ome d With theirin ust. &
0 break thejr silence against mate by egemou;r 'E ::x‘:sn;ﬁ;l being incapable 4
i i 13Pe, whi Tudiau Context

Anup K. Mishra

Smapathy, However, the reason, i chad groat

aptprojection of bleak cong; ", which makes their writing universal ig e Women's nutrition affects a wide range of health and social issues,

Prevail, in the gloomy sk; O‘f“::‘al‘z;ﬁmaje folkin their creation, Muc,}xlssm] Including economic development, poverty reduction, work~apacity, physical

Work Citeq premacy. ;::dmenta{t; r,‘ y family care, m":}:i hi ‘m:n‘
security. h: wormen's d power, whichin:

leads to improved selfand child nourishment. Underweightisoften the result
of under nutrition. In impoverished developing countries, underweight isa
factorini ingh ld food i ity, poor chil deare, matemnal under
nutrition, unhealthy environment, and poor health care.

Underweight is a serious issue for women of reproductive age
whose prevalence of under nutrition inthe poorest countries measured

. Dasgupta, Sap;
> Sanjukta.ed, “Her Stories:
Women Witers, New Deth. Stisht 2003 i’rri;f e Bengali

= "Chinta”. Her Storjes.
33-47' ories:

20 Century Bengal; Women Writers,

— “Opium”, |, ies:
Py er Stories: 20» Century Bengali Women Writers 9.

Dasgupta, gan; P 3 3 .
Vukta.ed “Tpe g, from 27-51 t, It i d
Stories” ‘! e and th, B m percent. major uring
orles”. Supernova; Defhi 201 3. print, < Beloved and Oty and adversely affect productivity.
Under nuritioni lly caused by inad dietand chronic
infection, and i direct, indirect and basic causes.

Matemal and child under nutrition — too few nutrients to sustain growth
and development —contributes to 3.5 miilion deaths each year and is
responsiblc for about 11 percent of the total global disease burden. As
adults, malnutrition in women can cause thinness, lethargy, heart disease,
hypertension, anemia or diabetes. Direct causes of under nutritior: include

loss by physical weak dillness due to inadequate dietary
intake. Indirect consequences arc insuffieient household food security,
physical and cognitive stunting, d sehooling, and i |
healthcare cost or inadequate health care services. Human, financial and
technical th ial basi indevelopment of under

P
‘nutrition. Following flow diagram shows the causes of malnutrition.
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jj # centrally important ele-ment of well-being, adequate nutritional
ent is essential “equally” for women and men, However, women’s

on due to its critical with
) ftheir well-being and h devel in gep-eral. These
it call for i orderof priorityto thy iti

emen than that of men. Yet, it is women’s nutrition which is much less

W#d for, or discriminated against, due to a complex web of factors.
How important is women’s nutrition for their well-being? How
it affectk devel Matemal mainutrition tends to increase
j# risk of matemnal mortality. Materal short stature and iron deficieney
ia, which increase the risk of death of the mother at delivery, account
&t least 20% of matemal mor-tality. In Asia, although haemonthage is
he leading cause of maternal mortality, anaemia is the second lead-ing

accounting for about 13% of maternal deaths.
Matemal malnutrition is assoclated with an elevated risk of
trauterine growth retardation leading to the birth of low birth weight
{below 2,500 grams) babies. Though poor foetal growth is rarely a direct
Aause of death, it can make a child vulnerable to malnutrition and mortality.
128 the higher incidk flow birth weight babies is
primarily responsible for the higher prevalenice of child malnutrifion in south
Asia. Mal ition —which makes a child ptible to, and énh. the
progres-sion of, infections ~ is responsible for 60%, 52% and 45% of
child deaths from diarrh ia and measles, respectively
(Caulfield et al 2004). Also, maternal ition relates intricately to the
tising bur-den of chronic diseases, and thereby, lends credence to the
“foetal origin of adult disease” hypothesis, in south Asia. The hypothesis
postulates that matemal malnntrition during pregnancy forces the baby in
uterusto adapt to survive, hnt with a permanent disadvan-tage at the later
life. The evidence, though far from conclusive, suggests that intrauterine
growthretardation leads to fatal, often irreversible, health outcomes. These
include, inter alia, cardiovascular diseases, type-2 diabetes, blood pressure
and some forms of mental illness during adulthood or later. Far more
bl hildren who are und ished in the first two years, but
who put on weight rapidly in childhood or adolescence .

How does India fare in these aspccts of human development?
Though India’s maternal mortality ratio (540) was lower than that of the
whole of sonth Asia (560) in 2000, the number of ma-ternal deaths

An analysis
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(1,36, 000) was the largest d o
est in the worlg, accounting for about 2694 and 4

66% of world’s and south Agj
Asia’s materng) dex i
oot aths,
hao{;);to VZ.,‘L ?7). A}_so, nearly 7.8 ‘million, children bogy, imt:%o(owo
irth wefghts, aecounting for more than 40% of, low birth wmbz;]:

births in the develg, World and moge. lan ©Ofthose in ¢, a
pin; 1d and than hajf f the ith
h g ) south Agj

years lost in 2005 iy, India, (Reddy et o) 2003). It s iy

Women’s malnutrition js 1ot singylar} i b torm
1 Iy res;
:if o!d and new. Yey, its role, both mﬁﬁdwlyaﬁn:lblﬁor'mm' i
bl umy atively, 1500 Jess
These B5PeCts promptusto, Whati; exten
ask:
amqng WOI‘flCn inlndia? The Nationa] Farni}, lsﬂ:::lﬂz S o
carried out jn 200§~06 Teveals that 55,39 of Women
L)

st?:; EZ Illndiai:/ith closer to 409, of Women suffering from CED, “th,

ftis oo canbe considerd g e T

itis xmporran‘t to identify the Primary cau:es(grl:ic;f)m 2008)% o

would Potentially redyee Women’s wndernutrition in ;nedso e i
Causes ang Curcs; -

What mak.es alarge Proportion, ang indeed, Aumber of womer in Indj;
: lia

Additionally, various. analyses also suggest that there s something

ive in the culture of the south Asian region that leads to the excessive

ectof women’s nutrition, in addition to the usual determinants, These
Wgressive aspects in-clude, but by no means are limited to, the
factiminatory prac-tices against women in the allocation of healtheare
I food and the excessive demands made on the time and energies of
omen ingaswami etal 1996; Osmani and Bhargava 1998),

Arguably, public policy can play aprogressive role I, attenuat-ing the
thoueh

) P i it Theq
that becomes relevant here is: how does lack of ac-eess to toilet faciliti

oy Lresults lotto be desired. “Peor
ion”isane of the el theabove poverty syndrome, which not

o S e igni throughi i d
{llhealth, but also public poli e

infections,

affect the nutrition of women more than that of men in India?

Anadditional number of factors make women in India far more
vulnerable to the adverse health effects ensuing from lack of aecess to
Droper sanitation. For instance, in many regions of rural India, where
households use open Spaces or fields for defe-catlon, women have to
wait till late evening, if' they were not able to manage to go before dawn,
This not only makes them espe-cially vulnerable to numeroys health
problems, butalso often forces them to eatless well. What ismare, together

ith cultural i d biologi reasons, lack ofaccess to sanitation
becomes sometimes a source for reduced physical safety and dignity for
women. Unlike sanitation, the ‘potential role of public policy in enfee-bling
the efficacy of regressive social norms against women re-mains far fron;
sure. Noneth , one of the Ive aspects which public policy can
possiblyi i ive de-mand onthe time and energi
of women”. That fetching firewood and drinking watcr is primarily the
task of women in Indla goes without saying. For instance, in 81% of
households in India which do not have asource of drinking water on the
Ppremises, itis the prima.rympmsibih‘tyofwomento fetch drinking water
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;.ln‘: Ziz-“;ill\;f?&:;z Internationat 2007). How does e
Straws, shrub or
d P gras;
mlggf:::: 0: ) impai th A 8 onon physi-cal activity levels. Following this, we consider
physical enefgyu,)fzels an .3 (CED, hereafier) as a measure of under nutrition.
ladder in terms (;f O,me{ijds’ Wl_ﬁd‘ n's occess (o social infrastructure is assessed in the
fon effi Women who (1) use apen spaces, fields or bushes for
ponsidered as lacking access to toilet facilities and others
#1o toilet facilities; (2) have access to drink-ing water on.
hot. Women who do not have access to drinking water on
p clussified further based on the time spent, up to 15 minutes

€33, ot only cong
ical presence of we
equally |
g

particulate matter,

cooking. An analys i N X
fuels isassocialedzl‘sgniﬁ ; o § and above 15 minutes, on fetching drinking water; and (3)
Women and men ©0 yeaznﬂ}(; Mbﬂ‘ﬂfimidmceo asthina am i use wood, straws/shrub/grass, agricultural crop residues or
higher among vy, andabove} in Indjg, g, coal/charcoal and lignite (biofuels, hereafter) as main source
Wh:is omen t::nme“ iking fucls or not. Note that more than access to drinking wa-ter on

1more, besides blightin, studies emphasise the importance of access to safe drinkin
unequal g Women’; e d S 1po! g
cooe}?in;] Iy, lack of, aceess to drinking water Snulnuoln severely and} B poor quality of water is a known cause for numerous health

Rl helps o sustain e, on the premmises and cleqy § H have considered drinki the premi

Thatis, since the gender-based hirar g, atth ean lowever, we have consi inking water on the premises
€ as] atthe household, - ly because of the gender dimension associated with fetch-ing

N pects be
typically as women’s domajy I.ncmg to the realm
water beeomes prj

of activities cons?demd ] king water, if there is no access to it on the premises.

" Th i use of the unit-level data from the third roand

fthe NFHS-3, carried out in all the Indian states during 2005-06, data

_; 6l contain information on aspects of under nutrition and accéss to
ol Tt merits amention here that since the nutritional status

lates to women {15-49 years), access to each of these as-pects of social

India, collection

wornen’s i o CALOns, together with pioher oo
wi :cmmi?:’ utrtion in India, maje it impﬂmw‘ntlh nghcr incidence of frastructure is also assessed for women, rather than at the household
. under nutrition i:c; Ixﬂ:;:: ﬂgpeq;-‘)f social i :;:z:':“:"m [, Hence, women for whom the infor-mation on social infrastructure is
. Spec N Omen ilable (mainly visi luded he analvei:
; EXtent, access to tojeg facﬁm lcally, we exam-ine whether, andtowhas ; from
i cooking fiiels goes along with S dfm-k'lng Waler on premises ang t Role of Soeial Infrastructnre :
Fi Womenin India, By doing so, ij;gmﬁcam dchneinmdernutﬁﬁoﬂamem Vari di the descripti i ‘Women’s access f
; inreducing women’s undern;tmil:te'nd to?s sess the role of publie polic: to social infrastructure in India. For about 53% of women (15-49 years) H
BMI a5 Meag "inIndig 4 in Indis, wholack accessto toilet facilites, e inherent biological process 1
— L;rement of under Rnittrition : of defecation s in itsetfa potential ofembarrassment and infecti e
» oneofthe very oo, - The fact that over 55% of house-holds in India do not have access to ‘
presuny . oy . e fac! o s 1n India do not havc a .
the squ;:?:;me Weight ofa well-growy agmould o OI_"numum’ toilet facilities, and thereby, defecate in the open spaces or fields indicates
, octow 15 ser'helght ABML, theraio of weight o be eqmv,ﬂ“lcm to the extent of generalised deprivation whichis an inherent part of, though
though moren: Isconsidered ag ap indication of undersq e height (Wy stands far away from, the contempo-rary (Rising!) India. That the rural
80r0Us measuremen on under nutrition ;’Our‘d“:]::’ CED, households (74%) and womcn (72%) in India bear the brunt of this
Tequire deprivati than urban households and urban women is a reality that

acpl

iy
speaks for ltself, Over 70% of women (and an equal percentage of
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households) in India depeng on bio fiels, which are no¢ only time
) L
S0 have adverse Consequences. Yet :
also have ag health, - Ye

energy consuming but

l}.le rural-urban divide is large here — the

:;r:(x)n‘z ;6‘;/; of women have to spend,
> energy in fetchj, inking
Spend more than 15 mi; iy g

nutes. Unlike in the other two 5

nfrastructure, th
> the rural-urban 2ip is mlaﬁvelylowerhere Th

foilet facilities goeszalong with an impressive dlﬂm:me, near}
in the incidence of; CED 2Mmong women iy India What s
i

inthe noidoneeg Whle

€ ncidence of CED o

e e Among women, While ;,

poims?i‘:li:nxs fluels tends to register the la:gesxtn dxn;itaI "
placed by 8ECess 1o toilet facilities in oy

16% points). An turns
- Anaceess to drinki,
the as i vt ;
- aspect that goes wiy the lowest gap gxnljgfhpmses il
and urban Ing;;

Vaties from 810 11% poy difference.
; points. Ni B
Kmessmmﬂet facilities m;tmmﬂe premin ClsiD
;, though marginally, in ryraf India. Yei, tg: sheer. -
‘Mmagnii

ineidence of ¢ "ED In rura} India makes s; icha
i ih
h diﬁemnceq ite j
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Thus,
ot ;z ;:Iayobser\{eﬂm Wormen’s nutrifio, affe
ety 2% ISS;UCS, including &conomie den o
e otk Capacity, physical and Mental dey ioopme
» Tamuly care, and household food swt‘;e Iopmeut,

We must attack on the basic, undey] Yingand immedjage causes of
malnutriti i e 4 b4 a. the potentia,
trition, especially for th Women. We haveto dd.l'e&g' po! |
-

the society for the betterment of Women's nutrition Position,

g sefand child pourishment.
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water. Of them, 16% of womng
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eguate access to food and adequate social care for mother
uld strengthen the health of women which should be

Jren co
ji! by better public health and services. We should also ensure the

¢ 1o overcome the immediate cause of malnutrition among
but not the least; we should surely ensure the education for
1t enhances women'’s status and power, which in turn feads to
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generated by the discord between the
They have started 1rying to understand
iriovels,

L0 account of the tensions
idual and the surroundings.
af women and portray her in the;

1 igh theirown iences, come
to thereal self. Her fiction explores the search of the womento fulfil herself
asahuman being, independent of her traditional roles as daughter, wife

and mother, This paper focussed on the need for women to break free
) itional position and see their own need for

lization that they have ac pted life as it is. She has
eveniost her awareness of feminity. The novelist has defily manipulated
the identity crisis with its origins through this narrative,

Shashi Deshpande’s The Dark Holds No Terrors is a very
powerful novel that depicts the life of Sary, alady doctor who happensto
escape to her father’s house in the beginning being tortured by the sexual
extreme of her husband Manohar but this parental home equally brings
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back for her the horrible memories of i

Pot\(e] teveals the life of Sarita (Saruy W[:f) :gmﬁi;‘:c«h; ;“n‘:i"e" ]r-::l;
}1:: raf\::uﬂrl ot;mr younger brother, Dhruva, She feltthat her mother lfl:.r;led
g o 7 b

: ou are alj i ”

t;;;i i:lc/:: for her mother’s behaviour, }slli’e alwa:lsl ‘l’(ie‘;:et:v];ex;lsﬁi:a&t
e u; &;r:; ‘f:rizxi ;‘;’x; e:;z;i :gz:lr 'fonhe daughter, Here js one compact
45, T?xe fee]ingl of hatred js so ovelp:)nuZ:?I;gY &ﬁiﬁmﬁ?ﬂ?
f;i tj\;ﬁh u:forngu@. S:iru isleft Struggling with her life. almcughﬂlelw:;s ne:
ok 3‘] :1031151% Thate her, faping me of happiness of everything,”
memai]y - }c]» er hanfi, Saru 1s' tortured by her husband, Manoha;
oo Physically just to ;ausfy his male €go. Saru’s success as ;

k Was grea,tl).' Tesented by him and expresses his hatred over herat

decision to become a doctor. arose her mother and shy itextrems
ngis: nslhe isagirl, Sa:u, however, knows the tr:t(l)xp f’(’)s“ﬁgslltam a g;'lly
Dt 1 gfe' tha;r!z that,”p, 144', Saru protests and says"Ts that ajl | am
o gonr;x h:l{ty? P.144, She is not emotional, subdyed or weak, like
strongosaru :1-::; ‘Wwomen. On the coitirary, she is assertive, pragmatic and
B, ;Vm enges the usual osthodox vision of Society and she is so
020 0 break the rules and regulations of society without any

Thus, Shashi Deshy y
. pande’s female characte; 4
comparison of thejr maes, Her male charg, 5 re mature in
; . LS eters have an impfj
stoic ma.r?lm:ess{ which does not assure success to womu;fji\jld podeof
very DPassive in response to women: they. a-febindiﬁ' e - Men seem
viling or unable to ake action or acoeptresponsibily sms?:sﬁ'.“ve’
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U complains - There’s always time to do all the things “he” wants to
but never any time for doing the things youwantto do....."p.117,
pugh in the ociety, women are
ands but Shashi Deshpande’s women are heroic in their deeds. They
ve the ability to face the indifferent and callous attitude of ‘the husbands.
realizes how Indian women have been assigned a subordinate and
olative position in the family, They are taken for granted as well as their
Meeds are secondary to their family, husbands and above all the so called
The Dark Holds No Terrors as novel on the life of a woman isa

Te dominated

#elf-quest and hopes to posit the view that women in the novels of
Deshnande & blished th beings, Free from

the restrictions imposed by society, culture, nauire and free from their
own fears and guilt: that women have reached a stage of understanding
the fundamental truth: yon have to find it foryourself. The woren do not
wish to look back and vehemently reject the orthodox traditions to make
aplace of their own in the male dominated society. Saru’s impetuous
speech in the women’s college highlights her reaction against such tradittonal
norms which are expected to be followed by every girl and never think to
reverse them orto ignore them as they are the primary lessons fora girl’s
life-“Listengitls .............. Have you seen an old fashioned couple
walking together? Have you noticed that the wife always walks a few
steps behind her husband? That’s important, very important, hecause it’s
symbolic of the truth. Awife must always be a few feet behind her husband.
Ifhe’sanM.A,, you should be B.A. . Ifhe is 574" 1all, you should not be
more than 5°3" tall. If he’s eaming Rs.500, you should never earn more
than Rs.499, that’s the only rule to follow if you want a happy marriage,
Don’teven try to reverse the d 3 i Tetary, principal-
teacher role. It can be traumatic, disastrous,”p.137.

Shashi Deshpande, however, feels that her brand of feminism, if it
mustbe called so, is not the militant feminism adopted by western writers.
The prot f her ists rise mostly from situation in the Indian
context and differ from those of their Western counterparts, She does not
think it necessary to refer to western feminist ideology in hernovels and
regrets the fact that many in our country have no clear idea of the concept
of feminism. fn an interview entitled - *Everyone Has a Right to choose
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@ Language’, Deshpande tells Stanley Carvalho that:

“Perhaps being I'

woman, | find myself Sympathizing with women. If others see something §

The Dark Holds No Terrors has an open ending. Saru, during §
herbriefstay in her father’s house, receives many letters from her husband
which remain unanswered, as she is still inan undecided state, Towards- 3
the end of the novel, however Saru receives dtelégram and prepare herself |
fo confront Manu. Thus free from fears and pain, the final picture of Sany
isappealing indeed, When she confidently waits for what used to be the }
greatest terror of life, her husband, she is ready to face him and she is

ready to face life.
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Combating Gender Problems and
Solution: Bapsi Sidhwa’s point
of view in Ice-Candy-Man

Manjari Jhunjhunwala

Siuce the birth of literature, female authors have continued to
lop many different ways to present their respective point of views
nmany single work hibit adiversity of methods. The questi
tof view” has always beena pertinent concern of the novelist, and
have been scattered observations on the matter in critical writings
o the emergence of modern feminist nove! in the twentieth century,
tof view signifies the way a story gets told-the mode/s established by
gutor by means of which the reader is presented with charaeters,
gues, actions, consequences, setting events and so on which constitute
# nasrative in a work of fiction, M.H. Abrams talks about such modes
it serve as a preliminary frame of for analyzing
pes of narration and for determining the predominant type in mixed
ative modes. Talking about first and third person narrative Abrams
that the former is someane outside the story who refers to the all the
aracters by name, the later speaks as ‘I’ and is himself'to a greater or
scr degree a participant in the story.
Bapsi Sidhwa’ale-Candy-Man (1988, publishedin USA as Cracking

’ o from
hild’s point of view-the story Si de heralmostall herlife-that

Yet the ominous roar of distant mobs was a constant of my
awareness, altering me, even at the age of seven, toa palpable
sense of evil that was taking place in various parts of
Lahore...(and when) the dread roar of mobs has at least
ceased, terrible sounds of griefand pain erupt at night. They
come from the abandoned servants’ quarters behind the
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on-ball in one hand and an iron club in the other, ber billowing raiment
ing the delicate marble canopy that framed her statue”. Later on “her
uce. . has been taken by a splendidly calligraphic edition of the Holy
. Amidst ‘glow of fires beneath the press of smoke’ which bloodied
the horizon ina perpetual sunset” she again recalls that seldom she felt at
sk partly because “we live ina safe neighbourhood far from the savaged
hwart of the inner city, partly because we are Parsee Zoroastrians...we
¢ anenotdirectlyin the path of the political and religious infemo™ that engulfed
thehree major player in the communal stakes. Sidhwa has used all these
childhood memories of Partition in her third novel Ice-candy-Man, which
I8 varrated by young protagonist, Lenny, a skinny-Parsee giri. In an
Interview Bapsi Sidhwa comments on actual point of view:
1 started writing dy-Man using the first-p
narrative voice of a child;  had to at once distance myself
from the character of Lenny. Had I not done so, I would

Singhs’ house. wh
- -Why do these wo, i
they are deliverin, bice “’)’"ketha‘?Bm“se
g unwanted baby ivil
mgmory (The New York Times, gol:;clt.ac?ni)old orreiving
Sidhwa, therefore, chooses first-pers

which Sidhwahas menfiongq |

toLahore, the city, ceray shewas born her famj

g g toall her . Y moved
sh? contracted poljo at two, whicllmlzvailasfyz;c}]xulihmd o icultas have besn {00 s o vt e of
i i e leg and affected her my life, but Lenny isa very different child, She is feisty. ..when

1was quiet and docile. I have based some characters, like
Mother, Father, Grandmother, people 1've known intimately,
but I’ve put them through all sorts of fictional situations. .. The
earlier parts of Ice-eandy-Man are pethaps closest to
autobiography.

The present article is an attempt to bring out the point of view in
the first-person narrative voice of a ehild, which isin fact of the novelist
herself, Using this mode she tries to acquaiat the contemporary world
with the slow awakening of the child to grown-up pains and pleasures and
to the particular historical disaster that overwhelms her wotld.

Before the Partition takes center-stage, the novel gloties in the
beautifully endowed world, which ked by Sidhwa’a lumi
islami with th "childish wonder: moving between

her own house and that of her dynamic Godmother, who live with her
“doclle old husband and her Slave sister’(I) in her one-and-a half room
abode. Lenny describes it as her heaven and her ‘refuge from the perplexing

unrealities’ of her home on Warris Road. The child-protagonist-Parsee

and polio-stricken Lenny is an extremely observant narrator. The novel

opens with adetail account of her poli d leg and her undergois

a painful treatment, Though later in the novel she stops limping. The

eatire life. Sidhwa

Was nitie when Partition took place. She has memories

and s »

apie;'l}g :df f‘ffh"’ acters”. (Shamsie, Dawn, Karanchi, 23 0

No. 6 sho lew Neighbours” o 234 .1989) In
.6) sha.resherfragmemedbutawﬁxl mémoi?:st, 1,1997, vol 150,

for her“the British 4] was imposed by the massive statue of Victoria that
over-looked Queen Spark. Resplendent i gun-metal, she
k k. Resplend, it tal, she hedala:ge
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:\hzhxacters that Surround her “priyage world’
Wah (her name i Shanta), 8odmother, EJec,

Ice-candy_ tric-aunt, Coyg;, ;
Muecho (the sweepere)l:ir;:d he e T YOMI :L’iﬂn:s'l gis;}gpewn |
Bwiriyley er daughterPapoo. But ly’s dea.restas]sru)l’

- ..vlvho ischocolate brown angq
is
: uﬁlﬂ]otf\:] yee’urksS old and roypg and plump, Even her

1 > Pouting moyth b rehead ave
1o form a ¢ipeje With her heag, Herahx:ijrsi‘sn;ﬁ;lbego .

knot.. -Holym, i prete;
en, edinp N "
toogle Ifer with lust, Hawk:;;e? Shm"e s os

short, Ever:vfhing about her

e,
my Weekness, my fierce demangs 10
to contain the trust and my lonel;;
the bond of Motherhood”,

Bever went to fotch him, A,
betrayal, 1 realize there jg nom
blame thep, 7
The night. Dasses ang
and so
s 204 50 passes the men, i
S :ﬁ; fcr.stmllmg With Ayah byt is ‘uncerta:og:: If:ﬂm ﬁmrzrepafn' femy
s t wﬂ'l happen once the €ast comes off? Wy ,
erge.s Immaeulate, fault-free Will Ih, '
otherchildren, -while other chyl e e
;;rzuns lt)o earn thejr candy.
ien uner-wou}dn’rmelt, . isplayi et
Tam showered with candy, (§)and o a}'mgmycﬂipe!smd

L .
ocome ozx:x;)f" Zif?:,s l:g’en_lcby these Drivileges ang isp:
esome reverie® [ o,

ac ’ i

hﬂ:ienss io hﬁr x.ncthe{ s bed in the middle of Lhznxfi;;t";‘lhal She!h?asnk hat

canakgn pofm u:myuﬂancyislﬂ(ebeingbom undera} iy Lens umn :
0st fee] g languoroys happiness® settled in h;nulf)kﬂil S"al’};m Y

er’s

are her, ‘Darents, brother A g,
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n outside world, she is aware to the maltreatment Muccho, a
¢ woman, gives to her daughter, Papoo. She also gets personally
luto Indian politics, for the first time, in Col, Bharucha’s clinic,
o listens to Jatter’s shocking roars:

nd except for a few designated renegades, the Parsee has
“heen careful to adopt a discreet and politically naive
profile. .. We have served the Eunglish faithfully, and earned

their trust...So, we have prospered! But we are the smallest
minority in India...Only one hundred and twenty thousand in

the whole world. We have to be extra wary, orwe’ll be neither

here nor there...(16)

Days pass by and Lenny Joves to be still pushed in pram when her
rh takes her up Quecns Road, pastthe YWCA, past the Freemason’s
@dge and across the Mall to the Queen’s statue in the Park opposite the
Assembly chambers. “Queen Victoria, cast in gunmetal, is majestic, massive,

ver-powering, ugly. Her statue imposes the Englishraj in the Park”. (18)

niy confesses that she loves to take advantages of ayah’s admirers,
he “intuits the meaning and purpose of things”. She also leams to detect
the subtle exchanges of signals and some of the complex rites by which
ayah’s admirers co-exist. As Lenny narrates:

1 keep an eye on Ice-candy-man’s toes...onee in while I
pre-empt the big toe’s romantic impulse and, catching it mid-
crawl ormid-strike, twist t. It is a pleasure to keep the candy
bribes coming. (19)

Lenny Jotof affect d f her handi pped
state. She is denied school but“ have many teachets”, informs the young
narrator. Besides, Ayah's ‘goodwill and capacity and Godmother’s strength
andaction” she has Cousin, who hasjust returned fror Quetta where he had
aherni He leads hertoahole in small white chi objectstruck to
the wall. Lermy foll i e ol - 114 . 1
an AC current teaches her everything she will “ever need to know about
gullibility and shock”. (21) She gi queerdescription of another creature
of hernarow world, Electric-aunt, whois ‘a resourceful widow, addicted to
quick decisions and swiftresults’, Lenny’s account of her aunt is really witty:

The speed at which she moves from spot o spot-from dawn
to dusk-have earned her a citation. She is called, in
movements of need and gratitude, bls...(2 )] _

bec:
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foi animal,
1e1s formed of gold mercury..,, (24 it f
Pigment that sometimes shl:y ta.kes( lm)n[toyah . :Pa;(:iu:nOfAdi paityof
across th:.r sgace ‘separating native babies and English bc:bu::%es
Life Ismoving onand ope bitterly cold day -

§ compahy and
and pleads her 1,

the gathering inside the Fire- temple is amusing:
Both the priests stand up, smooghi; : thei )
garments, Chairs squea.kaz the lad::ngie::cze;rhds o
5;:,‘:31“}; €onverge on {he fruit trays, Slavesisters wa:;lﬂg
P ply orward on painful bunions, smiling her pati,
1ging smile, secuting her sarj border to her hajr o,
$hoo us from the benches g

fiuit. (33) andsit down to peel and cut the
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After the prayers all Parsees congregate in the main hall and =
d discussion starts on the role of Parsee community in the Indian
ggle for Independence. Lenny records and tells readers about the
pending anxieties of her community: .
Does it matter where they look or where they leap? Enquires
theimpatient voice. ‘If we’re stuck with the Hindus they’ll
swipe our bnsiness from under our noses and sell our
grandfathers in the bargains. If we’re stuck with Muslims
they’ll convert us by the sword!
And God help us if we’re stuck with the Slkhs! [€1))

‘What is most remarkable about Sidhwa’a peispective on'the
Pertition of the Indian Sut inent is her religious di from its most
§ iate effects asa ber of the Par: ity. In lee-Candy-

Man she recounts the traditional story of the Parsee arrlval from Iran to
India in the 8" century in which an Indian prince sent Zoroastrians refugees
amessenger with a glass of milk, signifying that Indian people were a
united and homogéncous mixture that should not be tempered with. In
response, the Zarathushties carefully stirred a teaspoon of 'sugar irito the
milk and sent it back:

‘The Prince understood what that meant. The refiugees wotld

getabsorbed intohis couritry like the sugar iri the milk.. .And

with their decency and industry sweeten the lives of his

subjects. (39)

Thus Sidhwa’s heritage allows her to witness the Partition fioma
safedistance, since Parsee holdsaneutral position: religiously and politically.
Col. Bharucha roars over the mike, “As long as we conduct our lives
quietly, as long as we present no threai to anybody, we will prosper right
here...” (40) Lenny minutely but dispassionately observes all the
commotion in the air. T

Further, st ints us with her ‘new nei " at the back of
herhouse, Shankars, who are ‘newlymarried fat and loving’. Lenny often
drops in on Gitz and finds her always cooking something and mixed up
with the fumes of vegetables and lentils in the steam of their i ghtlong
ecstasy. 1t is a daily fun for Lenny to approach the servants’ yard,
accompanicd by Ayzh and sure enough, to see quarrelling and fighting.

Amongstthem are Yousaf, ‘the odd-job Greek profiled; curly-haired”,
Hari, the gardener, Moti, the sweeper and “genial-faced” cook; Iman Din,
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Muccho’s mereiless beating of her

his N A
his. The narrator in the begnnmg_ofthemvel gives anaccount of apathetie |

enough to infuriate the Dharrator. Lenny feels disgusted towards Papm’; b

parents and is afraid that some day ‘she wii kit her’.

1tis not yet winter and Lenn cring ‘
1y has been badgeri Imam Dy
the pastweek to take heron his nextjunket to his vﬂ.lag,gehome Imal’;“;)?: ]

the cook is sixty-five and ac
st cording to the nagrator ¢ SSes: i
mﬁgz‘a a?;el:x: tﬁt beam: himachart of our. mgseme:etss a(s;l(g)l
e, ;. ". :
L?Ty, onis o ‘( 8:4 ) He sun_enders to h‘ei;wsh and
oftl s‘”‘,ed - . ‘.’ —ny first glimpse
etropolis of the two million bes irring i
newday”, (51) Both ofthem reach Py lingis o
; Pir Pando rolling into Wagah, a vi
g o Wagt, avilge
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our household the Pathan services. Gita Shankar’s, Roy-
Peter’s, Electric-aunt’s and Gedmother’s houses also flash
with sharp and efficient cutting implements, Even ...the
servants’ quarters acquire redoubtabie edges: for the Patahin
is aknife-sharpener. (74)

Lenny’s observation is sharp but innocent, wise and witty, The
an’s namg is Sharbat Khan and for the first time tries to alert Ayah of,
» bad times—Aliah knows what’s in store. There is a big trouble in
taand Delhi: Hindu-Mustims trouble”. (75) Shifting closer to herhe
acloses, “Funny (italics mine) things are happening inside the.old
#lty.. .stabbings.. .several bodies are found inthe gutters and gullies of the
Kashmiri, Lahori and Bhatti Gates and Shalmi. . .no one knows who they
2 Bre”. (76) Followed by this Pathan makes iove to Ayah and latter aiso
s, this makes the narrator (who is sitting on Ayah's lap), “feel

the sisters “already wear the re ‘womer'
sponsible expressi

(53-54)but barely two Loy ,

Or3aput ve or three ye:;rs older than Lenny and Tanna. Lenny

Bookstoprotect each other lik Lenny
¢ e by

this harmonious world witha heavl}?:l:arft: oty yilesieneof
ey éyahbaséichi:edtwofn?wadmixem—aCmmrmnandaPad:m
o their ion forAyahin follow manner;
other wonfiers why we are suddenly swamped with such .

: mxs::t display of embroidered bosky-silk and linen tea-

0zies, tray clothes, trolley sets, tablecl, Y

pillowcases and bed sheets, (73’) clots, sounterpanes,

The attentions of Ayan’ i
S \yah’s Pataha admire, al
huuseh&?ld. All our kitchen knives, Muﬂ:er’zuscbiesnszit;u;
;asg;ﬂqlufedean’s_ garden shears and Adi’s blunt penknife
enly develop glittering razor edges, And itis not only

i

tomach muscles retract to create a warm hollow....something
within me”. (78) The novel h h excerpts, which
1o be indecent by the critics. Bapsi Sidhwa in one of her interviews rules
outthe blame:
If 2 writer writes about a boy’s sexusl urges it is perfectly
natural; but giris also experience the same feelings, the daze’
and the dazzlement, so bow does that become ribald and
indecent? (The Hindu, 06 November 2005)
Lenny goes to Mrs. Pen to receive edueation:
‘The whiffof Mrs. Pen enlightensme. It teaches me the biology
of spent cells and ageing bodies—and insinuates history into
my subconscious ...of things past and of the British Raj...of
human frailties and vulnerabiiities—of spent passion and
lingering yeaings. (81)

Lenny recalls Gandhiji’s visit to Lahore. “I'm surprised he
exists”(85), exclaims the child’s heart. She goes with her mother to see
him, whom she thinks ‘almiost. ..a mystic figure’. (85) Lenny describes
Ganyhiji thus:

He is small dark, shriveled, old. He looks like Hari, our
gardener, except he hasa di: Hed, di d and irritable
look, and-no ono dare puii off his dhot!! ...I am puzzled
why he’s no famous—and suddenly his eyes turn to me.
My brain, heart and stomach meit. (86-87)

happens
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. Theyoung[mnyaddsﬁmhaﬁmscmcymxslater“dmslmeaﬁm
thefulldimensionofiy o 3
oftheice-Jurking deep benegtt icand dynamic femi
non-violent exterior”, (88)Lenny’s untain reactionsare genuinely ofachild
who gradually learns about it suroundings, Sidhwa, thus, to a great extent is
Sucw&sﬁdmmlivingthose days of resistance inher novel lee-Candy-Mar,
The April days are ing, begiming to get warm, Th
with Ayah and her admirers from different religions and castes goesto
Queen’s Park. There the disoussionon ‘inevitable Partition’ starts, Lenny
listens to all of them and later on when she meets. Cousin, asks him very
innocently about jt. “There is much disturbing talk. India js going to be
broken. Can one break a country? And what happens If they break it
where our house is? Or crack it further up on Warris road? Howwili 1
evergetto Godmother's then? (92) There isno satisfactory answer then,
She therefore, #pproaches Ayah, who ventures, “they willdig acanal. ., This
side for Hindustan and ths s i
that’s what they’ll have to do—crack India with a fong, fong canal.. >93)
Lenny, about J; innah, Nehru, Iqbal, Tara Singh and
Mountbatten, about whom she often comes to hear, The child is now
onwards sentient to ‘religious diffe . She cries:
Itissudden: One day everybody is themselves—and the next
day they are Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian, peopie shrink,
dwindling into symbols. Ayzh is no longer just my all-
encompassing Ayah-—she is alsoatoken, A Hindu,., Iman
Din and Yougaf, turning into religious 2zealots... While the
Sharmas and the Daulatrams, Brahmins Tike Nehru, are
dehumanized by their lofty caste-marks. -.English
Christians, . ook down their noses upon the Pens who are
Anglo-Indians, who @

n turn) Jook down theirs on the
Phialbuses who are Indian-Christians, .,
Godmott

Sl ;

inity hi’s

Tectrd

ttand my nuclear family

other, A
arereduced to irrelevant nomenclatures—we are Parsces.

What is God? 993 ~94)

Lenny even feclsa ‘subtle change’in the Queen’s Garden; Ice-candy-

manreappears but in a newrole, And, interesting enough, thistime as a

“Allab’s telephone”. Through Cousinshe happens to see a black box in

her parents’ bathroom and ope day it disappears as it had appeared
mysteriously. Amidst bizarre events Lenny misses her friend Ranna;
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and [ wish to T see us Squatting
~--Wheﬂél‘;lz‘5§f:11);e’;’:: mouth open‘and €YeS closed, as
Bem:al\t}lluhanunad di’rec\s squirts of milk straight from the
Dos 1o
i éetness.
zunudder "“;t.;bomﬁiﬁ‘!:lr;:agalnshewms PirPandots see Boishakhi
1 .
irin v bouring village, Dera Tek Singh, where all)lﬂ,e membersof
fairinits neighbor veryyear, “before Ramma was bom_ctorghis
Imam Din’s family g"bcm,, (105) Jagjeet welcomes them lbuttension
ey s waflage aéﬂwmmmﬁ'J“@eﬂsmglxwomm
et Al o areup o drive Musbims 0UOf gy pugahy for
o ab?utAkalt.:l\‘Z\shms “ifthereisto bea PKIStan’ He even qypoests
oMo lllVeV\;ld Jeave Dera Tek Singh before it get? dark. Back to
Dost Mohamm: X tku e axdone day bhurs oy
e doani dand his family JeavePie oo, which
p i 101’ Elaves, | No, [have
¥ abandon their ances! . No,
ke ”'lvll‘::v cc::::ythmwdeussulmans (?ut‘. (109)
e g roeptions prove to be wrong indays g come,
Im] enna.m e Smmmpe of the novel dramatizes the aniay | textyres of
o u&;ﬂmm‘sof‘m@-M@mm‘e,’wme
multi-cultural Indian R :  frligiousds i vide
oo anotherman’s poison’. (117) Vidlence escalatesnd
“‘oneman’s religion is. N i) Jl‘apkuﬂ?n&w"‘lmp ]
by ;Adﬁlﬂf‘emAmwnaﬁonisbommdinis divided afyer alt”, (140)
- et:
Inasnﬂpm 13 Sidhwa quotes Iqbal, the Urdu po o
fretep i havech&nged;meworldhaschanged“smmd.
Thetimes
The European’s mystery is erased. d. -
The secret of his conjuring tricks i
‘rankish wizard stands and looks amazed, ( 1)
e bs asking Ayah how long does Lahore tum because
e sl o hot] think my fleshand CIO}hes will cateh fire”.
“the air on my face SS ;‘i’e down and Lenny s1opS £9ing 16, Queens Park
e Thereds dissension in the ranks 0fayals p oy irers. Lenny
altogether. Thereis uddenly emptied of yetanothe:hoary Gimensi ons
watches, “L 159 -with cast-marks—or. Hindusl indhotiswith )
thereare no Blahm““sj‘sim refugees” (175) Lenn¥ 52 forced-witnessto
Only hurdcds of My iness. And one day her Ayahis kldnappe dandtober
o ¥ !
l::;aky;;mppm were led by Iee-candy ~man!
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dust by prid
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ttlong g mmgshe%umu ther’s influenice but j¢ l:cg
- - never be the same’.
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- Female Foeticide: An Overview

Garima Gupta

‘The term “foeticide™ is a combination of the Latin words foetus
g cusdo which means destruction of a foetus or to kill an unborn child.
practice of female foeticide involves the detection of the sex of the
bom child in the womb of the mother and if it is a female foetus, thenis
octively being aborted after pre-natal sex determination, and hence
ing a girl’s ‘RIGHT TO LIFE’. It is also defined as killing of female
betus through induced abortion. In other words, It implies the barbarous
‘wétof killing the girl child in the womb itself, unseen and unheard, only for
the flct that she is female.
InIndia, female foeticide has been practiced for centuries with the
¢arliest evidence being provided by Sir Jonathan Duncan in 1789
(Pakrasi&Halder, 1971). Initially, in India, female foeticide was under
practice in medieval age. But was limited to some communities only. In
that period marriage of a girl was very costly and if a girl remains unmarried
due tothe lack of money it was considered as the worst thing, It was also
aviolation of religion, so the girl children were killed in mother’s womb
and this was cartied out in Rajput community. The poorest things were
that the girls were Ieft unfeed or mothers would apply opium on their
breast and would kill the girl children. These things were practiced in
Raik and Raj! i ity in Waranasi in1789. Under the rule
of 1795 and 1804 killing gir! child was declared o be an offence but still
it was practieed in Rajput community in Kachha and Gujrat. Near about
20,000 girls would be killed from 1, 25,000 families:
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In Indian culture, socia] ethics and fam;|
<ompared to other culture i the world.

ions (80%) are carried
ighest numbers of ak‘x)mu S eed
e it hlegsh oef foeticide and 1nfan@1cu‘$ cm';0 ey
et Mother India will have no mothers,
will come when
m}ﬂdmmﬂom ioned in the i thatin 1991 the
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InIndian culture, Wornen and mep]
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Census of India, 2001 reported that gex Tatio of India stands at 933, een 90010 925 ine! -924, and the districts abovge Ratnagiri -940,
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Himachal Pradesh gy Madhya Pradegh, compared to 2001 censys gy, deelined alot over ten ye;usm Punjab, Rajasthan, H”Y‘ma;h of young
And worst of all there were only 300 girls for every 1,000 boys among has been observed closely sh cities. It is estimated that dggo cachyeer
Hpper-caste Hindus i yrhag areas of Punjab’s Fatehgarh Sahip, Distrieg, Pradesh and Madhya Prade: of young boys by over 3,00, ;
eIe Wasa squeeze on family size which affe of ters gitls inindia exceeded those of y
(Action Aid and Canada’s Internationa] Development Research Centre,
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Areport by UNICER says that per day 7000 girls are killeg in
India by abortions, Andasa consequence of selective abortion
3Sand4g million gitls, and now Women are stareq missing from the
Indian Population, Generation of e i

oo d, prosper
Womenare wiped out and the soc
works as a mute Observer to this orggp: i

- O
, veloped cities but the sex ratio is between 830 to 912. “Afier
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about 60% of: the unwanted births ang that the elimination of, Unwanted the 1980sto 1.2 ”‘i”m"'t‘l) '2, lf cent decline in chx{d M;,::;Iizss of
tertility hasithe bofentiaf to raise the sex. 1atio arbirth to,] 30 boys per 100 million in the 2 0?05' Facl e n” 1 gemi”ian more Se{e“!m]z:\a of
&irls (Bhat & Zavier, 2003). Accordingto United Nation’s Teport, in India 6 year age implied I;:’nw(ffzm3~‘ dueted e study inthe
750,000 girls are aborted every year, Besides this, more than 0,000 girt girls” (Dhar, 2011).B
babies are Victims of infanticide each yearin Indja, Punjab ang Haryana
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Co unity Health (Medical Institution in South India) wi
a ea":;mdy (?f “R;evathy, a28year-old lady holding l)mh::vhlfom
who uﬂ’Ped into a well in early moming, just 12 daysafter her delivery;
the tab¥ died but.the mother survived with a fracture calcaneum. The’
reason V% the thifd girl child in the family and her husband had.been
ing to remarry on this isstie. M she had no obvi ial
s either from the family or from within the community,
Diaz {1988) reported that out of the 15914 aborti
perfo cned during 1984;85 almost 100 percent were those of; ;:u:‘l";‘sex
ina weﬂ_k-nownAbc.xmon Centre in Mumbai, after undertaking the sex
< gationtests, Slmilnrly,asurveyrepmofwomm'scenminMumbai
fourig 184S 0utof 8,000 foetuses aborted in six city hospitals 7,999 foetuses
were of giris (Gangrade, 1988). Itis reported that about 4,000 female babies
s TN ot i) ovey v S dtins
tests are " oevenin Tural i
deliveri€S m.ruml areas take place at home there is no :e:z f:tﬁ:’ ;:z
aumber of births/deaths that take place, Hence, it is difficult to scale the
iude ofthe problem ﬁis;whalatha& Sharma, 2006),
mm?am'cleon“ wit with low sex child ratio” it
high ariﬂ-l"y. amongst female children continues ﬁ'om‘:;: m::::
ing the childratio in favour of male children. In Tndia excess female
.tyamo?gc}uldxenwasvisibleatagesbeyondﬁmmmnhofﬁfahis
fomdemngthePost-mmlpeﬁod(age 1-11 months) female mottality
mg]? xr{om.hty b'y 10%. Lal, Vashisht, andPunia(2002) cited that
mwualmmomvmgesﬁomagemetoexaotageﬁve'ymm
both ruré! m:t:l;r‘llan areas but more severe imryural area. Institute for
Dovelop™™ ion (2002) conducted astudy on idertifyi
and mn‘f"mng fe@z foeticide and infanticide in 3 distric i
I , and Bhatinda) Punjab Chandigarh with an intent t‘: mﬁg‘;
incoalaud]me surat and rural —urban variations in extent and justification for
Toale focci de, and to seize the linkages bety hild
preferenc? with the gender system and the practice of female foeticide/
mﬁ:nﬁcid‘“Theswdy ducted i i-urban and urb
ofPugjab. Data was c?uecte'd from 3 income groups” upper, middle, and
Tower &5 through mm?mews. Findings indicated that 19.4% of the
ndents oPtedabortion because a female foetus was detected, and

res] .
by el;owanwd amale child. Resort to female foeticide was reported mostly

Suy
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by the middle income group (23.2%), followed by upper income group
(18.3%) and least by the lower income group (15.5%). T he extent of sex
determination tests was found to be highest in the region Majha(38.2%)
of Amritsar district, followed by 37% in Malwa, and 3 0.2% in Doaba
(Jalandhar). Data revealed that if the first child was female, 63.4% women
reported mi: during th d : in contiast, when the
first child was male only 36.5% miscarriages were repoxted. Moreover,
88.8% of people stated the necessity for having a male child.

Inanother survey, Dr. Agarwal reported in his survey that 90% of
i dents agreed thit boys were givi £ in society. Seventy
one percent of the respondents went for aborting a girlas they previoasly
had daughters and wanted a son. Similarly, Ashu (201 2) conducted a
study on the six villages of Ludhiana. The findings revealed that 78% of
wormen ap d of female foeticide si female child would notbe
‘happy in this world. According to study, 64% women feel that the parents
should decide if they want a girl oraboy. So that they can have one girl
and one boy. As far as mother-in-laws are concerned, 12% believe that
female foeticide are not wrong and 78% neither approved of female
foeticide nor did they call it wrong, 77% of daughter in-laws disapptoved
of female foeticide.

Therefore, it isevident from th ding p: hsthat declined.
sex ratio has been.a potential threat for the society and it has beendecreasing
every year. Further, changes in sex-ratioreflect underlying socio-economic,

i cultural patt fa society. Pr forason
and female foeticid inues to bea prevalent norm in traditional Indian
)i hold resulting i ini , which has droppedtoalarming
level. } h, th } identified d predlominating factor

behind the skewed or declined sex-ratio between mex and women. I isan
open secretthat the status of a worenis a complex issue and isnot pliable
toany simplistic explanation of social reality.

is idered to be the y base forall socio-
jc and cultural development (Sen, 1994) thait ad el
capital and economic prospect of a country (UNFPA, 2005)Researchers
‘have stated that investment in women edueation contributed iu various
imp; suchas an i d status through improved ecouomic
prospects, greater decisi i control over 5
o Aoen world, husband-wife ication, self-reli

P
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they Have lesser autonom: is
Y, weaker decision makin, ithii
Il;&;:vseh;‘}ds and henee more subjected to prodyce mgal‘;ohv:ierrsv(vghm -
A ¢, & Rao, 20_01). The reason for the Son over daughters ;-na!!a,
0; e}x\)]ce :hf :}:h family and its iuterest, especially in rural aregs, Anmtervx'ls m'the
aNo; ian village women, resident of i ' o
th Inc e W Ludhiana res, “

;x;r’s; :fl;lgagon of awife is ip Produce sons for her husbm?}im?e
o oﬂ}lf and and hersflf of course, but more importantly, ' for Ihy,
sonda e Yextende?d  family BrouUp - 1o add 10 the earning powe, Ie
b 59 ’hfzmz Ly prestige by word and, deed, and ify recessary by phy s": (;

engri’” (Baligar, | 9?‘9;). Earlierandto some. extent in the pmtpmany IC.g
ductive to her family and iy

) However, other contradieto; i

rx;zlatedwith mcreased sex wlwdvgﬁ?m%mm tl?:\lf:d Wmﬁm

tha c:zcds;lecuve abortions were more pronounced in Wwealthier and

oueated ouseholfis than  pooter households. If the fips child has been,
% there is no fall in the gitl-boy ratio forthe second childoverthe ;

;p:::g&mgslﬁ:vgsges%ng that families mainly those that are wea.lst‘!uu"g

) e Faborti e or . o0
girl (Jha, Maya, Kcslez KI;T &m il’r 1ZZS(')Lf ;i;e:g:tml;o pma:m Ch'ﬂ;n"jnisg

Female Foeticidc: An Overvicw : 103

Wihep f sex selective abortions in rich and educated Indian
femilies was published in “The Lancet’, a medical journal, on4th June,
2011 (Jhaet al., 2011). According to the report which is based on review
of data of three rounds of the nationally representative surveys (National
Family Health Survey - 1,2, &3) carried out during the years 1990 to
2005, it was found that the conditional sex ratio for second-order births
when the firstborn was 2 girl child, fell from 906 per 1000 boysin 1990 to
836 in 2005. Another study (attributing education playing role in female
foeticide) conducted at Si. Michael’s Hospital, University of Toronto and
the P duate Institute of Medical Education and Research, Chandigarh
on Sex selection testin India discovered that “gir] deficit’ was more common
airiong educated families, especially in homes where the first born was a
girl. They also found that when the first child was a boy, the number of
second childrerwas equally split among girls and boys. Butif the firstborn
was a girl, the number of girls born later fell off quickly. Among seeond
children, only 759 girls were bom for every 1000 boys, and among third
children there were 719 girls for every 1000 boys (Picard, 2006).Sen
(2001 reported that indeed, traditional routes of changing gender inequality
throngh using puhlic policy to influence female education and female
economic participation, may not serve as a path to the removal of ‘natality
inequality. Evidence in this directiou comes from countries in EastAsia,
where high level of female education and ic participation exist.
Despite these achi npared with the biologically common ratio
across the world of 95 girls being born per hundred boys, Singapore and
Taiwan have 92 girls, South Korea only 88, and China a mere 86, In
comparison, the Indian ratio of92.7 gitls for 100 boys still looks far less
unfavourable. Recently a study conducted by Singh and Singh, 2014
d that lays asignificant role for acquiring the knowledgs
& They reported that declin hasfound among
the most of the eouples, mostly who are well educated and belong to
urban areas. In the context, low sex ratio among the (0 - 6yrs.) age group
of the children in Rohtak, Jhajjar, Sonipat, Faridabad district indicate
relatively lower sex ratio. It is because of higher level of Titeracy within
these districts. The highly educated group has more exposure. and
fing sex e 5 :

Additi the fear of escalating d ds of dowry was cited
asanothermain reason. Marriage of a girl child, is also considered asa.
process whereby the burden of the father is passed on to the husband for




104 : Creation Vol.-IV, No.-3,2015, ISSN 2231-3923

a very high price. The dowry or groom price is 5o
imrespective of the class structure that generations may have to toil to repay

the debts incurred during marriage. Due to the dowry system daughtors

are problems for pareuts. So instead of facing dowry problem at the tme
of daughter’s marriage, parents prefer to prenatal sex-determination leaty
+ andifitis proved to be female sex, she is killed inmother’s womb, A

study conducted on Gender Prefe and A ing Sex
Determination among Married Women in Shums of Chandigarh—The

study done in the age group of 20-35 years ineluded married women
belonging to poor socio-economic groups residing in rural area. Dowryis
amajor reason for parents to resent a daughter birth and moreover they

think it is pointlessto spend so muchona girl’seducation and upbringing

onlyto leave for another’s home, without repaying (Puri etal., 2007).
Henee, marriage of a girl is thought as a reason for the indebtedness of
poor families, while son bring dowries into the family (Grewal & Kishore,
2012). In the south Indian communities people believes that “Grooming
a girl is like watering o neighbour s plant. "Daughters are unable to
provide social security to parents. Mostcouples especially the middie
class think, it appears that ‘paying Rs. 500 at present is better than to pay
Rs.5,00,000 in future’, Thus, an exorbitant dowry demand is one of the
central reasons for female foeticide. Adocumentary film entitled ‘Let Her
Die’, produced for female foeticide stated that “India is short of 25
million women”. It starts by porting ‘Many indivi inIndi i
consider that if in the first instance they have a bahy girl it would be
cousidered bad luck, in the second a disaster and in third a catastrophe”.
With these conditions Indian women justify ferale foeticideto be the only
solution todiscrimination that exists for the *Girl child’ from the minute she
is born. A study conducted on 200 married menand women to elicit their
attitude towards the girl child and the declining sex ratio in Bhopal, found
that the reasons for not wanting girls tuelude that bringing up girlsisa
costly affairs and a wasted i they have to bemarried off, arranging
for dowry is diffieuls, there is fear of providing safety even inside home,
and she is subjected to harassments (Srivastava, Das Gupta, &Rai, 2005).
The other reason is the technological advancement. The récent
ogical devel inmedical pract bined with a vigorous
pursuit of growth of the private health sector have provided space for
hy ing of a variety of lective services. This has happened
not only inurban areas but deep within rural countryside also. The sex of

taggeringly high

Female Foetieide: An Overview : 105

Jhus i ined by methods lik is, chrion villus biopsy,
v issue sampling and now by the most po‘pular
i . pﬁ’lt‘:ﬁ:‘;lat;fyﬂmc: wn%h the help.of above mentioned
plogies itis easier to opt the sex selective abf)mons (Patel, ?007?.The
of medical science has promoted the rapid growth of this heléllous
{n today’s society. Whatever the method, t.he truth is that these
have made sex determination quite easier and cheaper, th(hus
ing the growth of female foeticide at a high rate. Thou.gh, the
ent is putting several impositions on these sex determination

1 cultural practi flect deeply rooted
isexhibited inmany culturésandisniot

; m pa'riamh;' is prevalent. Societies expect women to live and express

ithin narrowdy défined also often exhibit cultural

arnselves Wit ety e . Pl nge
dik il ied onby male children in many societies, leading

d about their family’s fisture g i hope forason

:n—d possihly murder or abort girl children in order to getan heir. Soxlne
it e rieid social 1 N

il

i f India, for example, families are expected to
e s cosmnes i 2 gl that would notbeheld for aboy.
The the i i inga family to provide

sne i their vi “ o ies for even
i intheir village. “Proper” ceremontes for
zﬁﬁﬂz eWomalreaaiy poor family, and inadequfatie cchilr;r:::{lue;:en
i . A family may choose to kill a gir] er
gxlavesgdaldlsmfﬁﬁj. ingthetet that a family’s social status outweighs

il child'slife.

ﬂﬁvalm‘zf::i?ﬂdﬂfd Itural d hic factors, religiou:
reasons (bi rituals and beliefs about religious 'duties an

lvati (bl:i:and deal:ty,pnww' i dowry, family lineage,
pmﬁgeandpo—vje:, (Basu, 1989; Caldweil & Caldwell, 1990; Das ?9"53
& Bhat, 1997; Das Gupta, 1987; Dyson & Moore, 1983; Kishor, : 3
Miller, 1981) have been traced out as a dcep-rooted cause of &5?
prefercace. Further, several rescarchers have reparted (Chen, H;lq;\ :
Souza, 1981; Das Gupta, 1987; Zhirong, 2900) that in Souf hs;an
coantries sueh as India, South Korea and China not only do sons f:e
important roles in rituals, but they are also taken as a source of support for
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the parents especially the old age. Further, the mentality of the people to
insist on boy child, society’s view towards girls, changing lifestyle, scars
on eh; rape, and d ic viol al; ing factors of
female foeticide. .

The kiiling of women exists in various forms in. societies the world
over. Itis an extreme manifestation of violence agaiust women. From the
preceding paragraphs it has been clear that there are several potential
causes that exists bothat the level of : society and the person that facilitate
the ueed for son and opt a choice of aborting a girl. Despite this, several
other have been impls d to check ou the femalc foeticide.
Various laws has been implemented to put 2 hold on femalc foeticide, For
cxample, the government is mpl, ing a widesp legislation; the
P ption and Pre-natal Di ic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex
Selection) Act, 1994 and the Rules mounied thereunder, for prohibition of
sex selection before or after conception, regulation of Pre-natal Diagnostic
Techniques andp ion of their misuse for sex ck ination leading to
female foeticide. In 2003, both the Act as well as the Rules were amended
andﬁl.rther,amendmentsweredonehﬂ:eRuluwereﬁmherinZOll and
2012withaview!0makclhc, isi i toactasd
But still this heinous crime is taking place in the desire of a baby boy. The
government should make stronger laws about a change in the mind-set of
the people at large across the country, Female foeticide should be treated
as murder and punishment should be given as to a murderer.Further,

o ofthe women and thening of women’s rights through
ing against i

of existinglegi Th

of daughters to participate in soeial and religious rituals may be promoted
and the question may be raised stereotyping the man and the women’s
rolein society. The government should check and monitor time to time the
facility that they provide for thegood health care services, edudational
facilities to women. Wide attempt is needed time to time to scale the
seriousuess of the practice of female foeticide. Regular assessment of
indicators of status of womeu in society, such as sex ratio, and female
mortality, literacy, and i icipati should be done. S‘mnger
ethical code of conduct among medical professionals, beginning with their
training as und should be incul Medical ionals who
are mal-practising, their registration should be cancelled. With the help of
media awareness can be created on this sensitive issue. Peaple belong to

has dowry should b ged with -
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hour class and BPL (below poverty line) should also be provided with
me social security measures which may orient them in favour of girl
Ahlld. The 2 like “Laadli” should b inaft
e low sex - ratio affected states. And if all such steps are carried out
Hlncerely and effectively, then it would have a positive impetusto the curbing
out of this social handicap. With a combinati of monitoring, educatiou

igns, and effective legal imp] ion and by ad ingofa
acientific, rational, and humanist approach, the deep-seated attitudes and
. practices against women can be eroded.

From the preceding overviewit can be said that female foeticide is
one of the gravest jssue that needs to be addressed and tackled efficiently
by all human beings. The steady decliue in the ratio is swrprising, und

intuitive, Unlk i i isting rate, itwill bring
associated social problems in near future. Due to the shortage of female
sex, there will be i di of rape, mol ions, tampant of
h lity, trafficking, polyandries etc. And in addition to that, there
will bea biological disturt i dall. Further, we all human
shouldnotfoxgetmisdlatasbi:dcannotﬂywimonevdng_ similarly, nature
cannot survive on the shoulders of men-folk alone, Hz inati
and cooperation are needed for both men and women. Saving the girl
child therefore, becomes totally important as in the long run man cannot
survive elone. Man needs his all-time inspiration, “the lovely woman™.
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The road less travelled : An Assessment of
Saros Cowasjee’s Campus Novel
Goodbye to Elsa

Swati Rai

The Campus nove] originated in the West, but the genre in the
the boundariesof

d has h =t Anglo-American World
an enriched Indian Engii i g
spined global eaderst “;g::l;‘g;'.;;“‘”we“fl}“a{r}puSnovaﬁ

.sett'l'ng. .John E IKrumcr wites that the campusnovel: “..incorporates an
F:st'xt:non of hlghler lea.ming asa crucial part of its total setting and
inciudes, among its principal characters, graduate or undergmdua;t.é
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gublished in 1974. The novel is a perfect example of bleak and gloomy
F portrayal of campus life. The novel is distinct in the sense that Cowasjee

tasunfurled a tragic theme ina facetious manner and has pertinently made
use of black humor to Hlustrate this. Itdeals with the misery ofa perturbed
eadennic wh bleattheend oftt 1. Di d
inindia, inlove and life, he goes for higher studies to England, and later,
takes up the job of an Assistant Professor in Canada. The novel thus
traces the journey and presentsthe pointof view of the protagonist both
asastudentand asa teacher. The present paper aims to bring out the
verious aspects of campus fiction inthisnovel.

Goodbyeto Elsais experimental in the sense that it examines the
peculiarities of academnia in three different campuses namely - National
Defence Academy in India, The Leedsin England and The College of
Liberal Arts in Erigon, Canada. The protagonist, Tristan Elliot's first
epcounter with a campus happens when he joins the National Defence
Academy at Dehra Dun. This section of the novel deals with Tristan’s
experience asa cadet in the National Defence Academy. Although he
joinsthe Defence Academy under the influence of Colonel MelvinRose,
his neighbour, Tristan is soon disillusioned by the despotic and harsh

here of the Academy. In this section of the novel, the novelistdeals

students, faculty b
, fa and/or other acad
personmei”(ix). One of the main features of th i

s "l © i ir

habits. In fact the corrective purpose of imarily
B e e e purpose of these novels primarily makes
Though campus novel is basicall ic sati
v ) ly academic satire intended to
:lxpose.the high thetoric professed at universities, it is not only comic but
so setious anfisad where the element of pain is also inexorably found. In
this regard Elaine Showalter says:
.. whatappeals to me most in academic fiction is its seriousness,
jon i its seri
&en sadness, lferhaps we professors turm to satire because acad:mic lifé
e so much pain, so many lives wasted or destroyed.... Like the suburbs,
:u campus can be the site of pastoral, or the fantasy of pastoral - thé
1€ se,'tPe lzzlryltlower. But alsolike the suburbs, it is the site of those
inials o e literary imagination John Updike “di
conflict, waste, sorrow, fear”. (3) plkenamesssdiscontent
The present paperis focused on the satiri
. X . satirical portrayal of
life as depicted in Saros Cowasjee’s campus novel, Goo}:lﬂliye f:l Ell.)v:s

with the issue of ragging which is experienced by most of the students
who are new to campus tife:
«Come here,” called out someons. 1turned round to see who wes in
trouble. ¢ You there! Runup, he said tome. He was, as | learnt later, like
vt ining,a Gentl Cadet.‘Youmeanme?‘hsked,
sceptically. ‘No, your granny,’ he barked... ran up and stood beforehim.1
saluted smartly. ¢ You are not supposed to salute in that bloody rigout of
yours, What's your name? *Tristan Elliott, sir. “Tristan Ediot! That's what
youare! Aye, what’s myname?” ‘1 don’tknow, six.” “You don’t! And you
know yout fukin® name. Conoeited bastard. Twill teach you who lam. Now
run round the block and touch all the lamp-posts and be back here intwo
minutes. ifyou are late, God help you!” (124)

1 iliation andt

B t meted out by the senior
Cadets, Tristan fails to adapt himselfto the atmosphere of the Academy.
Heultimately walks out from there and leaves for Britgin for higher studies.
The next campus that Goodbye to Elsa deals withisthat of The Leedsin
England. This section of the novel very pertinently portrays the life and
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conduct of Indian students on the campus abroad. Some ofthe vital facets
of campus life like campus politics, mannerism of Indian students on a
foreign campus and romance are also depicted here from the student’s

pointof view.

Ting ¢ {hek Finds de

of foreign
campus, the novelist points out how some of the very important ideals of
Indiancd being violated by the Indians i, e theairif]

of western culture, For instance Rajeshwar Dayal and Shituloo Raman, the
president and secretary of “The Indian Associati h hiland
who promote p ital and

£

ital

Indian stud

p Dayal that he already has a girlfriend
inIndia, “Dayal laughed. ‘Giri in India! Yar(friend), what has that gotto do
withenjoyingiife here? L have a wife in India. No life without a woman in this
cold country, Irepeat” (30), In a very satirical vein the novelist points out

howintherame of interestof the Indian students inthe foreign
campus, forums like “The India Association’ dissemi if-alienati d
derailment in the Indian students,

This section of the novel also sketches Tristan’s academic
advancement and his strict course of study for his Ph.D. degree quite
eiaborately. Tristan is shown as a research scholar working on the topic
“Henry I's Conquest of Ireland” for his Ph.D. degree in History inthe
University of Leeds, His supervisor’s critical eomments on the standard
and quaiity of his work demonstrate one of the various expericnces of
student iife on campus: “My supervisor, Dr. Geoffrey Adams, failed to
appreciate the first chapter I had submitted. “Not only is there not one,
singleoriginalidea,” he complained, ‘buteven the rehash of others” opinions
makes no sense™ (53). Tristan’s research methodology and strategy is

also depietedhere:

1 had planned on making the best use of my trip. 1 saw my
sppervisor the morning of my departure.... My first task was to map out
Henry II’s itinerary inIreland.. . I had also to establish the anthonticity of
“The Bull Laudabiliter’ of which Henry made such good use. My professor
commended my goal, but doubted my ability to improve on Eyton. He
wished me the very best of iuck and a happy voyage. Early next mormning
1wasat the National Library on Kildare Street. My briefcase was stuffed
with note paper and index cards, and 1 had a most impressive
bibliography....I spent the day tumning over the pages of journals and by
th ing had managed 1 thirty volumes. ] had also taken
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eted from the final

{wo pages of quotations (thesemy supervisor del
of y thesis). (68-69) )
The whole description of this kind reminds one of Makilra‘nd
jape’snovel The Narrator: A Novel where similar kind of description
ape N
if the research methodology is found. )
" Love affairs are a crucial aspect of the campus ‘l;lfe and ;x[) fmlT‘ss
jee’ 10 Elsa. 1ti
i it 1s of Saros Cowasjee’s Goq ye
o lmpZ;ﬂm Lnedsasfhe:lTristan ‘meets the two very important women
et and powerful impacton his life. Heather, a British girl,
her Honors in Biology becomes Tristan’s g'u;t ‘:'eaﬂl1 lo'\c/lzra (:)nf
i he is petrified by the
. Thongh Tristan loves Heather, 4 trifie g
leading}ﬂsenﬁleﬁfewimha:‘ﬂwideaofspmdmgahfe-mwmeeaﬁm

: chilled me and on reflection] found that apart from sex, there was very

littlein commonbetweenus” (5.3). ] " o
‘When Tristan: fi qu o

ith Heather, he meets Elsa and feels hlmselfge'mng attract;d t\;)ev‘v:rdz

ho B taﬁer’much introspection he makes up his mind thathe long;
he'rli)};leaﬂ\cr He retums to her, only to find that Heather was cheat;x{izx;
;lm witha SM student from the campus. Rejected by: fl:ea%c;, w:xmm
marries Elsaonlyto realizematheismwrelegamdto ali ; wit havomn

Joved. After this Tristan accepts the post of Assistant 1o s
hfnever 'vers{ty in Canada and moves there with Elsa, thus ending his
;J)luﬁr:\:;!:s 2 student and sterting his expeditionasa teacher. .

i anda tl

th exPe‘ . ) .

(owaxds-[l;[z me'll‘:s;anuimaﬁerhewkﬁ up miteachmg pﬂ(:sx:;: ;:

i i ses the
i , Canada. This section of the novel exposes

E:;g:kr:lg:gz%morality and the proliferation of perversion in thought,
conduet and action with reference to the faculty. ‘ "
A i d neglect

i1 torily and neglect

i teachers rm their tasks perfunc! X
pmpts oen h:)’:(v ::y of impamnwrfog Kknowledge to the students. Tristan (ellls
thm’f‘:;:tn‘3‘Lectun'ngistheleast important of our jobs, andthe prepatau‘;r;
I"Atilﬂlnl‘:ss QOurjobis to'keepthe college going, excel?l for the five T{Ell'l‘ s
;rhe we areinLondon, Paris, Rome, Zurich, Madrid for fesefarlc >
119)nThe novel also ateshow thei bl wi
" o bl

ap:
their nyp

w

d deceitful tactics hide theiri pete
and inability to teach their subject from the: students. For instance, Tristan
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tells Marie: “When we eouldn’t check. onthe facts gyr students gave us, we
corrected their English, And this is at the bes of times atricky job” (1 18).

Cursetjee, despite ofhis acumen was denied editorship of Notikeewin
Historical Revigw because e didn’thave a wife to Promote his case, . ”
(91), and instead Dr. Horace Peabody, who did not have any experience
ofediting was selected becayse “...his wife owned an art shop and was
the President of the Faculty Wives® Assoclation. 2most powerfi} body on
campus™ (91), The novelist ironically Doints out that because of the
domlnanee ang interference of Facuity Wives’Associau'on, Notikeewin
Historical Review which Was started ag 3 SeTious research  journal, “had
begun Ppublishing storjes and poem onhistorical themes? 1),

The novelist also directs bitter satire towards the objectionable
and noxious atmosphere of the academia. Themoral and ethica] degradation
inthe CaMpuS is explained throughthe episode in which Tristan discloges
how wives can Play imperative Part in promotion of their husbangs>
academie careers;

Forone, shecan let herbotion bephdmbyhishmned!htempqior,
and thatis worth one Special salary increase inmost cases, Apretty girl Jike
You could getme a fiy)] Professorship in two years.. A wife can blackmait
her husbang’s boss and force him o promote her husband, (1 15)

Tristan further €Xposes the corrupt angd unethical practices of the
faculty:

The divorce rate 2mong professors i higher than in any other
profession, And because of the professors’ Preoceupation wigh matters
tatlare academie, adultery is Jooked uponasa minor aberration, Anditis
generally settled ot of, court by the wronged person seeking redress
through Visiting the other’s wife. (118)

Itisironical to see such kind of uncouth and uncivilised behavigur
coming from the members of an educated society. In fact a severe kind of
satire is directed towards the fraternity of teachers whose Perverse and
immora[ behaviour do no( qualify them to be partofa civilized society
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i i i ich is replete with perversions, corrup.tion,
Bem%}’&" o;in;alﬁa:mty Whl‘il:f :lelp kind of ing poIi}it;s, Tn‘s‘tan
Itimately gets disilusi d and th ',mthewotldthaxhelsmhabm:g

y
becomes evident to him: .

The big, happy family- The History Department- wasaﬁcn:;ln. It
was torn with envyand strife, Everyone hatcd someone, and I hated them
all. Murder, betrayal, perfidy, treachery, rebellion, massacre, erulelty, xagef,ﬂ
W l\zst malice, rape, plunder, extortion, these were the iessons of
History. (94) . ) ;

gt iderably gioomy an

The novel Goodbye to Elsa gives a cozxsn t :
forbidding view ofthe world of acadernia, Tnsta%ls exm;sdle ::n;;gf

be called an amiable one. The B dat
the campus couid be f. iable one. 11 :
and kes him feel letely forlom and isolfitejd. Various
ﬁi:!’ts s Nika the ) of 1. Ae ...,J‘n;h "
mman/.:eofm[nnmrmage:”s l!ﬂadivorce, power politics, teacher’s loyalty towards his
professiz;n etc. am:iescdbed inavery conducive way ullze novel, 5::2;
¢ ient li all these aspe:

j n able to throw sufficient lighton i

mchefi::ls::; with protagonist’s views both as a;tudentE a[s weiln a; :
i i i Goodbye to Elsa ¢

. So with the points discussed so far, Good
::)cnt;r::re: 1o be one of the most notable contributions to the genre of
Indian campus novel in English.
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&Co., 1995, Print. ) )
Showalter, Elaine. Faculty Towers: The Ac:ademm Novel and its
Discontents. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005, Print,

e to Elsa. New Delhl: Orlent




Pinjar: H'ansferring' the Woes of
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‘Thematically Pinjar is a story of a young sixteen year old girl

d Pooro but it intertwines several other touching subplots: Trevolving
the major plot. The narrative starts with the story of a family revenge
ing in the abduction of Pooro and traverses towards various ways
ploitation of women during Partition, Hindu Muslim inter-<ommunal
Jons, dominations, riots and fends. 1t is also a story of shattered
of many, dreams of many young girls, dreams of a strong united

dreams of Hindus and dreams of Muslims.
f Parition whigh inscribed

gng lasting effe her She very d
th of Partition and pond: the viol d pain d
of communal disharmony resulting in multiple forms of brutalities, As
t ition of Indi inued to b festered wound

in the bosom of history. Nobody would ever know how the dreams of so
many girls of this country were slaughtered -...FhenThad written a long
poem, “Tavarikh(Histoty), which echoes the voice of ayoung girl, who
-~ like thousands of such other girlslost somewhere.” Here she compures
Punjab’s partition with the anguish of an abducted woman:

“1don’t know where that courtyard is

Or where the toys ...

‘Where is the henna meant to be painted on my hands?

‘Where is my red wedding veil?

The honour of the house was crushed in the bazaar. ..

‘Who can1tell what happened to me-...

Duty and faith were put on sale
The women of the country were put on sale”.(Roy and Bhatia:2008:1 1))

Pritam does not employ the term ‘religion, community and caste?,

yet accontuates many women’s trauma of partition as ‘universal and
irreparable’. ‘Who can sense the pain of sueh a girl — a youth, whose
body is forced into motherhood” or wifehood. Womon's experiences at
thetime of partition were ‘iltiple, fragmented and historical’ which teduced
them to skeletons, She has tried to portray women’s brutal experiences
into a string in this narrative which sh th tral protagon
Pooro with other women Kammo, Taro, Pagli, Laajo who suffer menta]
and physical agony and anguish. ‘




abandoned. Thy ShEkh:e Who kept her for three

kidnappillg of Poorg, Dis(}rx\dca‘;ﬂ lm&)jwwed oakerev

Tesulti
10 meet her parengs py, Rasheezn tell broken and degperare Pooro wanted

s her:
“0
T e T
: uir shaho ke ghar ka pan i

mere i o

gharme pyre dlnrahchukihai"(zg;yega?m
anyplaceinthathouse.Aﬂhind
Shah family, Yoy lived here for IuSs

) hasizes that Pooro a Hingy, o; afterTi
namuslim hoyge gy beacoepwd?)yhersﬁle:ism;xg laccq:ts o
. <y
her dire co f
EVEN parents felt social
ughters,

ters, Where
Somehow afier | 5
toher 9ays Pooro rung !
sociel presgypo o1 P01 her i s ooy O Rasbieed's house
Pressureand in fearofpe shekhs: ‘parents also Teject her under

T OWn tormented, and to
¢ir own homes?

takhegnge 9 jhe byahicar ayega
2 8 Pha j
? :rad!urm Baya, tera janam gay:n et o
eti j i i hoti . ”
(Whi:a;;;e v:: ‘r(nar 8ayihoti. ab yahan se cbgli ja”.(23)
Y ;
lost your religion You g::e. dg;glmg 0;? Youtae
(Dear daughter, i .
birth Gog & " n{;’u should have died at the time ofyour
Su:rendering tothe £ Parents under socja]
s .
Pressure, she was forced jnge, r:;‘qaggeﬁzigs:ed o .
sa:oom ko IagaldinpandmhdMODeuskeSareS‘han'r
rAMAAS Wtaar fiyg hoj, it pigiar hai. gk aapm'mse
l!almkoinzan,nanmrji‘{a(z\;)ihm tel inakoi i
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(Pooro felt that these fifteen days have reduced herto mere
skeleton, fleshless, shapeless, emotionless without wish: andwilly

Emotionless Pooro enters into forced marriage with Rasheed
thereby becomes Hameeda as this name was i
lifeless soul of Pooro lives in the body of Hame:
skeleton and views other women suffering from the pain of existential
dilemma of body and soul, mere structure of | bones , devo
soul. Although she has a social identity of Hameeda but -

“Pooro ab Hameeda ban gayi . Kintu abhi tak jab raatko
vahsojaaﬁﬂﬂ,uskesapnomuskisaheﬁwnﬁltidﬁ, sapnome
vah aapne mata pita ke ghar khelti —kudti sab use Pooro hi
pmmmthe.Dinkims!mimPoomhameedabanjaﬁﬁli,ma(
ke andhkar me vah Pooro rahti.kiutu Pooro sochati thi vah
vaastav me na hameeda thi , na Pooro . Vah keval ek pinjar
thi, kevel pinjar jiska koi roop na tha, koi naam na tha."(25)

(Pooro has become Hameeda. Yet when she sleepsatnight,
She meets her fiiends, plays at her home with parentsandall
address her Pooro in dreams, At daytime Pooro becomes
Hameeda, at night she remains Pooro. But she thinks that
she is neither Pooro nor Hameeda completely. She was merely
faceless, nameless skeleton.)

Pooro in the text dies many times whenever she finds otheryoung
ing th i ligious pangs. Hindy
Muslim chasm isreflected in Pooro and Kammo's sympathetie relationship,
Kammo, ayoung orphan girl is also leading & very pathetie life a5 her
mother is dead, remarried father has lef: her as parentless therefore Iiving

girlsund lturad and

aloveless, disgraceful life with her aunt:

“Paida karke hamare liye chhhod gaye. Pooro ne kai bar
Kammo ki ehhachi ko kahte suna tha . kammo ke mata pita
koi na tha ., .Pooro soch rahi thi , jabmaye mar jati hai to
‘baap bhi paraye ho jate hai. ..sochte sochte uska dhyan aapni
or chala gaya, mayen jivit ho fir bhi pita parayen hojate hai,
maayen bhi parayce ho jati hai,”(37)

(After giving birththey left hor for me. Pooro listened many
timesKammo’s aunty speaking this. Kammo had neither
mothernor father. Pooro was thinking when mothers die
fathers also becomé strangers....eventually she thinks about

inscribed onher hand, The
eda who feels like a fleshless

id ofheart ang
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herself, ifmoth live, still fath
also tum their faces away,)

Kammo reminds Pooro that she has her ‘parents alive but they have
leftherin urch. Whatkind of relati ip ke

mothers

with their

Another newly married woman T pilepti
whenever shehas to go to herin-laws house because she finds her husband
inlove with another woman buthe establishes relationship with Taro also
without any love and affection, She has to suffer and livein his house as
she is married to him and they give her clothes to wear and food to eat:

“Mere man me aag si dhadhak udhati hai. Tu nahin dekhti

sab dekhte hai. Do baras ho Gaye hai, roti aurkapde ke liye
mai use ye Sharir bechati hun ... kehte kehte Taro gir padi,
uska sharir lakadi ke fatte ki tarah akad gaya"( 43)

Tam burning inside. Don’t you observe, all observe It, Two
years have passed , | exchange my body for food and
clothes...while speaking this Taro fell down, her body
tightened as a Log of wood.

A mad woman socially named Pagali is another young girl whose
inconeeivable physical torture forces one to think whether she is insane
and skeiet i ity is insane or skeleton. Dressless, senseless
» girl runs on the streets of village one day raped by someone and afier
certain period of time delivering a beautiful baby-boy and ultimately dies
inthe child birth process, Pooro deeply thinks:

- “Uske sukhe hue, jale hue sharir se uski aayu ka koi anuman
nahi lagaya ja sakta tha, basek pinjar tha jo dorta firta tha, . {50)
'Vah kaisa purush tha tavashya hi koi pashuhoga, jisne isjaisi
pagal ki yeh durdasha bana di! ...jiske paasnahusntha, na
jmnithi,..cheelonnemebhinochmchkeld!aliya..’pegaﬁ
ka pet dindin badhta ja raha tha. Pinjar me pinjar”. (52-53)
(Nobody could guess her age secing her lean thin without skin
astucture of dry bones, justaskeleton moving here and there.
Whowasthatman,hcmustbeauanimal,whohasmadcme
condition of this mad woman worse., .. the mad woman who
hadncbeaulynnyomh,..eaglmhzvepounceduponher...d]e
belly of that mad was increasing day by day. Skeleton within
skeleton.)
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Ted,

: Aumrita pritam h de her a hor for her non-
poligious identity.” Hindus claim for the child of mad woman as she wasa
Hindu. People inthe. igi killed the boy and returned to
Pooro almost a lifeless baby. Once again Pooro rears the child as hgr son
without being affected by caste, class, religionand communi y. She.lsﬁxsl
# woman and mother and probably never adopts communal identity of a
Hindu or aMuslim or in between both. .
Laajo is Pooro’s sister in law who is also abducted by another Muslim
and is being exploited. Pooro saves her and very courageously she
convincesher:
“Mai to jeeti mar chuki hun, mujhe ab kaun kubul karega?
Nahin laajo, mai apne jeete yeh anyay na hone dungi, tu apne
ghar jayegi, tera isme kya dosh hai?” (109)
(T am living dead body, who would accept me?
"No Lagjo, I wout bear this injustice as long as 1 am here. You
wili go to your home. It is not your fault.)
Con i Tamt
3 .
of that. smidenlf(ll:'wu it d cruelties). She s “the birth
ed child from the womb of mad woman with partition’. She
ofnocomsed i o e vombofmad o il it She
ial boundsri red the musical cad day life
teritorial ence of everyday
The namativeof inariseiica ofpeople’s mad belifin hereligion. As
the author has crafted a poem ‘Frenzy” on the madness of religion which is
Jai d high ab ligi f humanity H

hal

uch

“When religion goes to people’s heads-

Steel is sharpened

People’s tongues grow cruel

The tongues of love grow dull....

Vultures gather, their beaks tearing at the bodies

Theydon'teareifits daughieror thedaughter-i thehouse. .
Thefienzyofreligion goestopeople’shead”. (Royend Bhatia: 2008:16)
The poet condemns t.hi golmcs of religigns,.c@ve@ijon an:
ites., ¢ itics b s manipulative , peopie are soaked in

::hv:)nﬂﬁ’,s ﬁr tlhf ::::fn:ﬁgion p’l;lh:xi noﬁown that religion
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eould be such a potent weapon to spread hate and to useil! will for hatching
political conspiracies.”

Pinjar is transference of a written work into a feature film therefore

itis a derivative work. Inevitat question of accuracy, faithful
genuineness crops up, and the higher the stature of the source novel, the
more persi arethe ions of tr thi But if the compll

novel i transferred to the big screen, the resulting film would be more than
ten hours long or in modern times with Latest techni it canbe st d
also. But, elision is almost obligatory. Here along with film adaptation
interpolation of scenesis also indispensable.
Alteration and ification in adaptation is vital and icall
itable, itated both by the limi of time and medium, but
‘how much, it requires the judicious sense of balance. Some film theorists
have argued that a director should be wholly indifferent to the source-
material, as a novel is anovel, whereas a film is a film, and the two works
of art must be seen as disconnected units. Since copying of a novel into
filmis i even imagining a target of ” is ridicul
Other crities argue that what a film ad ion demands is i
to fit into limited hours (literally, adapt), and the film must be truthful
either the end produet (aesthetics) of a novel or the matter of the novel or
the significance of the novel and that the film maker must introduce changes

whetever mandatory to suit the requi ftime and to enhance the
faithfulness of /to any one of these points.
Pinjar on big screen is also equall hing, emotive, i

adaptation and therefore received the national acclaim and reflects the
spitit of the fiction genuinely. The piot, characterization, action, conflict,
dialogue, setting, theme, poetry , song, dress and other paraphernalia with
certain modifications catch the true spirit of the text. 1f we compare these
aesthetic elements of Pinjar text and Pinjar Movie, we will find similarities
and dissimilarities which certainty force us to think in different perspectives
ie. the perspective of the Film and the perspective of the book. The text is
for leamed readers who relish in private the verbal nuanccs and cinema is
for all viewers who enjoy the visual feast and its effects, The intention of
the di isto convey hi hing the full attention of viewers.
Ifit conveys easily, it distracts audience more easily on account of its easy

ibility and t ility. Here the risk of di ion is closer
and it is vulnerable. Therefore, the fit ker has to be more snbtle, and
minute in deletion and addition.
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‘The novel Pinjar asa whole is tnore tragic, basplotsand subp}ots,

: resonant imagery, presents such dire consequences of partition onHinda

and Muslim women thata ey mpreheix ut a viewer cannot
d Musls that a read can comprehend b

Eelr:\l:zed by boys running on the strcet may be quecﬁomy\e Em sereent
nndaﬁ'eﬂﬂneﬂ"ecmfﬂmhme. Similarly,be_auuﬁ:l son:;shke m'mﬂar
chiri” and ‘beto ko de mahal uttariya aur beti ko pardes’ ‘have nosi
oo “'ll'he character of Pooro throughout the novel is reﬂecnye,
infrospective and the novel endsalso with Pooro’s i_mmspecuvc reﬂe;:zx;
gﬂll(‘;i Ladki Hindu ya Musalman, jo bhi apne thikane l')?’hum;aure “,1
Sarnjho usi ke saath meri aatma bhi thikane pahunch gayl. Butﬁ:eo o
the ﬁ‘lm is astruggling woman who sporadically becomes reflective.
thinking Poorois speaking Pooro on the screen. perboyt
Inthenovel Pooro gives Dbirthtoason. :3ud rears the o f g'ml
amad women raped by someone. In the_ movni:1 she hﬂs:;nz 1:;!::(1 ‘mad
iscarriage as she doesn't want to deliver. S e rears d
nv:lomm’:lg)aby who is forcibly taken away by Hindu Fundamentalists on
the ground that the ‘madwornan was a Hindu.

1 fachback

Tk 1 ith P herselfand living intheflashbe
i hapE i ith Pooro’s marriage
remembering her ?1d ha;i]py days. Film stm:ts ?f" B Some of

thefi ical purpose, ifithadbeen
emsﬂnﬁlmmakzrhasremovedforpmcn cen
S:::gicasdwmvelis,ﬂwﬁhnwouldn’thx{wbema?um' sﬁllemcxpnsed:mof
Halfofthe filmis devoted to Pooro’s happiricss, her Fnagmar};ﬂ amsof
wearingbﬂdaldms,putﬁnghennaonhands,dre.amfngab?ut 1:11-'
house,halfofﬂleﬁhnpomaysstmgglmg' Pomowtﬂ’xmte.mntt:the ec:l::
spirit and disappointed Pooro taking careof and saving other woi
from their tragic fate in the hands of riotersand. exploiters. )
¢ons,athough impertinentmay soe
bo‘hintl;itwaswellasinﬁkn.hmﬁqmsﬁonansc;hke{;?;?‘;nfu:ﬂ
Findhs women in Salkadaali ke pegali, Kamnio, Toro, LAl St o0
o o T dudes it i felings like

N 11 tak
s B Jist Hit

d

. P
nt;le’:;:dwmnm’s son from Pooro, but ‘what happened to him&n }bms ;(;:
been shown. In the text Pooro's brother was very you’ng and no o
refelmoeexcepto!wewastheteb\nindwmovie%om s brother wasan
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active participant of congress party. By and large the text creates word
pictures therefore, the use of the appropriate language is more important
and film creates visual images therefore a tight plotting to engross the
viewers is necessary. Pinjar as a film and Pinjar as a work of literature
both have been acclaimed with prestigious award and high Ppraise.
Undoubtedly both the media are different but the message has been
conveyed successfully to readers and viewers, The trauma, agony, rape,
foreed marriages, unwanted motherhood, social humiliation, personal

family rejection, religi i vatious other kinds
of cruelties in the wake of partition left thousands of nameless women
skeleton whose wounds of soul are irreparable,
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Korean Buddhism: Women
Within its Fold

Sanjeev Kumar

jsm is the i i ndia and
Buddhijsm is thé commori link and bonding betv'veen In_
Korea since ancient times. Buddhism travelled fmfn In.dla 0 Chu.m a{:d
from there to Korea, Each: ryadopted "’ incorp it
Py into it. Korea was pionto this p ne
Buddhism asareligion and philosophy preached that wornen and men are
ink ly equal, lfllnthefﬂm thatthe two sexes never had equal
¥ . . 0 1. RI § :
o as6
%nwut:estoalmge‘ As weall know that Buddha ly accepted
wommen within the sangha. The position of women within the three strands
of Buddhi i Mahayana and Vaj are different.
i i i d also at
Buddhist perspectives on gender are many, diverse an |
times contradictory, varying widely ovér time and space. The contradictory
i °dwm‘y‘ ithin the texts of ali Buddhist sects. TJ;e
iew on gender expresséd in the Buddhist textual dlscou:'se may be
;;g:xseﬂtﬂ%omthe actial statiis 6f Buddhist men and women. hxstoncally
Women are described in various coritexts as béing abie to attein spiritual
inciuding nirvana. The age of Buddha attracted many women
g?als mcludfng y attained arhiathood and were known for their learning,

ditation and moral condiuct, But the gender différcntiation inthe day to
day affair of the Buddhist monastic order was there. The Buddha himself
blished the Buddhist ity in four groups as a ‘fourfold
ity’- ks (bhikkus), the nuns (bhikkunis), laymen (upasaka)

and (upasika). In thi ing, the differentiation by gender is
& 1 as the di iation between the laity and the monastic.

Adhict T "

as

11as the
Thus, in the early 2 ’z wel
complementaritics of the two genders is weli marked. One’s gender was
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the day to day affairof the Buddhist monastic order was there. The Buddha
himself established the Buddhist ity in four groups as & ‘fourfold
ty”- ks (bhikkus), the nuns (bhikk is), laymen (upasaka)
and laywornen (upasika). In this grouping, the differentiation by gender is
as fundamental asthe differentiation between the taity and the monastic.
Thus, in the early Buddhist literature the marginalizationas well as the
complementarities ofthe two genders is well marked. Ox?e’s gender was
to be declared at the time of ordination as people of ambngupus genders
were notallowed entry into the: sangha. The early Buddhist amtude. toward
womenand gendehake different forms.? Inthe Mahayana. Buddhism, the

i inuity of the previous peti dThcgoalof‘a:hTth’
in early Buddhi ve way toachievi the status of ‘bodhisattva’. The
bodhisyattva path w;‘sa open for both men and women, The Mahayana texts
are not ciear on the issue of the fevel of bodhisattva hood 2 woman can
attain wil hanging i Some {aim that achieve
‘bodhisattva hood atan advanced stage, but they ultimately haveto beoo:r?e
. anmn.'Iheissueofsexchangeﬂomfemaleto malehasbeenixfterpmzdm
diffesent ways withinthe Mahayana notion of Sunyata: (emptiness).’ ’l'k_xe
Tantric or Vaj ddhism k hasis ontt g wofgmdcrm
atotally different way. The tantrie thoughtis dosfln};lﬁnk?dm gender’ 1d;‘e.o'log‘y.
“ gendcrsymbo involving i le with le qualitiesto
:hﬁ the ulti el to full force and becomes
explicitly: i i especiallyl I dmostesot
class of tantras, the Anuttarayoga Tantras (HigkthogaTanmas). . .‘Eve'n

monastic tantric practitioners bound by the vow of ochb'ac_y engagein thl,s
) semmlyoy-alﬁnughmdnkcase,ﬁzunionmkcsplaoeynﬂmmqn{e&amr s
own mind. The symbolism of sexual \njon is thus basie to tantric ideology
and practice.™

Spiritual life is open for women cither as a layperson or as a

mernber of the sangha. Here, we need to differentiate l;etwef:n bhikkunis
as per Buddhist canons and women who tive like bh1kkum§ !mt are not
‘hiklaunis according to the Buddhist Iaw or tradition. Abhikkun} isawoman
who has received both the lower ordination [pabbaijai (Pali)/pravrajya
(Skt.)) as well asthe higher ordination [upasam?dqs] in fhe s:mgha and
was required to follow the Vinayarules of monastic l_lfe stncﬂy The qthzr
category of women living like nuns without full ordinationis anagar.ikasg
who renounce worldly lifeand live as per the ten. p(recept‘S of novices.
'Ihesyslemcfﬁ!llyoxdaimdbhﬂ(klmiswmt from Indiato Sri Lanka during

to be declared at the time of ordination as people of ambiguous genders
were notallowed entry into the sangha. The carly Buddhist attitude toward
women and gender take different forms. In the Mahayana Buddhism, the
views on gender were a continuity of the previous period.

Korea following the Maky ihis 'women within
s fold and had a long history. The position of the nuns and the Jaity women
within Korean Buddhism will be cxamined in this paper and wherever
possible comparison with other countries ean be made. Korea has the
distinction of having the first ali women Buddhist monastery and perhaps
the identity stili survives even today. The women within the monasteries
and their daily ehores, meditation, the monastic edueation will form the
part of the paper and shift, if any with the passage oftime will also be
examined.

Buddhism preached that women and men are inherentiy equal,
but the fact remains that the two sexes never had equal opportunities toa
large extent as far as ordination to the sangha, the monastic order wasfis

d. Within th i f Buddhism, many women lived
as educated nuns and laity asis attested by the Buddbist text Therigatha.
Buddhist perspectives on gender are many, diverse and also at times
contradictory, varying widely over time and space. The contradictory
images of the feminine are seen within the texts of ali Buddhist sects. In
some p the depicted as weak intell lly, sexually
uncontroliable and fit only for wife’s role. The Anguttara Nikaya says:
“Monks, women end their lives unsatiated and unreplete with two things.”
Whattwo? Sexual i d child-birth. These are t things.”
Then, we have the views on early bhikkunis which counteract this
andocentric view. We have references to nuns who were weil versed in
the teachings of Buddha. The Therigatha being just one example andit
was perhaps the earlicst texts in the world to have been composed by
womnen, It “presents strong, liberated women who gave voiceto the central
Buddhist message that enlightenment was not gendered.”

The views on gender expressed in the Buddhist textual discourse
may be different from the actual status of Buddhist men and women
historically. Women are deseribed in various contexts as being able to
attain spiritual goals inctuding nirvana. The age of Buddha atfracted many
‘wormnen adl and many attained arhathood and were known for their
Igaming, meditation and moral conduct. But the gender differentiation in

 of enligh
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3td century BC durin, i i
g the reign of King A sok: i
g:rea, an‘d ?mer regions. In both Thefavagaznmclldeahamghm
m]d!mnsmxs‘m ssion of Buddhist monastic ordinati ionof men has been lmbmmmkc:
an ng cc?mpaxefi to that of valid transmission for the ordi; ti
m:‘c:n:s;?aﬁrdc‘ialnl;'&mﬁw Theravada countries, itis certain ﬂmuausfna enmgm .
L co: ion for women was no lo; cont i
oelieved hathe aditon of validordination of papgneg 1. Thersvads

comparison to monk.” I contrast to this, i eountrics there
contr , in all Mahay i
Ihﬁ/: :ll‘g:nyz b::g “vron:nm in: r;ilgicm. Forexample, in. wymcs iike 'Ic‘asiwan,
n tetnam, the full monast] inati i
ava.dable‘ The nuns’ monastic orders hagzsbt;:;nmm fo{Xo{nen in
China, Japan, and Korea, It histori, vided amopportu women
iiverr ot ° o a_? Opportunity to
ive ! : ily structure,
Origin (‘)Vf nunneries during the early Buddhist period :
ith the establishment of Sangha by y
| Y Lord Buddha
:gar;;::mqn ot; monastery at the later period, B)n'kshum’-uaun:il :lnfing:e
Sangh::lvteyo d:uns was also organized in similar way exeept that fh:i:
ool Te pendeflt on the monks, History also reveals that Lord
oy Wa wasreluctant in ret.:ognising the creation of an order form
limagea: ;:;l %fdf;ar of the disruption of Bhikshu Sangha, Howeverut‘ll)sr:
uddhist i i .
Brder Buddhis nung begnn in T.hef early mim;:i }?‘Ud;s;; when the
 him for the Bhikshuni

life

attachments, andworldiy distractions in.ong ‘
et ydlsuavaommordertofocusmspirimalpmcﬁm
Inthe early years of Buddhism, there
the correct ordination of monks and nu;-‘s follcv‘ﬁwe.?dﬂ Erearfr emtxmp}'mni in
:}}11: E‘r;l.'ayarules-me mona:sﬁc regulations. This was seei;fn tggezrons vod
anarcas of] Emﬂm influence (which in the beginniny beynmm?ndl
northern India)—like China, Korea and Japan. s Y
The Bhikkuni sangha outslde India: a casestudy of Korea :
The bhikkuni lineage or order i i .
Thel uni kin started in India whe j
Gotami received this heritage directly fromthe Buddha, F:m India, itag
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went to Sri Lanka during the reign of King Asoka in the 3rd century BC.
hrontele of

- Itisrecorded in literary account (Dij the Sri lank

the 4th century AD) that Sanghamitra, the daughter of Asoka accompanied
by 18 bhikkunis went to Sri Lanka and initiated the bhikkuni sangha. This
was the first bhiklcuni lineage outside India. This heritage then spread from
Sri Lankato China in about 433 AD when a group of Sti Lankan bhikkunis
led by Devasara went there. The Chinese Bhikkuni order began with some
three hundred committed nuns when they were ordained at the Southermn
Forest inNanking. This formed the kemel of the bhikkuni sangha in China
and later on diffused to Korea and has survived up to the present time in
both the eountries. The Chifiese lineage of bhikkunis survives up to the
present, but their hold is Taiwan where ber the monks.
There are i ing bil hical details of Chin ikkunis recorded
by amonk Pao Sheng/ Pao Chang. Pi-ch’ju-ni chuan® (Lives of the nuns)
isthe first of the two biographical accounts of Buddhist nuns in China and
points to the carly history of Chinese Buddhist women. It deals with lives
0f 65 nuns from the fourth to fifth centuries (326 AD- 457 AD) and shows
that the Bhikkuni sangha for the women was well established in China.
Some of the details point to their spiritual activities and ic educati
including meditation within the nunnery. Biography 1 says, “Gentle and
intelligent, [Chin-sha] cult ditation and chanting all slong” (. 18).
Biography 22 says, she “taught the book of monastic rulcs orally” (p.46).
Biography 23 says, “Later [Fa-sheng] travelled to the capital, whete she
furthered b o aditatton and ol 1

and became

tudy of
versed in contemplation and perfect wisdom” (p.49). The reviewer of the
lation work had made certain ch; and is quoted above in support
of the practicc of meditation and monastic rules which formed a vital
ofthe ic education whether of men or women in China
and in other Buddhist countries as well including Korea.

The bhiklounis at Tai < edth dand full ordi
which was brought from China at the time of the Cultural Revolution. In
other: ies, i ions and famines resulted in lesser number of long-
term ordained women members to officiate. Thus, women could have
only the lower ordination in Sti Lanka, B M: and Thailand 1l
recent times. In Sri Lanka, the bhikku and bhikkuni sangha faceda dark
phase for almost five decades with thc Chola invasion in 1017 AD. The
bhikku lineage was revived from Burma/Myanmar and Thailand but the
bhikkuni sangha could not be revived as it did not exist in both coantries.
The beginning of 20th century saw renewed efforts when Catherine de
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Alwis, daughter of a missionary who embraced Buddhi. in 1905 and
brought Silmata ordination from Burma. Renewed efforts took place in
1988 and again in 1996 % In December 1996, the first group of Sri Lankan
women received higher ordination and, although it is seen as highly
controversial, the movement is gaining popularity and more and more
Theravada women are becoming bhikkunis. But now, Theravada bhikkuni
sangha s strong in Sri Larka.
Korea :

Oneremarkable point. regarding the monastic life in Koreas that
the life-styles of monks and nuns are almost identical and the educational
curricutum as discussed in is common o both, Since the introduction of
Buddhism in Korea, many Kofean women have become bhikkunis. There
are examples including records of queens and women members of the
eourt being ordained in the sixth century AD. Korea is perhaps the only
country to have a clear, unbroken tradition of ‘women reeeiving both
ordinations - that of a novice and later full ordination. Pomun-jong is the
only all women Buddhist sect (Bhukkuni sect) in the world founded in
Korea in 1972 by the Korean Buddhist nun Eunyeong Sunim (1910-
1981).1 Since 1981, the traditional Chinese system of ordination, kpown
as the Double Platform, requiring ten bhikkus and ten bhikkunis, all of ten
Yyears ordination, has beeq reinstated as well.

The history of bhikkunis in Koreais an unbroken one since the
inception of the Korean bhikkuni sangha. The low position of Korean
women insociety and the five hundred. years of persecuition of Buddhism
during Choson rule (1392-1910) were probably responsible for the

-obliteration of most of the i i thatwasiewxdedﬁvenm@lding
ﬁ:eBhﬂdﬂnﬂSanglmofﬂxeThxeeKingdomsomena,thmarenoe)dsﬁng
records of Koguryo bhikkunis and we canonly make a general assessment
oftheir way of life and activities thon i ‘the Bhikku S:
AJapanese record Nihon shaki compiled in 720 AD, states that in 587
AD Koguryo Master Hyep’yon ordained three bhikkunis for the first
time in Japan who then travelled to Paekje for study. Thus, there certainly
existed an ordinati for bhikkuriis in Koguryo. Bhikkuni
Popmyong of Koguryo taught these three Japanese bhikkunis in 587 AD,
This shows that the Koguryo Bhikkuni Sangha has formed its own system
to practice and educate the people through their bhikkunis who were

ffici i i 10 by 1CTS. SOme X e SlK)W
that Koguryo bhikkunis came to Japan to educate people there, The fact
is that Buddhism diffused from Korea'to Japan,

Keorean Buddhism: Women Within its Foid : 131

In the Kingdom of Paekje, its 27th ruler, Widok (5545 93) in the

M 577 AD sent sutras, Abhidharmas, the Vinaya, a meditation monk,

for building temples to Japan. The

bhikkunis, a and technici

women b ing Buddhism. It i d that it must have been
some time after the official recognition of Buddhism in $illa in527AD. The
first recorded bhikkuni in Silla was Sa-ssi, sistgr ofa laity named Morye. It
sppears that she was ordained b i ﬁ'icual f d

in Silla. AKorean record says: “Morye’s sister, Sa-ssi, was ordained by
master Ado who was being hidden in her house because he wished to spread
Buddhism. She'lived in a temple called Yonghung-sa at Samch’ ong-gi which
'was built by her. Later, when King Mich'u passed away (284 AD), people
tried to kili Ado and so he returned to Morye’s house and eventually, died
there. Buddhism could not be taught In Silla anymore.”™

Later, there is referenee to bhikkuni Myobop, queen of K.ing

Pophung (514 AD-546 AD), the 231d Silla ruler. He suppo}'ted Buddhism
and built Hungryun-sa temple and became a monk. According to Samguk-
yusa, he was given the dharma name of Pop-un (Dharma Cloud) and also
the name of Popkong (empty Dharma). King Pophung’s queen also wamed
to become a bhikkuni. The queen was also ordaingd and she went to live
in Younghung-sa temple built by Sa-ssi. She was given the dharma name
Mypbop, meaning Marveious Dharma. The queenr would not have been
ordained alone and iived in Younghung-sa temple alone, There may have
bx her women from ari ic and the royal family who followed jn

s of Myobop. We don’t ave any mention of ordinary women
tl:mfgoz:f:lt:;ed Th{)s, thg Bhikkuni Sangha was established in the kingdom
of Silia. Later, during the reign of King Chinhung (540 AD<576{&D),
special positions were created within the sangha. His queen, Pak-ssi also
became a bhikkuni and lived in Yonghung-sa temple after her husband
became a monk.

‘The Bhikkuni Sangha of Silla developed rapidiy dué fo the great
devotion toward: ism ofthe q fKings Poph ; Chinhung,
This greatly influenced many aristocratic worpen of Silla and gradually
Buddhism percolated down and reached ordinary wotnen, and many of
them must have been ordained, Some probably became bh{kkums when
they were young and unmalried, and some, like Chiso, l}{e wife of General
Kim Yu-shin, became bhikkunis after the death of their husbands, The
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e presence of several royal and aristocrati Mporary society
developed rapidly, particulaly the Bhikkun Sangin s e
Chinbung, during thé reign of

ing Chinh ot

The positive influences of Buddhism underwent change with
g¢ of time. In the late Koryo period, Buddhist témples accurnulated
gaith due to the patronage by kings, and this had an adverse effect on
sangha as it became corrupt. Theimpact was also felt on the bhikkuni
gha. The Bhikkuni sangha too became rich as it now focused its energy
producing various goods such as hemp cloth rather than on the
tative practices. The Choson Period was marked by anti-Buddhist

himselfbecame a monk later

* bhikius and bhikkunis from entering the capital for almost five hundred

) as his posthy designati i s
oo askis de . King Chinhung appointed
Rrneis lalimpormntpf{smonsbeginningﬁwnme 11thyearofhis

Cials were required to superintend other ‘monks and nuns.

Toyunarangwastheheadofthe i i
this post points towards the f; t BlnldcumSang!la‘Thermeof
s postpo )ﬂmim thatt}_nen'mn.bemf b]?.lkkll;lis must havc':

SsnglnBugthemazenorecorz‘ garding : s
ha. B, ) re; their duti iviti
lv(vi‘:gfsém wasl{s?dmkomawiﬂxthemmesoﬂdng'zsxmwueens,us‘m
iﬁﬁg{mﬂy&gmﬂ‘m‘ismmwwmnmm"izmwa::
Anmi‘ T caungga:‘um{larwomeu,ormdinmfmtobhikhmis,
Buddhisrn oo T e

accoxdingtoﬁmeeanM text Kyeri g i during o
ante: -yerim-yusa, the bhikkunis dur
Dynas_tywex:eca.lled 'Anj depxcmgmatﬂliswasauﬂmlwayott‘};:m

the bhikkus, oven in Korea during that period it socelorder b
With the emergence of Unified Si lu‘ngdom,‘ angha

‘ - -
of] Kogur}.mt}:;nmfi Paelqe seems o have been absorbed m?:th':;l:]klamghsﬂdmm
memglhaie wgl anydn‘n‘mﬂtyAsmostofmcmﬂckuniswaeﬁcmmismmﬁc
S, it can be presumed that the Bhikkuni Sangha probably enjoyed

were ordained simply to spend their [ i
ir lives i
;:;nﬂ;: weg; forced to be ordaitied bythmrfgrﬂqazr;’.,gfg:r llt:e]?l::fd e
& eir ¢ ughters to get married; wives and daughters of ‘I:o it
50 ordained or became lifelong servants. ofrebelswere

years was revoked when Korea was coionized by Japan in 1910. The

' sangha was able to regain some of its freedom. The bhikkunis in Korea

followed almostall the rules set by Buddha, The ordained Buddhists in
Korea wore grey monastic dress asin China and unlike Sri Lanka where
the monks wore saffron/yellow.
The history of nunneries or convent for women s recorded in
Korea, Pomun-sa was the largest convent established in 1115 at Seoul by
“Tamjin for the bhikkunis. Tonghak-sa was another nunnery asan
jonal center for bhikkunis. The nuns liy received the ten
precepts and rdained firstasa ika, that is, a novice. Four
different levels of monastic curriculum were followed and among the
Buddhist texts, the reading of Lotus Sutea was and still is very much
emphasized." The intensive study of Sutras and Vinaya was stressed in
th ies. Meditati dso aninp partof the life and leaming

innunneries.

Concluding we can say that the Buddhist tradition in Korea which
is the closest fink between India and Koreastill survives and will continue
1o survive, The women followers of Buddhism in Korea are substantive in
numnbers aslay followers but the Bhikunni sangha is strong and still survives
unlik ther countries as di d above.
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Gender Eqnality and Women
Empowerment

Manju Rani Chaudhary

Women constitute almost 50% of the world’s population but India
has shown a di i ratio where female population has been
comparatively lower than males and their social status is of real concern
they arenot treated as equal to menatall the places. Inthe Westem societies,
the women have got equal right and status with men in all walks of life, But
gender disabiliti d discriminati found in Indi: today.

Women in India now enjoy a unique status of equality with the
menasper constitutional and legal provision. But the Indian womenhave
come along way to achieve the present position. First, gender inequality
in India can be traced back to the historic days of Mahabharata when
Draupadi was put on the dice by her husband as 2 commodity.

Moreover women has very Little share in political, social and
economic life of the society. Raja Ram Mohan Rai, Iswar Chandra
Vidyasagar and various other social reformers laid stress on women’s
education, prevention of child marriage, withdrawals of evil practice of
sati, removal of etc, There ive activities of such greats
brought forward “The National M dvaric
which paved the way for their lib from the social evils and religi
taboos. The constitution makers and the national leaders recognized the
equal social position of women with men. Several acts tried to bring about
the change in the position of women in India, the Hindu Marriage Act,
1955 the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956, the Dowry
Prohibition Actof 1961.

Empowerment of women would mean equipping women to be
i e e 1freliant b rn

to face any difficult situation and they should be able to participate in
devel activities. The emp d women should be able to
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cipote in the process of decision making. Theconcept of empowerment

s from the power.

s ““e‘ﬁ:m are several challenges that are currently plaguing the issues

‘women’s rights in India. Afew of' "these challenges are prese(xined belz:;:/.
i jte basic issues faced across the

flea 1?t of these arefedundant and quit ’ ues faced aoross e

benefit the empowerment of

causes to the

wountry, . uses
{n India. Targeting these issues will directly
‘womeninIndia.

‘CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN
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Road Map to Women Empowerinent
.ILDUQ‘&TION : According to 2001 census, rate of literacy among men
in Indla_ is found to be 76% whereas it is only 54% among women. Thus,
increasing education among women s very important in empowering them’
along with eradicating workplace harassment of women.

While the India has grown by leapsand bounds since its indepen-
denc; but where education is concerned, the gap between women and
menis severe. Not only is an illiterate woman at the mercy of her husband
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"~ or father, but at the same time she isalso not aware that this isnot the way
- oflife for women across the world. Additionally, the norms of culture that

state the man of the family is the be-all and end-all of family decisions is

" also slowiy spoiling the society of the country.

The United Nations Develop ituted cight
Miliennium Development Goals (MDG) for ensuring equity and peace
across the world out which the third MDG is directly related to the
empowerment of women in India. The MDGs are agreed-upon goals to
reduce certain indicators of disparity across the world by the year 2015.
The third MDG is centred towards promoting gender equality and
empowering women: "Eliminate gender disparity in primary d
ary education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels of education by no
later than 2015"

India missed the 2005 deadline of eliminating gender disparity in
primary and secondary education. However, the country has hastened
progress and the Gender Parity Index (GPY) for Gross Enrolment Ratios
(GER) in primary and secondary education has risen. Given current trends,
India is moderately or almost nearly on track. However, as the
Government of India MDG Report 2009 notes, "participation of women
inemployment and decision-making remains far less than that of men, and
the disparity is not likely to be eliminated by 2015." Achieving GPI in
tertiary education al ins a chall Inaddition, the labour market
openness to women in industry and services has only marginally increased
from 16-21 percent betwecn 2004-05 and 2009-10.

The Ministry for Women & Child Development was established
as adepartment of the Ministry of Human Resource Development in the
year 1985 to drive the holistic development of women and children in the
country. In 2006 this department was given the status of a Ministry, with
the powers to:-

Formulate plans, policies and programmes; enacts/ amends
legislation, guiding and coordinating the cfforts of both govemmental and

| isations working in the field of Women and Child

&
Development.
it delivers such initiatives such as the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) which is a package of services such as
! -y nutrition, health check-ups and immunisati
The Go; is also impl ing the idh
ani d scheme for the empowerment of women ata




Gender Equality and Women Empowerment : 140 3 1 : Creation Vol-IV, No.-3, 2015, ISSN 2231- 3923
Swami Vivekananda once said "arise away and stop not until the

total cost of initially Rs. 116.30 Cr to Rs350°Cr. Coreto this programme 1
is reached", Thus our country should thus be catapulted into the

will be the establishment of women's self-help groups which will empower s
wormen to have increased access to all kinds of resources that they are fiorizon of empowerment ofwomenand revel inits glory. Wehave along
denied, in additionto ino their d skills, Thisp 3 ngo,butwewillgm" day.We shall
will benefitabout approx. 1.5 mn women with the setting up of more than 3 orks Cited
53,000 self-help groups, 26,500 village societics and 650 block societics. ) ) 3

The health and safety concern of women are paramount for the 3 Bright, Pritom Singh (edt)-—~C Refresher, August, 2010,
well being of a country, and is an important factor in gauging the New Delhi. o . .
empowerment of women in a country. However there are alarming 3 Hasnain, Nadeem--.-mdmn Society and Cuiture, Jawahar
concemns where maternal healtheare is concerned. 1 Publishersand Distributors, 2004.New Delki,

UNICEF ints report came up with some shiocking figures on the 4 Kas, P. K~—Indian Society, Kaiyani Publishers, 2000, Cuttack.
status of new mothers in India. The maternal mortality report of India 4§ Women World Congress 1985 s
stands at 301 per 1000, with asmany 25 78,000 women in Indiadying of '3 Rao Shenkar, C. N.~Indian Sosiety, S.Chand & Company Ld,

childbirth complications in that year. Today, due to the burgeoning 2005, New Delhl. .

population of the country, that number is sure to have multiplied UNDP report and Govt. o”“d‘; l::l""" 2009.
considerably. While thereare several programmes that have been setinto National Crime Bureau Report 2014.

motion by the G and several NGOs in the country, there s still NEHS 2005/6.

awide gap that exists between those under proteetion and those not.

Poverty andilliteracy add to th Tocal quacks

PO theirhealth and safe

National Commisslon for Women : The National Commission
for Women is a Depargment within the Ministry of Women arid Child
Devel 1t was setup exclusivel t0 help women via the Constitu-
tion - by reviewing Legal and Constitutional safeguards for ,Tec-

& dial legistati .

4

by facilitating qui

of grievances and by advising the Government of India on all policy mat-
ters affecting women.

India as & country is still recovering from years of abuse in the
time of the British Raj and more years of economic suffering at the hands
of the License Raj. It is only now that globalisation, Iiberalisation and
other socig-economic forces have given some respite o a large
proportion of the population. However, there are still quite a few areas
‘where women empowerment in India is largely lacking.

To truly und d what i dsto
be asea-change in the mind-set of the people in'the country. Not justthe
women themselves, but the men have to wake up to'a world that is
moving towards equality and equity. It is better that this is embraced
earlier rather than later, for our own good.
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